
June 1,2005 

Wanda M. Floyd 
1 70 1 Arbor Drive 
Clovis, NM 88 101 -2305 

General Lloyd W. Newton 
BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear General; 

My name is Wanda Floyd. I am writing to you about BRAC and its effects on Clovis 
New Mexico. 

One of my questions is why isn't the information available to the public for inspection? 
If we as citizens are to believe our government, then why can't we see the report? 

The Department of Defense has provided an estimate of the financial impact pertaining to 
Cannon. The figures are extremely low. The implications for eastern New Mexico are 
severe. Many businesses 'have relocated here based on the military's need. For example, 
Kaiser Hospitals is just completing a $60 million facility. Kaiser built the facility to meet 
the needs of the military and the local civilian population. What does Kaiser do now? 
There are also many indirect costs for the communities, such as closures of schools, a 
greatly reduced tax base, and the reduction in services at local colleges. The local 
economy will be devastated, perhaps for decades to come, or worse yet, permanently. 

As a wife of a retired military member, I have been through a base closure before. It was 
not pretty. For those people who have not seen the results of a BRAC, we have several 
good examples locally. For example; Walker Air Force Base at Roswell, New Mexico, 
1967 - six thousand of the eighteen homes were vacant; the population dropped from 
48,000 to 34,000 people. It wasn't until 2000, that the population grew to 45,000. 
Another good example is IReese Air Force Base in Lubbock Texas that closed in 1998 - 
where the former base housing is still vacant and dilapidated. Only a small portion of the 
base is now in use. Amari.110 Air Force Base in Amarillo Texas closed in 1969. The 
former base area is still not developed. Notice that all are within a 125-mile radius of 
Clovis? This area has been over-picked. 

The few success stories pertain to closed bases that were located in large urban areas 
where resources were greater and the chances of recovery was greater. 

DCN: 2280



I would appreciate it if you and your fellow BRAC committee members would re-look 
the Department of Defense's magnet base theory. A well-placed nuclear devise could 
wreak havoc on ow military. Enemy aside, all it takes is a serious natural disaster to 
neutralize ow military. Recall the hurricanes in Florida and the Southeast during 2004? 
Repairs are on going and will be for many years to come. For example, look at Pensacola 
to Panama City. Notice the military presence? Again, a serious hurricane can damage all 
the facilities. Hurricane season for 2005 begins today. 

In case you believe that I'nn biased against Florida, I'm not. I grew up there and have 
property there. However, when the military places such a large force in an area, the cost 
of homes for many of our military members immediately becomes cost prohibitive. 

May your heart be true and may you conscious be clear. 

Wanda M. Floyd 
































