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Summary of Scenario Environmental Impacts - Criterion 8
 
Scenario ID#:    USAF0055V2 (136c3) 
Brief Description: Realign NAS New Orleans ARS.  The 926th Fighter Wing (AFRC) will 
distribute its A-10 aircraft to the 442d Fighter Wing (AFRC), Whiteman AFB, Missouri (9 
PAA); and to the AFRC 917th Wing  at Barksdale AFB, Louisiana (6 PAA). 
 
 

General Environmental Impacts

Environmental Resource 
Area New Orleans 

Air Quality The base is located within 100 miles of Breton Wilderness Area, 
a critical air quality region.  This does not restrict operations. 

Cultural/ Archeological/ 
Tribal Resources 

No impact 

Dredging No impact 

Land Use Constraints/ 
Sensitive Resource Areas 

No impact 

Marine Mammals/ Marine 
Resources/ Marine 
Sanctuaries 

No impact 

Noise Noise contours will need to be re-evaluated as a result of the 
change in mission.  The AICUZ reflects the current mission, 
local land use, and current noise levels.  6,333 acres off-base 
within the noise contours are zoned by the local community.   
690 of these acres are residentially zoned.  The community has 
not purchased easements for area surrounding the installation. 

Threatened& Endangered 
Species/ Critical Habitat 

No T&E species or critical habitats exist.  No impact to T&E 
species is expected. 

Waste Management No impact 

Water Resources  
 

No impact 

Wetlands Wetlands Survey may need to be conducted to determine impact.  
Wetlands do not currently restrict operations.  Additional 
operations may impact wetlands, which may restrict operations. 
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Impacts of Costs

 New Orleans 

Environmental 
Restoration 

DERA money spent through FY03 ($K): N/A 
Estimated CTC ($K): N/A 
DO NOT ENTER IN COBRA 

Waste Management No impact 
Environmental 

Compliance  
No impact 

 
 

General Environmental Impacts

Environmental Resource 
Area Barksdale 

Air Quality No impact 

Cultural/ Archeological/ 
Tribal Resources 

18 possible archaeological sites are present, but do not restrict 
operations.  A native American tribe rarely interacts with the 
installation regarding archaeological and burial sites.  1 historic 
district is present encompassing 230 acres.  Additional 
operations may impact these cultural resources and restrict 
operations. 

Dredging No impact 

Land Use Constraints/ 
Sensitive Resource Areas 

The base identified three altered, modified or rerouted ground 
operations restrictions.  Military Munitions Response Program 
sites exist on the installation and may represent a safety hazard 
for future development.  The base uses safety waivers and 
exemptions to accomplish the mission.  Additional operations 
may compound the need for safety waivers. 

Marine Mammals/ Marine 
Resources/ Marine 
Sanctuaries 

No impact 

Noise Less than a 3dB general increase in contours can be expected.  
The AICUZ and JLUS reflect the current mission, local land use, 
and current noise levels.  35,343 acres off-base within the noise 
contours are zoned by the local community.  3,194 of these acres 
are residentially zoned.  The community has not purchased 
easements for area surrounding the installation. 

Threatened& Endangered 
Species/ Critical Habitat 

T&E species and/or critical habitats exist and impact operations.  
Additional operations may further impact T&E species and/or 

Draft Deliberative Document--For Discussion Purposes Only--Do Not Release Under FOIA Page 2 of 7 

DCN: 618



Draft Deliberative Document--For Discussion Purposes Only--Do Not Release Under FOIA 
 

critical habitats. 

Waste Management No impact 

Water Resources  No impact 

Wetlands Wetlands restrict 7% of the base. Wetlands do not currently 
restrict operations.  Additional operations may impact wetlands, 
which may restrict operations. 

 

Impacts of Costs

 Barksdale 

Environmental 
Restoration 

DERA money spent through FY03 ($K): 15,590 
Estimated CTC ($K): 38,442 
DO NOT ENTER IN COBRA 

Waste Management No impact 
Environmental 

Compliance  
FY06 NEPA cost: Scenario $187K / Cumulative $281K 

 
 

General Environmental Impacts

Environmental Resource 
Area Whiteman (Gaining) 

Air Quality A minor air permit revision may be needed. 

Cultural/ Archeological/ 
Tribal Resources 

No impact 

Dredging No impact 

Land Use Constraints/ 
Sensitive Resource Areas 

Military Munitions Response Program sites exist on the 
installation and may represent a safety hazard for future 
development. 

Marine Mammals/ Marine 
Resources/ Marine 
Sanctuaries 

No impact 

Noise Less than a 3dB general increase in contours can be expected. 
The AICUZ reflects the current mission and local land use.  The 
area surrounding the base is not zoned by the local community.  
The community has not purchased easements for the area 
surrounding the installation. 

Threatened& Endangered 
Species/ Critical Habitat 

No T&E species or critical habitats exist.  No impact to T&E 
species is expected. 
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Waste Management No impact. 

Water Resources  No impact. 

Wetlands Wetlands do not exist.  No impact. 

 

Impacts of Costs

 Whiteman (Gaining) 

Environmental 
Restoration 

DERA money spent through FY03 ($K): 23073 
Estimated CTC ($K): 7626 
DO NOT ENTER IN COBRA 

Waste Management No impact 
Environmental 

Compliance  
FY06 NEPA Documentation cost: Scenario $281K / Cumulative 
$281K 
FY07 Minor air permit revision cost: Scenario $50K / Cumulative 
$50K 

 
 

General Environmental Impacts

Environmental Resource 
Area Nellis 

Air Quality A preliminary conformity analysis shows that a conformity 
determination may be required. A more in-depth review is 
required.  The inability to achieve a positive conformity 
determination may be a constraint to this scenario.  Air emission 
offsets may be required.  The installation is located within 100 
miles of the Grand Canyon, a critical air quality region.  This 
causes no air quality restrictions.  A significant air permit 
revision may be necessary. 

Cultural/ Archeological/ 
Tribal Resources 

Sites or areas with high potential for archeological sites were 
identified.  The base is currently in formal consultation with 16 
Native American Tribes that have asserted an interest in the 
military installation for the purposes of the National Historic 
Preservation Act or other required consultation activities.  The 
sacred, archeological, and burial sites are local to the installation. 

Dredging No impact 

Land Use Constraints/ 
Sensitive Resource Areas 

The Desert National Wildlife Range restricts range operations 
ground activities above 4,000 ft MSL via MOU with US Fish 
and Wildlife Service.  This restricts 20% of the range land.  Four 
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factors were identified at the Nevada Test and Training Range 
that constrain operations.  Three of the operational constraints 
last two weeks per year, and the fourth constraint lasts one week 
per year.  The four constraints are of the following type: Unable 
to complete training requirements at home installation and must 
go TDY.  One factor was identified at Nellis that constrains 
operations for two weeks per year.  The constraint is of the 
following type: Unable to complete training requirements at 
home installation and must go TDY.  Military Munitions 
Response Program sites exist on the installation and may 
represent a safety hazard for future development.  

Marine Mammals/ Marine 
Resources/ Marine 
Sanctuaries 

No impact 

Noise Noise contours will need to be re-evaluated as a result of the 
change in mission.  The AICUZ reflects the current mission, 
local land use, and current noise levels.  11,920 acres off-base 
within the noise contours are zoned by the local community. 
1,060 of these acres are residentially zoned.  The community has 
not purchased easements for area surrounding the installation. 

Threatened& Endangered 
Species/ Critical Habitat 

T&E species and/or critical habitats already restrict operations 
with a Biological Opinion.  Additional operations may impact 
T&E species and/or critical habitats.  In addition, the Biological 
Opinion will need to be evaluated to ensure the scenario 
conforms to it. 

Waste Management Modification of hazardous waste program is needed. 

Water Resources  
 

No impact 

Wetlands Wetlands do not currently restrict operations.  Additional 
operations may impact wetlands, which may restrict operations. 

 

Impacts of Costs

 Nellis 

Environmental 
Restoration 

DERA money spent through FY03 ($K): 43,187 
Estimated CTC ($K): 29,177 
DO NOT ENTER IN COBRA 

Waste Management FY07 Waste Program Modification: Scenario $1K / Cumulative 
$100K 

Environmental 
Compliance  

FY06 NEPA cost: Scenario $2K / Cumulative $318K 
FY07 Air Conformity Analysis: : Scenario $0K / Cumulative $50K 
FY07 Air Conformity Determination: Scenario $1K / Cumulative 
$100K 
FY07 Significant Air Permit Revision: Scenario $2K / Cumulative 
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$300K 
FY07 Air Emission offsets: Scenario $19K / Cumulative $3691K 

 
 

General Environmental Impacts

Environmental Resource 
Area Buckley 

Air Quality An initial conformity analysis shows that a conformity 
determination is not required.   
The base is located within 100 miles of three critical air quality 
regions.  This does not restrict operations. 
The use of military smoke or obscurant for training is restricted 
on the military installation. 

Cultural/ Archeological/ 
Tribal Resources 

The scenario may impact two historic properties that are not in 
historic districts. 

Dredging No impact 

Land Use Constraints/ 
Sensitive Resource Areas 

The laws, regulations, or policies enforced by, or the activities of 
non-DoD federal, tribal, state or local agencies or their land 
constrain the main installation mission operations. 
Operations are already restricted because of four constraints.  
The first constraint is a restriction to air operations due to noise 
from January to September.  The other three constraints are such 
that enactment of limited night-time flying has caused delays in 
mission at three training ranges from May to September from 
2200 to 0700 hours. 
Additional operations may further impact constraining factors 
and therefore further restrict operations. 
There are five restrictions to training areas.  All involve over 
flight by at least 1,500 feet above ground level.  Four of the 
restrictions, totaling 8 square miles, are in effect from May to 
July.  The fifth restriction, totaling 10 square miles, is in effect 
all year long. 
Military Munitions Response Program sites exist on the 
installation and may represent a safety hazard for future 
development.   

Marine Mammals/ Marine 
Resources/ Marine 
Sanctuaries 

No impact 

Noise Less than a 3dB general increase in contours can be expected.  
The AICUZ reflects the current mission, local land use, and 
current noise levels.  2,883 acres off-base within the noise 
contours are zoned by the local community.  Nine of these acres 
are residentially zoned.  The community has not purchased 
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easements for area surrounding the installation. 

Threatened& Endangered 
Species/ Critical Habitat 

No T&E species or critical habitats exist.  No impact to T&E 
species is expected. 

Waste Management No impact 

Water Resources  
 

No impact 

Wetlands Wetlands restrict 0.5% of the base. Wetlands already restrict 
operations.  Additional operations may impact wetlands, which 
may restrict operations.  

 

Impacts of Costs

 Buckley 

Environmental 
Restoration 

DERA money spent through FY03 ($K): 7,845 
Estimated CTC ($K): 13,075 
DO NOT ENTER IN COBRA 

Waste Management No impact 
Environmental 

Compliance  
FY07 Air Conformity Analysis: Scenario $4K / Cumulative $50K 
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