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Defense Base Closure and Realignment Timeline 
 
Now thru 
May 16, 05 DoD Deliberative Process.  DoD undertakes internal data gathering and analytic 

process necessary to formulate recommendations and meet the statutory reporting 
requirements outlined below. 

 
Dec 31, 03 Draft Selection Criteria.  Not later than this date the Secretary of Defense "shall 

publish in the Federal Register and transmit to the congressional defense 
committees the criteria proposed to be used by the Secretary in making 
recommendations for the closure or realignment of military installations inside the 
United states."  There is a 30 day public comment period.   

 
Feb ~, 04  Force Structure Plan & Infrastructure Inventory to Congress.  As part of the FY 05 

Budget justification documents submitted to Congress, the Secretary shall include 
the following: 
• A "force-structure plan for the Armed Forces based on an assessment by the 

Secretary of the probable threats to the national security during the 20-year 
period beginning with fiscal year 2005, the probable end-strength levels and 
major military force units (including land force divisions, carrier and other 
major combatant vessels, air wings, and other comparable units) needed to 
meet these threats, and the anticipated levels of funding that will be available 
for national defense purposes during such period." 

• A "comprehensive inventory of military installations world-wide for each 
military department, with specifications of the number and type of facilities in 
the active and reserve forces of each military department." 

• A "description of infrastructure necessary to support the force structure 
described in the force structure plan." 

• A "discussion of excess categories of excess infrastructure and infrastructure 
capacity." 

• An "economic analysis of the effect of the closure or realignment of military 
installations to reduce excess infrastructure." 

• A "certification regarding whether the need exists for the closure or 
realignment of additional military installations; and if such need exists, a 
certification that the additional round of closures and realignments would 
result in annual net savings for each of the military departments beginning  not 
later than fiscal year 2011."  

 
Feb 16, 04 Final Selection Criteria.  Not later than this date the Secretary of Defense shall 

"publish in the Federal Register and transmit to the congressional defense 
committees the final criteria to be used in making recommendations for the 
closure and realignment of military installations inside the United States." 

 
Mar 15, 04 Deadline for Congressional disapproval of Final Selection Criteria 
 
Apr ~, 04 Comptroller General Evaluation.  Not later than 60 days after the date on which 

the force-structure plan and infrastructure inventory are submitted to Congress, 

DCN: 6801



 2 

the Comptroller General shall prepare an evaluation of the force-structure plan, 
infrastructure inventory, selection criteria, and the need for the closure and 
realignment of additional military installations 

 
Mar 15, 05 Revisions to Force-Structure Plan and Infrastructure Inventory.  If the Secretary 

has made any revisions to the force-structure plan and infrastructure inventory, the 
Secretary shall submit those revisions to Congress as part of the FY 06 Budget 
justification documents 

 
Mar 15, 05  Nomination of Commissioners.  Not later than this date, the President must 

transmit to the Senate nominations for the appointment of new members to the 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission.   

  
May 16, 05 Secretary of Defense Recommendations.  Not later than this date, the Secretary 

must publish in the Federal Register and transmit to the congressional defense 
committees and the Commission, a list of the military installations that the 
Secretary recommends for closure or realignment.   
 

Jul 1, 05 Comptroller General Analysis.  Not later than this date, the Comptroller General 
shall transmit to the congressional defense committees, a report containing a 
detailed analysis of the Secretary's recommendations and selection process. 

 
Sep 8, 05 Commission's Recommendations.  Not later than this date, the Commission must 

transmit to the President "a report containing its findings and conclusions based 
on a review and analysis of the Secretary's recommendations." 

 
Sep 23, 05 President's Approval or Disapproval of Commission Recommendations.  Not later 

than this date, the President shall transmit to the Commission and to the Congress, 
"a report containing the President's approval or disapproval of the Commission's 
recommendations."   

 
If the President approves the recommendations, the recommendations are binding 
45 "legislative" days after Presidential transmission or adjournment sine die, 
unless Congress enacts joint resolution of disapproval. 

 
Oct 20, 05 Commission's Revised Recommendations.  If the President disapproves the 

Commission's initial recommendations, the Commission must submit revised 
recommendations to the President not later than this date. 

 
Nov 7, 05 President's Approval or Disapproval of Revised Recommendations.  The 

President must approve the revised recommendations and transmit approval to 
Congress by this date or the process ends.  The recommendations become binding 
45 "legislative" days after Presidential transmission or adjournment sine die, 
unless Congress enacts joint resolution of disapproval. 

 
Apr 15, 06 Commission terminates 
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