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I ' It is our understanding that the Pentagon plans to close Otis Air National Guard 1 . 
I I 

Base and split up the 102"~ fighter wing here on Cape Cod, Massachusetts. I : 

I 
t 

We urge you to reverse the Pentagon's plan for the following reasons: i 

1. The 102"~ Fighter Wing is responsible for patrolling the skies of the Northeast 
coast for homeland defense. It is the closest twenty-four hour alert unit to . . , - c  

i~tercept-air traffic coming into the USA, and:has'beeri activated on a regular 
basis. It was among the first on the scene 6ri '911 1-aid-is dne of the top fighter 
wings in the entire Air National Guard. It makes no sense for our country to 
dismantle one of its best fighter wings and close one of the nation's most 
important air defense installations, especially while our nation is at war. 

1 

2. Otis ANGB has a direct, indirect and induced annual economic impact of I 

$82.3 M in Massachusetts, most specifically on the Cape and south 
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Once again, we urge you to remove the Otis Air National Guard Base and save 
the 102"~ Fighter Wing as part of your 2005 Base Realignment and Closure 
Recommendations. 

DCN: 7822


