
August 15,2005 

The Honorable Anthony Principi 
Chairman, Base Real iment  and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street Suite 600 - 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi : 

We are forwarding for your consideration a letter from Admiral Robert Willard, 
Vice Chief of Naval Operations to the Maine delegation reiterating the strategic and 
military value of Naval Air Stiltion Brunswick to meet cwrent and future warfighting, 
homeland defense, and homeland security requirements. We hope that, as you continue 
10 consider the future role of BNAS in supporting the national defense, you find the 
information that the Vice Chief has provided helpful. 

The letter says that "NAS Brunswick is the only remaining active duty military air 
station in the Northeast portion of the United States that can and continues to play both an 
important Fleet mining and logistical support role for all aircraft in the DoD inventory, 
as well as the National. Guard and other agency aircraft." 

Admiral Willard concludes that the Navy feels retention of Brunswick in support 
of homekind defense responsibilities is an important component of ow national defense 
capability. 

Please let us know if we can be of any further assistance during your 
deliberations. 

SUSAN M. COLLINS 
Governor of Maine u n i t d ~ t a t e s  Senator United States Senator 

THOMAS H. ALLEN 
United States Repreisentative 

MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
United States Representative 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE N A W  
O F F I C E  O F  THE VICE CHIEF OF N A V A L  OPERATIONS 

2000 NAVY PENTAGON 
W A S H I N G T O N  D C  20350-2000 

August 5,2005 

The Honorable Susan M. Collins 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 205 1 0 

Dear Senator Collins: 

I am responding on behalf of myself and the Secretary of Defense to your July 29,2005 letter 
regarding the strategic and military value of Naval Air Station WAS) Bmswick to meet current 
and future warfighting, homeland, defense and homeland security requirements. From a 
warfighting standpoint, NAS Bw:jwick is a logistics and refheling hub for Department of 
Defense (DoD) aircraft flowing in and out of the U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) and U.S. 
European Command (EUCOM) theater of operations, particularly important for prosecution of 
the continuing Global War on Terrorism. NAS Brunswick is the only remaining active duty 
military air station in the Northeast portion of the United States that can and continues to play 

' both an important Fleet training and logistical support role for all aircraft in the DoD inventory, 
as well as the Air National Guard,, imd other agency aircraft. 

With respect to Homeland Defense and Homeland Security, P-3s operating out of NAS 
Brunswick currently provide the Maritime Homeland Defense initial response coverage due to 
their ability to meet response time: and aircraft mission requirements directed by U.S. Northern 
Command (NORTHCOM). Effective accomplishment of this mission does not require aircraft 
to be permanently home-based out of NAS Brunswick, but it does require the ability to operate 
detachments out of the northeast; very similar in nature to how the Navy operates out of NAS 
Key West, which also has no home-based operational assets. Consequently, numerous sites in 
the Northeast were considered as possible Io~ations to conduct P-3 detachment operations. 
However, Bmswick continues to be the optimal site in New England for P-3 detac%ent 
operations. NAS Bmswick has a :hlIy hctional weapons facility that can support the weapons 
available for deployment onboard the P-3 and its geographic location permits armed aircraft to 
depart on maritime missions without flying over inhabited areas, making Brunswick the ideal 
location for supporting P-3 missions in the Northeast. 

Given the above, we continue to feel the retention of the air facility at Bmswick as a hub for 
transiting aircraft and as a detachment site for P-3 operations in support of our homeland defmse 
responsibilities is an important component of our national defense capability. A similar letter 
has been sent to Senator Snowe, Governor Baldacci, Representatives Allen and Michaud. 

Sincerely, 

2 ' d  069 'ON 

R. F. WILLARD 


