
Stephenie G. Cox 
13 17 South Avenue E 
Portales, New Mexico 88 11 30 

Admiral Harold W. Gehman Jr., 

This letter is for yctur reconsideration of closing Cannon Air Force Base, located 

at Clovis New Mexico. If this base is closed it will be devastating to all of the 

surrounding communities, such as Clovis, Portales, Grady, Melrose, Texico New Mexico, 

and in these Texas cities: Farwell, Friona, Hereford, Canyon, Amarillo, and countless 

other communities. In these communities farming was our main economic support, until 

Cannon was established many years ago. After Cannon came here the economy was not 

solely dependent of farming, as we all know the world has changed and farming can not 

support any family like it use to years ago. Cannon Air Force Base is the main source of 

economic stature here in Portales and Clovis. I was born and raised here in Portales and 

moved to Amarillo, TX, where I lived for 25 years. I moved back home, to Portales, 4 

years ago and I am still amazed by how much Clovis and Portales have grown in this 

short amount of time. I just. want you to realize that closing Cannon Air Force Base will 

devastate many lives here, and all of our surrounding towns. I hope that when you visit 

our home, will you please look into the eyes of the people here and see the desperation, 

and panic that is effecting everyone that lives here. 

I feel like all other Americans, after the 9- 1 1 attack, that our country needs all our 

air bases open and ready to defend our country here at home. Today most of our troops 

are overseas, and our country is left wide-open to terrorists' threat. I have looked at the 

maps and Cannon Air Forcc: Base is centrally located between several states that need 
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protection. Such as Pantex in Amarillo Texas, this plant still has nuclear weapons there 

and the closest Air Base that can protect it is Cannon Air Force Base. If Cannon were 

considered to be closed, the only Air Base that can protect us would be the base in 

Albuquerque, New Mexico, which is too far away to help any of us, or protect the Pantex 

Plant in Amarillo, Texas. 

So I beg you to please reconsider the closing of Cannon Air Force Base, because 

if it were to close, it wouldl be devastating to the economics of this area, and leave this 

large part of the central United States vulnerable to terrorists. 

Stephenie G. Cox 
Very Concerned Citizen of'the United States 


































