
Agapito Trujillo 
604 E. Canadian St. 
Portales, NM 88 130 

General Lloyd Newton 
BRAC commission 
2521 South Clark Street. Suite 600 
Arlington, Va., 22202 

General Newton, 

This letter is in reference to the proposed base realignment and closure list issued by the 
Department of Defense recently. Contained on that list was Cannon Air Force Base in 
Clovis, New Mexico. It is my opinion that this base was put on this list as the result of 
miscalculations on the part of the person or persons composing the list. 

I believe that Cannon Air Force Base is essential in the Defense of our country and in the 
training of the people charged with the duty of that defense. There are many factors that 
lead me to this conclusion. These factors I will list as follows. 

Cannon does not fit the criteria provided for base closure. 
The base has an abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. This provides for 
safer and more realistic training scenarios for pilots. 
Once the New Mexico Training Range Initiative is implemented, we will be able to offer 
pilots the ability to fly supersonic during training missions. This is a very important point. 
as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-life situations. 
The weather in Eastern New Mexico provides year round training ability. 
The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the runway at Cannon. This 
allows pilots to get airborne, and immediately begin training operations over the bombing 
range, rather than spending all of their fuel just to get to the range, having one pass over, 
then returning to the base. 
Cannon has the space and facilities to accommodate joint war-fighting, training, and 
readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and the 
US Navy. 
Cannon has ample spacelramp space to accommodate surge force requirements in 
training and emergency situations. 
The availability of air space and ideal flying weather makes Cannon the perfect candidate 
to support future training missions for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter, and other military 
aircraft. 
Cannon has won countless awards, both on ACC level, Air Force and NAF levels, and 
national and STAT levels. 
The relationship between Cannon Air Force Base and the surrounding towns; Clovis, 
Portales, West Texas, and others, is unlike any other installation in the country. 
Clovis, Portales, Eastern New Mexico, West Texas (including Amarillo and Lubbock) are 
home to a large military retiree population. These people rely on Cannon Air Force base 
for healthcare, grocery shopping, and more. There is not another installation close by to 
serve our retired military. 

Perhaps the most important reason for reconsidering the decision of the D.O.D. is the fact 
that Cannon Air Force Base and the communities surrounding it, namely, Clovis, Portales, 
Floyd, Melrose and countless other municipalities have worked hand in glove throughout the 
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years to build a strong military-community relationship in an effort to help maintain a strong 
National Defense. 

Among the many aspects of this cooperation are the following 

0 In the early 90s, Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico, purchased air 
easements around Cannon Air Force base and GAVE them to the Air Force. This one 
done to protect that air space from encroachment and was an important issue for the Air 
Force. 

0 The local community purchased the land north of Cannon Air Force Base and GAVE it 
back to the Air Force for additional housing, now known as Chavez Manor. 
Within the last few years, our community purchased land west of Cannon and GAVE it 
back to the Air Force for the installation of instrument lighting on the alternate runway at 
the base. 

0 Leaders within our community spear-headed the effort to expand and convert the air 
space to supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training Range Initiative. 

As an individual not connected nor employed by Cannon Air Force Base I urge you to study the 
facts closely before making your final decision. I feel that if all the facts and data are fairly 

assessed you will come to the same conclusion: Keeping Cannon Air Force Base 
is essential to a Free America 

Thank you and god bless you and America 



Agapito Trujillo 
604 E. Canadian St. 
Portales, NM 88 130 

Honorable Samuel Knox Skinner 
BRAC commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Va., 22202 

Mr. Skinner, 

This letter is in reference to the proposed base realignment and closure list issued by the 
Department of Defense recently. Contained on that list was Cannon Air Force Base in 
Clovis, New Mexico. It is my opinion that this base was put on this list as the result of 
miscalculations on the part of the person or persons composing the list. 

I believe that Cannon Air Force Base is essential in the Defense of our country and in the 
training of the people charged with the duty of that defense. There are many factors that 
lead me to this conclusion. These factors I will list as follows. 

Cannon does not fit the criteria provided for base closure. 
The base has an abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. This provides for 
safer and more realistic training scenarios for pilots. 
Once the New Mexico Training Range Initiative is implemented, we will be able to offer 
pilots the ability to fly supersonic during training missions. This is a very important point, 
as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-life situations. 
The weather in Eastern New Mexico provides year round training ability. 
The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the runway at Cannon. This 
allows pilots to get airborne, and immediately begin training operations over the bombing 
range, rather than spending all of their fuel just to get to the range, having one pass over, 
then returning to the base. 
Cannon has the space and facilities to accommodate joint war-fighting, training, and 
readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and the 
US Navy. 
Cannon has ample spacelramp space to accommodate surge force requirements in 
training and emergency situations. 
The availability of air space and ideal flying weather makes Cannon the perfect candidate 
to support future training missions for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter, and other military 
aircraft. 
Cannon has won countless awards, both on ACC level, Air Force and NAF levels, and 
national and STAT levels. 
The relationship between Cannon Air Force Base and the surrounding towns; Clovis, 
Portales, West Texas, and others, is unlike any other installation in the country. 
Clovis, Portales. Eastern New Mexico, West Texas (including Amarillo and Lubbock) are 
home to a large military retiree population. These people rely on Cannon Air Force base 
for healthcare, grocery shopping, and more. There is not another installation close by to 
serve our retired military. 

Perhaps the most important reason for reconsidering the decision of the D.O.D. is the fact 
that Cannon Air Force Base and the communities surrounding it, namely, Clovis, Portales, 
Floyd, Melrose and countless other municipalities have worked hand in glove throughout the 
























