Executive Correspondence

DCN 2116
Congress of the Wnited States
Washington, BEC 20515

June 14, 2005 RECEIVED

Mr. Anthony J. Principi

Chairman
2005 Defense Base Realignment and Closure Commission 0 6 1 6 2 0 0 )

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia 22202-3909

Dear Mr. Chairman:

We are writing to emphasize the important military value of the Little Rock Air Force Base and
to express our hopes that you will agree with the assessments made by the Department of
Defense.

As you may know, the Little Rock Air Force Base (LRAFB) is the main site for C-130 training
for the Air Force, other services, and other countries. Little Rock Air Force Base is ideally
suited for this mission. The base is situated in Central Arkansas where there is easy access to
both drop zones and landing zones and there are few restrictions on low flights. The base is in
excellent physical shape, scoring a 73.05 in the “Condition of Infrastructure” category in the
Airlift Mission Compatibility Index (MCI) developed by the Air Force. Only 5 of 154 Air Force
bases scored higher in this category. In addition, the Little Rock Air Force Base was also one of
the top ten scoring bases in the “Contingency, Mobilization, Future Forces™ category in the
Airlift MCI, demonstrating the base’s capacity for expansion of mission and the ability to handle
future surge capacity. It should be noted that the base also scored extremely well in the other
seven Mission Compatibility Indices, including the Fighter, Bomber, Tanker, and Space
Operations MClIs, even though the base does not currently support those missions. Where tenant
units are present on the Little Rock Air Force Base, such as in the C2ISR field, very few bases,
less than ten, scored higher than the Little Rock Air Force Base in the relevant MCL

In short, we the members of the Arkansas Congressional Delegation, wholeheartedly endorse the
recommendations made by the Department of Defense concerning the Little Rock Air Force
Base. LRAFB is an excellent base with a high military value and a great capacity for expansion.
We hope that you would agree with this assessment. We would encourage you and the other
members of the commission to visit the base to see for yourselves this great asset to our nation’s
defense. We hope you will not hesitate to contact us if you or your staff have any questions, and
we look forward to working with you as the work of the Commission progresses.
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