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Statement of Richard F. Neel, Jr.
President, Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation

July 7, 2005 BRAC Commission Regional Hearing
for the Commonwealth of Virginia

I am Richard Neel, President of the Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation
("SFDC"), a nonprofit entity organized to foster economic revitalization on Richmond Highway
in Fairfax County, Virginia, from the Capital Beltway to Fort Belvoir.

In southeastern Fairfax County, we are proud of the increasingly important role Fort
Belvoir has in our nation's defense strategy. In its Base Realignment and Closure ("BRAC")
recommendations announced on May 13, 2005, the Department of Defense proposed a
significantly enhanced future role for Fort Belvoir, with the recommended relocation of certain
Defense functions to the post.

Fort Belvoir is well positioned to assume this enhanced mission. A secure Army post
with 8,600 acres of land located only 14 miles from the Pentagon, Fort Belvoir is the logical
choice for locating Defense agencies and operations requiring greater security measures.

The SFDC sees the BRAC recommendations for Fort Belvoir as also offering an excellent
opportunity to realize our local goal of attracting new office development on the Richmond
Highway corridor. Defense contractors seeking to locate near the post could help to provide a

much needed daytime office population on Richmond Highway essential for this older
commercial corridor's long-term economic health. Our local elected officials, Fairfax County

Supervisors Gerald W. Hyland and Dana Kauffman, welcome the proposed relocation of Defense
personnel to Fort Belvoir and are already actively engaged in addressing the significant issues that
necessarily accompany a relocation of this magnitude.

I am mindful of the impacts to local communities caused by the relocation of Defense
operations. I also am confident that the strength of the local economy in the National Capital
Region will permit the absorption in time of vacated office space left by BRAC relocations.
Careful efforts by the federal government to undertake those relocations in phases, where
possible, would help significantly to soften the short-term impacts.

Should the Department of Defense BRAC recommendations with respect to Fort Belvoir
earn the endorsement of this Commission and the approval of the President and Congress, I am
confident that our elected officials at all levels of government will continue to work cooperatively
to address the necessary infrastructure issues to ensure a successful transition for affected

Defense agencies and operations to more secure facilities at Fort Belvoir.
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we: Hundreds of Cannon Air Force Ba&e supporters .gather_,to sp‘éll out the words KEEP CANNON, Friday, _ \
Base Realignment and Closure Commission was holding a regional hearing. Below: Kayla Morman holds a sign showing support for Ellsworth Air Force Base

June 21 along a motorcade route for members of the Commission near the convention center in Rapid City, S.D..

Base closures will ¢ost hillions

“Report says
savirigs ‘cannot
-be-validated’
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YASHINGTON - Carrying out the
itagon's recommended base clo-
es will cost $24 billion up front
1l may not lead to the substantial
ings the Defense Department is!
jecting, according to a new gov-
ment report released Friday.
[he 2005 base-closure round,
macted, will shutter 33 -major
#s nationwide and significantly
lign hundreds more. The nine
épendent members of the base-
jure commission, who have
power -to overturn Pentagon
ommendations, are currently
eting with affected cities na-
wide, listening to appeals from

facilitj
, ‘"Tl_tmgthg total. The 'vast majority of

locals to save their bases.
Commissioners have until Sept.
8 to decide whether "or not they
approve of-the’Pentagon recom-
mendations, =~ - 7 .o e
‘On Friday, the Government Ac-
countability Office reported - that

" although the Pentagon will save

money by closing bases, “the pre-.
cise magnitude of savings is un-

certain.” : S .
The Pentagon has said it would
_save $50 billion over 20 years based
on the cuts, but th tered
that the savings from the ed
is only a sma ction

the projected savings comes from -
“eliminating jobs currently held by
military personnel.” i

" The problem with that assess-
‘ment, the GAO found, is that most

_of the jobs tasgeﬁed‘ aren't_actu-
ally being eliminated. Instead, they

are “expected to be reassigned to
other areas, which may enhance
capabilities but also limit-dollar

- Sharna Johnson/Clovis News Journal, KOB-TV/AP and Dough Dreyer/AP
behind Marshall Junior High in Clovis, N.M., where

savings.” . o
- The GAO also said the_savings
expected from streamlining busi-

_ness processes cannot be validat- _ §

ed. For example, its recommenda- -
tion to create naval “fleet readiness
centers” that combine mainte-
nance duties “is estimated to yield
$215 million in annual recurring
savings as & result of overhead ef-
ficiencies, but such dssumptions_

_have not been validated.”

Hellman, a defense analyst
with the Center for Arms Control
and Non-Proliferation in Washing-:
ton, said that even if closures save
no money they're still needed. :
, Hellg'nan said the base-closing. -
process, “has become-less about ™~
saving Eoney than it has ‘been |
about how moving ‘around chess-
men on board contribute to trans-
formation- and jointness. Even if °
you save no money or cost, if it gets -
the forces.better equipped to meet
the needs of the 21st century, then™
thatisa WS:se investment.” S




