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The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld 2 1R}
Secretary of Defense S/ Zéé/?f YY)
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As you know, in accordance with Section 2903 (c) (4) of the Defense Base Closure and
Realignment Act of 1990 (as amended), the Department is required to make “all information
used by the Secretary to prepare recommendations under this subsection available to Congress
(including any committee or member of Congress).” Additionally, Section 2903(c)(6) of the
same Act requires that “any information provided to the Commission. ..shall be also submitted to
the Senate and the House of Representatives... within 48 hours after submission of the
information to the Commission.”

While the Department released a list of base closure and realignment recommendations
for the 2005 Base Realignments and Closures (BRAC) round on May 13, 2005, the Department
has yet to release the installation-specific data and cost estimates, which were the basis for the
Department’s recommendations. In previous BRAC rounds, this information was available to
Congress and the BRAC Commissions within seven days of the announcement of the
Department’s recommendations.

The BRAC Commission and the Congress cannot fulfill their responsibilities to ensure an
adequate and thorough review of the Department’s recommendations without this essential
information. Communities adversely impacted by BRAC must have an opportunity to review the
data used to support the Department’s recommendations in order to prepare for the
Commission’s field hearings scheduled to commence in the next two weeks,

It is imperative that the Department expeditiously provide the information required by
law.

Sincerely,
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