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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY AUDIT AGENCY 

installation Management Directorate 
3101 Park Center Dlive 

Alexandria, VA 22302-1596 

5 December 2003 

MEMORANDUM FOR Director, The Army Basing Study Group 

SUBJECT: Sampling Plan for Base Realignment and Closure 2005 Data 
Validation-Interim Report # 10 (Project Code: A-2003-IMT-0440.000) 

1. You asked us to describe the process that we followed to select 
installations where we will perform data validation in support of BRAC 2005. 
This memorandum documents our response. 

2. The goal for data validation is to provide adequate audit coverage at a 
reasonable cost; the goal is not to project sample error rates to the full 
population of data. Following several rounds of discussion among statisticians 
and auditors from USAAA, DODIG, GAO and the other Services, we concluded 
that the best way to ensure adequate coverage was to use a multi-stage 
sampling procedure. The first stage is a criteria-based (judgmental) selection of 
installations; the second stage is predominantly a random selection of 
applicable data elements combined with a cursory review of all "not applicable" 
answers at each installation selected. Enclosure 1 provides more details on the 
sampling plan and identifies the criteria we used for the first stage. Enclosure 
2 identifies the installations selected (highlighted in yellow). Installations 
selected should not be notified at this time; we will notify them once we know 
when our visits will occur. 

3. If you have any additional questions or nccd more information, please 
contact Mr. Lawrence Wickens at (703) 428-6524/(703) 696-9769, Mr. 
Clarence Johnson at (4 10) 278-4287, or me at (703) 68 1-6020. 

FOR THE AUDITOR GENERAL: 

Encls 
Program Director 
Installation Studies 
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