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May 26, 2005 ORIGINAL

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld

Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As you lmow,in accordancewith Section2903 (c) (4) of the DefenseBase Closure and
RealignmentAct of 1990(as amended),the Departmentis requiredto make"all information
used by the Secretaryto prepare recommendationsunder this subsectionavailableto Congress
(includingany committeeor memberof Congress)." Additionally,Section2903(c)(6)of the
same Act requiresthat "anyinformationprovidedto the Commission...shall be also submittedto
the Senate and the Houseof Representatives... within48 hours after submissionof the
infonnation to the Commission."

While the Departmentreleaseda list of base closureandrealignmentrecommendations
for the 2005 Base Realignmentsand Closures(BRAe) r01.Uldon May 13)2005, the Department
has yet to releasethe instalIation-specificdata and cost estimates,whichwere the basis for the
Department's recommendations. In previousBRACrounds, this infonnationwas availableto
Congressand the BRAC Commissionswithin sevendays of the ann01.Ulcementof the
Department's recommendations.

The BRAC Commissionand the Congresscannot fulfill their responsibilitiesto ensurean
adequateand thoroughreviewof the Department's recommendationswithout this essential
infonnation. Communitiesadverselyimpactedby BRACmust have an opportunityto reviewthe
data used to supportthe Department's recommendationsin order to prepare for the
Commission's field hearingsscheduledto commencein the next two weeks.

It is imperativethat the Departmentexpeditiouslyprovide the informationrequiredby
law.

Sincerely,

OPTIONAL FOFIM99 (7-90)

John Warner

Chairman
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