
BRAC Commission Chairman and Members, (staff cop 

I am writing you regarding the inclusion of Cannon AFB on the base closure list. I must 
say that I am amazed that Cannon ever got on the list, but since it is I feel compelled to write you 
and voice my concern over what could be a grave mistake in regards to the defense of our great 
nation. I know that letters such as these are often only read by staffers and please take no offense 
staffers, but my time is just as valuable as yours, and of the Commission members, and thus I feel 
that I have a right to have m,y views reviewed by those that will actually make this decision. 

Cannon AFB shoulcl not be on the closure list because it in no way fits the criteria, 
especially when viewed comparatively to other bases. The base has more than adequate air 
space, especially when considering the soon to be implemented New Mexico Training Initiative, 
which will offer supersonic training opportunities for our pilots which they need and deserve to 
have. Encroachment is in no way an issue it Cannon AFB. Have you been to Luke AFB lately? 
Will it take a disaster at Luke for the political considerations to be put aside, or will someone do 
what is right and close a base that is so encroached upon that the effectiveness of the mission is 
affected on a daily basis as well as the safety of countless civilians. Great weather, a bombing 
range minutes from the end of the runway, and more than enough space and facilities for 
expanded training and mission needs, again lead one to ask, "How did Cannon get on the list to 
begin with?" 

Cannon and the surrounding communities have a special relationship which I can say are 
vastly superior in comparison to most military installation - civilian sector relationships. I feel I 
can address this area since I retired from the USAF twelve years ago and retired here because I 
was so impressed with the local community. Many, many other retirees have done likewise and 
they help form a core contingency joined by local civilians that has: purchased air easements 
around the base and given them to the Air Force, purchased land north of the base and given it to 
the base for housing, and purchased land west of the base for an instrument lighting runway 
system. This support and community commitment has helped lead Cannon to winning numerous 
awards. I won't bore you with the history, but look at it, why they've even won the CINC 
Installation Excellence Award. 

Our nation is at war, a war that isn't going to be easily won and will take great resolve to 
gain victory in. While there may be some trimming of bases that needs to take place, Cannon is 
not a place that needs to be 1.rimmed; in fact it would seem to be a place that needs to be expanded 
when the data noted above is considered. I've heard that the main justification for closing 
Cannon is that its aircraft doesn't have the value of other aircraft. Well what's the problem - they 
do fly, move the low value craft out and bring in the higher value ones. How can the aircraft at a 
location justify closing that location? That's like shooting the horse because the jockey is old and 
tired, even if the horse can still run, has great near term potential, and may eventually sire many 
champions. C'mon let's do what's right here and preserve this ideal location for future use by our 
Armed Forces. They desene the very best we can provide them with and Cannon AFB is just 
such a place. Thank-you for your time and I know you are faced with an awesome responsibility. 
May God bless you as you go about the task you have at hand. 

encl-ind Itr's 
Superintendent 
Clovis Christian School 
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