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WAYNE ALLARD
UNITED STATESSENATOR,

COLORADO

521 Dirksen SenateOffice Building' Washington,D.C.' 20510
Phone: (202)224-5941'Fax: (202)224~6471

Date: July 22. 2005

Time: 5:58pm

To: Chairman Principi
Fax No: (703)699-2735

From: SenatorWayneAllard

Number of pages:
3

(includes cover)

Comments:

Thankyoufor yourconsiderationof thisColoradoCongressionalDelegationletter. The
originialwill followin the mail.

- -- - ---
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July 22, 2005

The HonorableAnthony Principi
ChaiIInan
Base ClosureandRealignment Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington,VA 22202

Dear ChaixmanPrincipi and Conunissioners,

Weare writing to expressour disappointmentin the Base Closure and
RealignmentCommission's (BRAC)July 19, 2005vote, which addedthe Defense
Financial andAccountingService (DFAS) facility in Denver to the 2005 list of
instillationsto be consideredby the Base Closure and RealignmentCommission. While
we understandthat this vote was not fmal and that the Conunissionwill be conductinga
fmal vote in August,we are deeplytroubledthat'the importance ofDFAS Denverto the
Departmentof Defense (DoD)and to the State of Coloradomay not be fully appreciated.

Since its activationin 1991,DFASDenver has become one of the Departmentof
Defense's premierfinance and accountingoperationscenters. It maintains the largestpay
systemin the world,paying 2.2 million militarymembers and 295,000DoD civiliansand
is responsiblefor overseeingfive field sites. DFAS Denver also manages accountingand
reportingfor the collectionof individualand contractordebt andprovides financial
servicesfor the Departmentof Defense's SecurityAssistanceProgram.

DFASDenver's proven abilityto manage administrativeandpayroll services
became apparentduringthe DoD's analysisin preparationof the 2005BRAC round. For
example,DoD's Military Value analysisrankedDFAS Denver third of26 DFAS
locations. TheDepartmentof Defense furtherrecognizedthe va.lueofDFAS Denver
when it recommendedto the BRAC Commissionthat DFAS Denverbe realignedfor the
purposesof expandingits operationsas part of the Department's largerDFAS
consolidationplan.

DFASDenver, housed in the 600,000squarefoot BuckleyAir Force Base Annex
on the fonner LowryAir Force Base, alsomeets the Department's objectiveof fully
utilizingthe Department's ownedproperty. CUITently,the Annex is not fully occupied,
with approximately30,000 to 40,000 squarefeet sitting vacant. Even more spacewill
become availablewhen the Air Force ReservePersonnel Center,which also is cUlTently
locatedat th,eBuckleyAD?ex.realigns!ORandolphAir Force Base in Texas as part of
the Departmentof Defense's 2005BRACrecomme~ldations.
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You shouldalsobe awarethatDFASDenveris importantto theStateof Colorado
and provides vital economicbenefitsto the city of Denver and its sUIToundingsuburbs.
DFAS Denver providesnearly $150millionper year in wages,purchasing and military
costs. which would be very difficultto replace in a time when the city is strugglingto
recover ftom a significanteconomicdownturn.

We urge the Commissionto take these points into considerationwhen it meets in
August to vote on its finalrecommendationsfor base closures. We remain available to
answer any questionsyou might have aboutthis important facility.

Sincerely,

Waynef11ard
United States Senator

Ken Salazar
United States Senator

iana DeGette
United StatesRepresentative

,

Tom Tancredo
United States Representative

Mark Udall
United StatesRepresentative

Bob Beauprez
United States Repre

JolfnSalazar _
United StatesRepresentative

--- --- -----


