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RESOLUTION

Nadonal Headquarters, The American Leglon
Eighty-Seventh Annual National Convention, Honolulu, Hawai}

August 23, 24, 25, 3005
RESOLUTION NO. 167
SUBJECT: Retention of Walter Reed Army Medical Center

NATSEC FOREIGN RELAT.

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL SECURITY

WHEREAS, A recommendation set forth in the 2005 DoD Base Realignment and Closure report (BRAC), which is currently under
active cons{deration, would close the Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, DC, and transfer its functions to other

-

proposed and existing facflities in Maryland and Virglnia; and
WHEREAS, Walter Reed Army Medical Center (WWRAMC) is considered to be America’s premier military medical facility; and

WHEREAS, The Walter Reed facility was originally established in 1909 as the result of legislation adopted by the Congress, and a
new main hospital was dedicated in September 1977; and

WHERFEAS, The WRAMC campus hosts several other vitally important organizations including the Armed Forces Insttute of
Pathology and the Army Physical Disability Agency; and

WHEREAS, Located at the Walter Reed faeflity are the Mologne House, a 1,111 room hotel where soldiers and their families are
comfortably accommodated while receiving outpatient treatment at the hospital, and three Fisher Houses for the comfort of families
of hospitalized soldiers; and

WHEREAS, During WWI the hospital’s capacity grew from 80 patient beds to 2,500 in a matter of months, and through WWII,
Korea and the Vietnam War hundreds of thousands of soldiers were treated there; and

WHEREAS, Today WRAMC serves the military community from the Washington, DC area, and around the world, admitting 16,000
patients a year. As of August 1, 2005, since the onset of Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom, WRAMC had
treated thousands of casualties, Including 265 amputees, 37 of whom are multiple amputees; and

WHEREAS, The facility is currently operating at nearly full capacity, treating these casualties of the Global War on Terrorism; and
WHEREAS, Walter Reed Army Medical Center is a nationa] treasure; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion fully supports the mission of the Walter Reed Army Medical Center and is convinced that closing
the facility and transferring its functions would be a grave mistake and detrimental to the provision of support to families of
casualties, military retiree veterans and their familles, complex medical care, gradusate education and clinjcal research, all of which
are of the utmost importance in maintaining the fighting strength of the United States Army; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in Honolulu, Hawail, August 23, 24, 25, 2005, That The
American Legion unalterably oppose the closing of the Walter Reed Army Medical Center and the transfer of it’s functions to other
‘actlities, as is proposed in the DoD Bage Realignment and Closure report.

‘his is to certify that the above resolution was adopted by our Department Convention but with indicated National action substituted for local
2solving clause,
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