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August 17, 2005

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman
2005 Defense Ba ‘Closure and Reahgnment Commission

Dear Chairman Principi,.

- The Southwest Defense Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of I
representatives from California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined:
the Alliance in 2004 The six states work together to educate decision makers on the
- defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the !
most efﬁclent use: of taxpayer dollars to attain the highest m1l}tary value. :

"We applaud Department of Defense efforts to reduce costs V1a ) ‘the very' difficult Base*
.- Realignment and Clesure process. We also recogmze that our six state reglon known as
‘the Southwest Defense Complex, contains a unique, synerg1st1c mix: of - military
installations that provide the only regional capability in the nation able to meet
'Department of Defense requirements identified in the Joint Vision 2010 report.

Our six-state complex and the adjacent off shore areas provide the Department of
Defense with unparalleled access to high-quality, weather fnendly, cost effective joint
= Thi mtegrated array
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When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it is
important to know that the resources making up the Southwest Defense Complex are
linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is
also prudent to note that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capab;hty to assume
substantial additional activity if manpower permits.

We wanted to be sure that you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the
Southwest Defense Complex and its role in our nation’s defense. Please accept our best
regards as you and your colleagues complete your difficult assignment.

Sirncerel—y,‘

%

- Charles G Thomas
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August 17, 2005

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner, Commissioner

2005 Defense Base Closure and. Reah ent Commission
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gton, VA 22202

Dear Commissioner Skinner,

The Southwest Defense “Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of
representatives from California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined
the Alliance in 2004: The six states work together to educate decision makers on the

'defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the

most efﬁcrent use of taxpayer dollars to attarn the hlghest mrhtary value

We applaud Department of Defense efforts to reduce ‘costs via the very dlfﬁcult Base
Realignment and Closure process. - We also recognize that our:six ‘state region, known' as
the Southwest Defense Complex, contains a unique, synergistic mix of military

 installations that provide the only regional capability in the nation able to meet
Department of Defense requirements identified in the-Joint Vision 2010 report.

Py > "The capab111ty to launch a cruise missile off the coast of Cahforma and recover it

Our six-state complex and the adjacent off shore areas provide the Department of
Defense with- unparalleled -access to thh-quahty weather frrendly, cost effectrve joint

- on the Utah Test & Training Range. -
» The capability’ for large ‘scale, multi-service exercises: such as Rovrng Sands
- conducted-from many locations in Texas and New-Mexico. SEE T
» The general lack of air and ground encroachment perm1tt1ng testlng current and
:-future weapons systems ARSI :
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When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it is
important to know that the resources making up the Southwest Defense Complex are
linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is
also prudent to note that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capability to assume
substantial additional activity if manpower permits. :

We wanted to be sure that you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the
Southwest Defense Complex and its role in our nation’s defense. Please accept our best
regards as you and your colleagues complete your difficult assignment.

/_/

Sincerely,

Charles G. Thom4s”
i g S
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August 17, 2005

Admiral Harold W. Gehman Jr. (USN RET), Commissioner
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
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Dear Commissioner Gehman,

The Southwest Defense Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of
representatives from California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined
the Alliance in 2004. The six states work together to educate decision makers on the
“defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the
most efficient use of taxpayer dollars to attam the h1ghest mrlltary Value o

We applaud Department of Defense efforts to reduce’ costs v1a the very difficult . Base
Realignment and Closure process:. We also recogmze that our six state reglon, known as
the Southwest Defense Complex, contains a unique, synergistic mix of military
installations that provide the only regional capability in the nation able to meet
Department of Defense requirements identified in the Joint Vision 2010 report.

Our six-state complex and the adjacent off shore areas provide the Department of
Defense with unparalleled access to hrgh-quahty, weather fnendly, cost eﬁ'ectlve joint

What makes the Southwest Defense Complex unique? Several examples follow:
> The capability to launch a cruise missile off the coast of Cahfornla and recover it
- on the Utah Test & Training Range. : ,
> The capab111ty for large scale, multi-service exercises such as’ Rovmg Sands-
‘ 1 conducted from:many locations in Texas and New Mexico. a
» The general lack of air and ground encroachment pernnttmg testlng current and
) future weapons. systems S :
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When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it is
important to know that the resources making up the Southwest Defense Complex are
linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is
also prudent to note that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capab111ty to assume
substantial additional activity if manpower permits. : -

We wanted to be sure that you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the
Southwest Defense Complex and its role in our nation’s defense. Please accept our best
regards as you and your colleagues complete your difficult assignment.

President
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August 17, 2005

The 'Honorable Philip Coyle, Commissioner
2005 Defense Base Closure and Reahgnment Comm1ss1on

Dear Commissioner Coyle,

The Southwest Defense Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of
representatives from California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined
the Alliance in 2004: The six states work together to educate decision makers on the
defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the
most efﬁc1ent use of. taxpayer dollars to attain the hlghest mlhtary value.
We applaud Department of Defense eﬁorts to reduce costs V1a the very d1fﬁcult Base
- Realignment and Closure process.. We also recogmze that our six state reg1on known as
~the Southwest Defense Complex, contains a unique, synerg1st1c mix of military
installations that provide the only regional capability in the nation able to meet
Department of Defense requlrements identified. in. the J oint Vision 2010 report.

Our six-state complex ;and ‘the adjacent off shore areas provide the Department of
Defense with unparalleled access to hlgh quality, weather fnendly, cost effective joint
- s mne .;sﬁThrs,network_ .arrays

What makes the. Southwectilllf)efense Complex unique? Several exam nles follow:
» The capability. to!laﬁjl{]hch a cruise missile off the coast iof C3 [hforma and recover it

on the Utah Test &

.. future weapons systems
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When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it is
important to know that the resources making up the Southwest Defense Complex are

) linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is
also prudent to note that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capability to assume
substantial additional activity if manpower permits.

We wanted to be sure that you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the
Southwest Defense Complex and its role in our nation’s defense. Please accept our best
regards as you and your colleagues complete your difficult assignment.

Sincerely,

s 1o

“ Tl
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August 17, 2005

General Lloyd W. Newton (USAF RET), Commissioner

2005 Defense Base Closure and Reahgnment Comm1ss1on

Vel
Dear Common,

The Southwest Defense Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of
representatives from California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined
the Alliance in 2004. The six states work together to educate decision makers on the
defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the
most efficient use of taxpayer dollars to attain the highest military value.

We ‘applaud Department. of Defense. efforts to reduce costs .via the very difficult Base
Realignment and Closure process. We also recognize that our six state region, known as
the Southwest Defense Complex, contains a unique, synergistic mix of military
installations that provide the only regional capability in the nation able to meet
Department of Defense requirements identified in the Joint Vision 2010 report. -

Our six-state complex and the adjacent off shore areas provide the Department of
Defense with unparalleled access to high-quality, weather frlendly, cost effective joint
ranches .of.the arm_ed forces This network.

a 111ty for large scale, mult1-serv1ce exercrses such S Rovmg Sands

pabi

conductej:r’i| t‘rom many locations in Texas and New Mexico...

> The generlal lack of air and ground encroachment permlttmg testlng current and
future we ponsgfstems T T B

.....
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When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it i
important to know that the resources making up the Southwest Defense Complex arg:
linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is .
also prudent to note that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capability to assume
substantial additional activity if manpower permits.

~We wanted to be sure that - you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the
Southwest Defense Complex and its role in our nation’s defénse. Please accept our best
regards as you and your colleagues complete your difficult assignment.

Charles G. Thomas
~ President.

‘;jWV'V]W.swdefensealliance.org; gl
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August 17, 2005

The Honorable James V. Hansen Commissioner
2005 Defense Base Closure and Reahgnment Comm1ss1on

Dear Commissioner Hansen,

The Southwest Defense Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of
representatives from California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined
the Alliance in 2004. The six states work together to.educate decision-makers on the
defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the
most efﬁclent use of taxpayer dollars to attaln the hlghest m111tary value :

We applaud Department of Defense efforts 10 reduce costs ‘via: the very dlﬂicult Base
Realignment and Closure procéss. We also recognize that our six state region, known as
~~ the Southwest Defense Complex, contains a unique, synergistic mix of military
installations that provide the only regional capability in the -nation able to meet
Department of Defense requirements identified in the Joint Vision 2010 report.

Our six-state complex and the adjacent off shore areas provide the Department of
_ Defense w1th unparalleled access to hlgh-quahty, weather frlendly, cost effective joint

o \?‘-'conduct" d from many locatrons in Texas and New Mex1co R
> The' general lack of alr and ground encroachment perrmttlng testrng current and

1
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~ When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it is
important to know that the resources making up the Southwest Defense Complex are
linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is
also prudent to note that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capability to assume
substantial additional activity if manpower permits.

We wanted to be sure that you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the
Southwest Defense Complex and its role in our nation’s defense. Please accept our best
regards as you and your colleagues complete your difficult assignment.

Sincerely,
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August 17, 2005

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner (USAF ret.), Commissioner
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Comm1ss1on

=
1
Dear General Turner,

The Southwest Defense Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of
representatives from California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined
the Alliance in 2004: The six states work together to educate decision makers on the
defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the

We applaud Department of Defense eﬁ‘orts to reduce costs v1a the very ‘difficult Base
. Realignment and:Closure process. We also recogmze that ¢ our six state region known as
the Southwest Defense Complex, contains a unique, synergistlc mix of military
installations that provide the only regional capability in the nation able to meet
Department of Defense requirements identified in the J oint V1s1on 2010 report.

Our six-state complex and the adjacent off shore areas provide the Department of
Defense with unparalleled access to hlgh-quahty, weather frrendly, cost effective Jomt

e o %

U4 tlon ca"p

( pabrhty to.launch a. cruise missﬂe off the coast of California and recover it

-on the Utah Test & Training Range. .

- » The 'capablhty for large scale, ‘multi-service exercises such as Rov1ng Sands
s conducted from ‘many. locations in Texas and New Mexico. N

The general lack: of air and ground encroachment permrttlng testmg ‘current and

: ﬁmlreweaponssystems Lt T
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When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it is
important to know that the resources making up the Southwest Defense Complex are
linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is
also prudent to note that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capablhty to assume
substantial additional activity if manpower permits.

" We wanted to be sure that you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the
Southwest Defense Complex and its role in our nation’s defense. Please accept our best
regards as you and your colleagues complete your difficult assignment.

Sincerely,

Charles . ’o
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August 17, 2005

General James T. Hill (USA ret.), Commissioner
2005 Defense Base Closure and Reahgnment Comm1ss1on

Dear General Hill,

The Southwest Defense Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of

representatives from California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined

the Alliance in 2004: The six states work together to educate decision makers on the

defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the”
most efﬁc_ient use of taxpaye_r,dollars to attain the highest military value.

- We applaud Department of Defense eﬁ'orts to reduce costs v1a the very “difficult Base
Realignment and Closure process. ‘We also recogmze that our six state region, known as
the “Southwest Defense Complex, contains a unique, synergrstlc mix of rmhtary
installations that provide the only regional capability in the nation able to meet
Department of Defense requirements identified in the Joint Vision 2010 report.

Our six-state complex and the adjacent off shore areas provide the Department of
Defense with unparalleled access to high-quality, weather friendly, cost effective joint
auﬁ’g‘ng;fo%_ all. branches of{ the. armed forces Thrs network .comprises an mtegratg;lg arra

“". g o} o ok ik e M ek
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> The ca ‘abml till ; :H::;li“ﬂ:ﬂl::l"je scale, multi-service exe such as :Rovmg Sands
. conductedl y‘h ""‘c itions in Texas and New M S BT
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When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it is
important to know that the resources making up the Southwest Defense Complex are
linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is
also prudent to note that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capablllty to assume
substantial additional activity if manpower permits.

We wanted to be sure that you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the
Southwest Defense Complex and its role in our nation’s defense. Please accept our best
regards as you and your colleagues complete your difficult assignment.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable James H. Bilbray, Commissioner
2005 Defense Base Closure and Real1gnmenthomm1ssmn

Dear Commissioner Bilbray,

The Southwest Defense Alliance was formed in 1997 as a civilian alliance of
representatives from California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. Texas joined

" the Alliance in 2004: The six states work together to educate decision makers on the
defense capabilities and assets existing in the southwest United States and to promote the
most efﬁc1ent use: of taxpayer dollars to attain the hlghest m111tary value.

We applaud Department of Defense efforts to reduce costs v1a the very dlfﬁcult Base
Realignment-and Closure process.. We also: recogmze that our six.state region, known as
the Southwest Defense Complex,. contains a unique, synergrstlc mix of -military
installations that-provide the only regional capability in the nation able to meet
Department of Defense requirements 1dent1ﬁed in the Joint Vision 2010 report

Our six-state complex and the adjacent off shore areas prov1de the Department of
Defense with unparalleled access to hlgh quahty, weather. fnendly, cost effective joint

> ~The capab111ty to launc cruise missile off the coast of Cahfomla and recover it

- onthe Utah Test & Tra ning Range. -
- .>» - The- capability for ilarge scale -multi-service exerc1ses such
- =1 “conducted from many locatlons in- Texas and.- New Mex1co

www.swdefensealliance.org
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When closing, relocating or centralizing defense facilities are being considered it is
important to know that the resources making up the Southwest Defense Complex are
linked in a variety of ways and operate effectively in a joint service environment. It is
also prudent to note that the Southwest Defense Complex has the capability to assume
substantial additional activity if manpower permits.

We wanted to be sure that you and your fellow commissioners are aware of the
Southwest Defense Complex and its role in our nation’s defénse. Please accept our best
regards as you and your colleagues complete your difficult assignment.

/ Sincerely,

Ch%%s{gﬂmas b
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