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August 17,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
1 2005 Defense Base Closure a d  Realiment Commission 

Dear Chairman Primipi, , 

The Southwest Defense Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of 
representatives from California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined 
the Alliance in 2004. The six states work together to educate decision makers on the 
defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the 
most efficient use of taxpayer dollars to amin the highest military value. 

We applaud of Defense efforts to reduc; costs &a the very difficult Base3 
Realignment and Closure process. We also recognize that ow six state region, known as 
the Southwest Defense Complex, contains a unique, synergistic mix of military 
installations that provide the d y  regional capability in the nation able to meet 
Department of Defense requirements identified in the Joint Vision 2010 report. 

Our six-state complex and the adjacent off shore areas provide the Department of 
Defense with unparalleled access to high-qulity, weather friendly, cost effective joint 
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When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it is 
important to know that the resouces making up the Southwest Defense Complex are 
linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is 
also prudent to- W e  that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capability to  assume 
substantial additimal activity if manpower permits. 

We wanted to be sure that you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the 
Sohwwest Defense Compkx and its role in oftr nation's defense. Pkase accept our best 
regards as you and your colleagues complete your difficult assignment. 

Sincerely, 
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August 17,2005 

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner, Commissioner 

Dear Commissioner Skiriner, 

The Southwest Defense Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of 
representatives fiom California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined 
the Alliance in 2004. The six states work together to educate decision makers on the 
defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the 
most efficient use of taxpayer'dollars to attain the highest military value. 

We applaud Department of Defense efforts to reduce costs via the very difficult Base 
Realignment and Closure process. We also recognize that our six state region, known' as 
the Southwest Defense Complex, contains a unique, synergistic mix of military 
installations that provide the only regional capability in the nation able to meet 
Department of Defense requirements identified in the Joint Vision 2010 report. 

Our six-state complex and the adjacent off shore areas provide the Department of 
Defense with unparalleled access to high-quality, weather friendly, cost effective joint 

g r a t e d = a r r a y r ~ ~ : ~ - ~ ~ ~  !--- .. 
f a C i i t i s  - . , ir] , - pgt 
&-f L ~%G--ali -.-,-$klv~ : -%$: .i P$;. ' ' i3.lStt :. 

' 1 -;I,? 1. 

L 

s the Southwest Defense Complex unique? Several examples follow: 
issile off the coast of California and recover it 

on the Utah Test & Training Range. 
9 The capability for large scale, multi-service exercises such as Roving Sands 

conducted from many locations in Texas and New Mexico. - .  

k The general lack of air and ground encroachment permitting testing current and 
future weapons systems. 
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When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it is 
important to know that the resources making up the Southwest Defense Complex are 
linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is 
also prudent to note that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capability to assume 
substantial additional activity if manpower permits. 

We wanted to be sure that you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the 
Southwest Defense Complex and its role in our nation's defense. Please accept our best 
regards as you and your colleagues complete your difficult assignment. 

r' 
Sincerely, 
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August 17,2005 

Admiral Harold W. Gehman Jr. (USN RET), Commissioner 

Dear Commissioner Gehman, 

The Southwest Defense Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of 
representatives from California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined 
the Alliance in 2004. The six states work together to educate decision makers on the 
defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the 
most efficient use of taxpayer dollars to attain the highest military value. 

We applaud Department of Defense efforts to reduce costs via the very difficult Base 
Realignment and Closure process. We also recognize that our six state region, k&wn as 
the Southwest Defense Complex, contains a unique, synergistic mix of military 
installations that provide the only regional capability in the nation able to meet 
Department of Defense requirements identified in the Joint Vision 20 10 report. 

Our six-state complex and the adjacent off shore areas provide the Department of 
Defense with unparalleled access to high-quality, weather friendly, cost effective joint 
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I What makes the Southwest Defense Complex unique? Several examples follow: 

> The capability to launch a cruise missile off the coast of California and recover it 
on the Utah Test & Training Range. 

9 The capability for large scale, multi-service exercises such as Roving Sands 
conducted from many locations in Texas and New Mexico. 

> The general lack of air and ground encroachment permitting testing current and 
future weapons systems. 
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When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it is 
important to know that the resources making up the Southwest Defense Complex are 
linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is 
also prudent to note that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capability to assume 
substantial additional activity if manpower permits. 

We wanted to be sure that you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the 
Southwest Defense Complex and its role in our nation's defense. Please accept our best 
regards as you and your colleagues complete your difficult assignment. 

President 
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August 17,2005 

Dear Commissioner Coyle, 

The Southwest Defense Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of 
representatives fiom California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined 
the Alliance in 2004. The six states work together to educate decision makers on the 
defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the 
most eficient use of taxpayer dollars to attain the highest military value. 

, - * L  1 . 
We applaud ent of Defense efforts to reduce costs via the v e j  difficult Base 
Realignment and Closure process. We also recognize that our six state region, known as 
the Southwest Defense Complex, contains a unique, synergistic mix of military 
installations that provide the only regional capability in the nation able to meet 
Department of Defense requirements , identified in-the Joint Vision 2010 report. 

Our six-state complex and the adjacent off shore areas provide the Department of 
Defense with unparalleled access to high-quality, weather friendly, cost effective joint 
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When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it is 
important to know that the resources making up the Southwest Defense Complex are 
linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is 
also prudent to note that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capability to assume 
substantial additional activity if manpower permits. 

We wanted to be sure that you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the 
Southwest Defense Complex and its role in our nation's defense. Please accept our best 
regards as you and your colleagues complete your difficult assignment. 

Sincerely, 
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August 17,2005 

General Lloyd W. Newton (USAF RET), Commissioner 

Dear Comrm#ewton, 

The Southwest Defense Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of 
representatives from California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined 
the Alliance in 2004. The six states work together to educate decision makers on the 
defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the 
most efficient use of taxpayer dollars to attain the highest military value. 

We applaud Department of Defense efforts to reduce costs via the very difficult Base 
Realignment and Closure process. We also recognize that our six state region, known as 
the Southwest Defense Complex, contains a unique, synergistic mix of military 
installations that provide the only regional capability in the nation able to meet 
Department of Defense requirements identified in the Joint Vision 20 10 report. 

Our six-state complex and the adjacent off shore areas provide the Department of 
Defense with unparalleled access to high-quality, weather friendly, cost effective joint 
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st Defense Complex unique? Several examples follow: 
launch a cruise missile off the coast of California and recover it 

Range. 
> The bapibility for large scale, multi-service exercises such Roving Sands 

cond:ct& &om many locations in Texas and New Mexico. 
> Thd ien8kh lack o f  air and ground encroachment permitting testing current and 
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When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it $ 
important to know that the resources making up the Southwest Defense Complex mi 
linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is 
also prudent to note that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capability to assume 
substantial additional activity if manpower permits. 

We wanted to be sure that you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the 
Southwest Defense Complex and its role in our nation's defense. Please accept our best 
regards as you and your colleagues complete your difficult assignment. 
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August 17,2005 

The Honorable James V. Hansen, Commissioner 

Dear Commissioner Hqnsen, 

The Southwest Defense Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of 
representatives from California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined 
the Alliance in 2004. The six states work together to educate decision makers on the 
defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the 
most eficient use of taxpayer dollars to attain the highest 

We applaud Department of Defense efforts to reduce costs via the very difficult Base 
Realignment and Closure process. We also recognize that our six state region, known as 
the Southwest Defense Complex, contains a unique, synergistic mix of military 
installations that provide the only regional capability in the nation able to meet 
Department of Defense requirements identified in the Joint Vision 2010 report. 

Our six-state complex and the adjacent off shore areas provide the Department of 
Defense with unparalleled access to high-quality, weather friendly, cost effective joint 

:I 1 ( $ 1  !vF mdes  @ souihwest Defense Complex unique? Several examples follow: 
11 k 'The capability to launch a cruise missile off the coast of California and recover it 

on the Utah Test & Training Range. 
> The capability for large scale, multi-service exercises such as ands 

condddted from many locations in Texas and New ~ e x i c o .  . 
> The ldneral lack of air and ground encroachment permitting testing current and 
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When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it is 
important to know that the resources making up the Southwest Defense Complex are 
linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is 
also prudent to note that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capability to assume 
substantial additional activity if manpower permits. 

We wanted to be sure that you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the 
Southwest Defense Complex and its role in our nation's defense. Please accept our best 
regards as you and your colleagues complete your difficult assignment. 

Sincerely, 
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'SOUTHWEST DEFENSE ALLIANCE 
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Brigadier General Sue E. Turner (USAF ret.), Commissioner 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
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Dear General Turner, 

The Southwest Defense Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of 
representatives from California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined 
the Alliance in 2004. The six states work together to educate decision makers on the 
defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the 
most efficient use of taxpayer dollars to attain the highest military value. 

We applaud Department of Defense efforts to reduce costs via'the very difficult Base 
- -  Realignment and Closure process. We also recognize that our six state region, known as 

the Southwest Defense Complex, contains a unique, synergistic mix of military 
installations that provide the only regional capability in the nation able to meet 
Department of Defense requirements identified in the Joint Vision 2010 report. 

Our six-state complex and the adjacent off shore areas provide the Department of 
Defense with unparalleled access to high-quality, weather friendly, cost effective joint 
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When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it is 
important to know that the resources making up the Southwest Defense Complex are 
linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is 
also prudent to note that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capability to assume 
substantial additional activity if manpower permits. 

We wanted to be sure that you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the 
Southwest Defense Complex and its role in our nation's defense. Please accept our best 
regards as you and your colleagues complete your dificult assignment. 

Sincerely, 

DCN: 7821
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2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
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Dear General Hill, 

The Southwest Defense Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of 
representatives from California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined 
the Alliance in 2004: The six states work together to educate decision makers on the 
defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the" 
most efficient use of taxpayer dollars to attain the highest military value. 

We applaud Department of Defense 'bfforts to reduce costs via the v& difficht Bas; 
Realignment and Closure process. We also recognize that our six state region, known as 
the Southwest Defense Complex, contains a unique, synergistic mix of military 
installations that provide the only regional capability in the nation able to meet 
Department of Defense requirements identified in the Joint Vision 201 0 report. 

Our six-state complex and the adjacent off shore areas provide the Department of 
Defense with unparalleled access to high-quality, weather friendly, cost effective joint 
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When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it is 
important to know that the resources making up the Southwest Defense Complex are 
linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is 
also prudent to note that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capability to assume 
substantial additional activity if manpower permits. 

We wanted to be sure that you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the 
Southwest Defense Complex and its role in our nation's defense. Please accept our best 
regards as you and your colleagues complete your difficult assignment. 

Sincerely, 

DCN: 7821
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August 17,2005 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray, Commissioner 
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Dear Commissioner Bilbray, , " ; .g;t,;; ' , ; 
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, li$i',, 
The Southwest Defense Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of 
representatives from California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined Is! 11 
the Alliance in 2004. The six states work together to educate decision makers on the !; 1 
defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the 111 1 
most efficient use of tiurpayer dollars to attain the highest military value. I;; 2 ,  I ; 
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to reduce costs via the very difficult Base 
ill ~ ~ 1 ~ ,  

We applaud Department of 
Realignment and Closure process. We also recognize that our six state region, known as i i ', i I;, 

the Southwest Defense Complex, contains a unique, synergistic mix of military / I 1 ' 1 1 1  / I  

installations that provide the only regional capability in the nation able to meet 
Department of Defense requirements identified in the Joint Vision 2010 report. I / I  
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Our six-state complex and the adjacent off shore areas provide the Department of 
Defense - with unparalleled access to high-quality, weather friendly, cost effective joint 
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When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it is 
important to know that the resources making up the Southwest Defense Complex are 
linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is 
also prudent to note that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capability to assume 
substantial additional activity if manpower permits. 

We wanted to be sure that you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the 
Southwest Defense Complex and its role in our nation's defense. Please accept our best 
regards as you and your colleagues complete your difficult assignment. 

Sincerely, 
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