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Wesley D. White 6
1378 Kelli Road 0617 2005

Clovis, New Mexico 88101
June 13, 2005

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi - Chairman

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: I request your independent review of the data utilized by the
Department of Defense to recommend the closure of Cannon Air Force
Base.

Dear Chairman Principi:

Thank you for making the personal sacrifice to serve on the Commission.
I commend you for accepting this appointment which will impact the future
effectiveness and efficiency of our national defense.

May I introduce myself, I am an U.S. Air Force veteran and as a former jet
engine mechanic I enjoy hearing the sound of the F-16 fighter planes as they
launch and fly around the Clovis area. I moved to Clovis, New Mexico in
June of 2001 when I accepted the position of Chief Financial Officer at
Plains Regional Medical Center. When I moved to Clovis I anticipated
meeting and making friends with the dedicated men and women of the U.S.
Air Force. My family has made life long friendships with many active-duty
and retired airforce personnel and their families. Our daughter met and
married an airman in March of 2004. Since 2001, I have managed the
construction of approximately $22 million of new medical facilities at the
hospital. I have managed the construction of : 1) a 15,000 square foot
Rehabilitation Center that opened in 2003, 2) an 8,000 square foot Cancer
Center that opened in 2004, 3) a 31,000 square foot Medical Office Building
that opened in 2004, and 4) a 15,000 square foot Emergency and Urgency



Care Department that opened in 2005. I am managing construction projects
in 2005 that will total $10 million to build a new Cardio Department, Mobile
Cardiac Cath Lab, site improvements, and upgrade mechanical, electrical,
and plumbing infrastructure in the hospital. Plains Regional Medical Center
plans to continue spending $10 million per year to expand and renovate
facilities.

I request your thorough review of the criteria utilized by the Department of
Defense to place Cannon on the BRAC list for closure. I have confidence
your independent examination of the military value of Cannon and the
devastating economic impact the closure of the base will have in Curry and
Roosevelt counties will result in the decision to keep the base open.

In my opinion Cannon Air Force Base has the following attributes which
provide value to the military:

Strategic Location:

Cannon AFB is located on the western edge of the Great Plains with low
population density. This provides flight training in the southeastern quadrant
of the state of New Mexico with no urban encroachment around the base.
The population density results in minimal noise complaints from residents in
the area and improved flight safety. Planes with ordinance can be launched
from all directions on the two active runways at Cannon AFB, unlike Luke
AFB in Phoenix, Arizona, which has urban encroachment restricting armed
aircraft to launch in only one direction.

Supersonic Air Space for Training:

The supersonic training area that is in the approval process for southeastern
New Mexico will provide added military value and allow the pilots to train
under combat conditions.

Proximity of the Melrose Bombing Range:

The base has a bombing range within approximately 20 miles of the end of
the runway, which allows for reduced training flight duration on each
mission, increasing the frequency of training flights, and reduction of fuel
costs per flight.



Climate:

The desert climate in southeastern New Mexico provides year round training
opportunity and approximately 300 cloudless days per year for training

flights.
Operating Costs and Cost of Future Expansion:

The cost of living in Curry and Roosevelt counties is below the national
average, and the cost of land for expansion is significantly less than the
national average. Land is available south and west of Cannon AFB for
unlimited expansion of the base. The community has purchased land for
base expansions in the past and donated the land to the Air Force.

Economic Impact:

Erroneous and Omitted Economic Data used by the Department of Defense:

My preliminary review of the economic data released by the Department of
Defense identified a significant omission. The hospital bed count of 106 for
Plains Regional Medical Center is listed, but the bed count for Roosevelt
General Hospital in Portales, New Mexico, which opened in August 2001 is
not reported. The presence of the hospital in the community could have been
determined by looking in any telephone directory. Hospital bed size
information is available from local sources such as the Chamber of

Commerce and is available nationally from the American Hospital
Association. This significant omission of data raises the question of the

validity of the data used to determine the economic impact of the closure of
the base.

I respectfully request your unbiased review and validation of the data
utilized by the Department of Defense to select Cannon Air Force Base for
closure. I am confident that you will make the best decision for the future
defense capability of our nation.

Sincerely,
L2aSa 102 D

Wesley D. White
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Wesley D. White

1378 Kelli Road 06 172005
Clovis, New Mexico 88101

June 13, 2005

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: 1 request your independent review of the data utilized by the
Department of Defense to recommend the closure of Cannon Air Force
Base.

Dear Commissioner Skinner:

Thank you for making the personal sacrifice to serve on the Commission.
I commend you for accepting this appointment which will impact the future
effectiveness and efficiency of our national defense.

May I introduce myself, I am an U.S. Air Force veteran and as a former jet
engine mechanic I enjoy hearing the sound of the F-16 fighter planes as they
launch and fly around the Clovis area. I moved to Clovis, New Mexico in
June of 2001 when I accepted the position of Chief Financial Officer at
Plains Regional Medical Center. When I moved to Clovis I anticipated
meeting and making friends with the dedicated men and women of the U.S.
Air Force. My family has made life long friendships with many active-duty
and retired airforce personnel and their families. Our daughter met and
married an airman in March of 2004. Since 2001, I have managed the
construction of approximately $22 million of new medical facilities at the
hospital. I have managed the construction of : 1) a 15,000 square foot
Rehabilitation Center that opened in 2003, 2) an 8,000 square foot Cancer
Center that opened in 2004, 3) a 31,000 square foot Medical Office Building
that opened in 2004, and 4) a 15,000 square foot Emergency and Urgency



Care Department that opened in 2005. I am managing construction projects
in 2005 that will total $10 million to build a new Cardio Department, Mobile
Cardiac Cath Lab, site improvements, and upgrade mechanical, electrical,
and plumbing infrastructure in the hospital. Plains Regional Medical Center
plans to continue spending $10 million per year to expand and renovate
facilities.

I request your thorough review of the criteria utilized by the Department of
Defense to place Cannon on the BRAC list for closure. I have confidence
your independent examination of the military value of Cannon and the
devastating economic impact the closure of the base will have in Curry and
Roosevelt counties will result in the decision to keep the base open.

In my opinion Cannon Air Force Base has the following attributes which
provide value to the military:

Strategic Location:

Cannon AFB is located on the western edge of the Great Plains with low
population density. This provides flight training in the southeastern quadrant
of the state of New Mexico with no urban encroachment around the base.
The population density results in minimal noise complaints from residents in
the area and improved flight safety. Planes with ordinance can be launched
from all directions on the two active runways at Cannon AFB, unlike Luke
AFB in Phoenix, Arizona, which has urban encroachment restricting armed
aircraft to launch in only one direction.

Supersonic Air Space for Training:

The supersonic training area that is in the approval process for southeastern
New Mexico will provide added military value and allow the pilots to train
under combat conditions.

Proximity of the Melrose Bombing Range:

The base has a bombing range within approximately 20 miles of the end of
the runway, which allows for reduced training flight duration on each
mission, increasing the frequency of training flights, and reduction of fuel
costs per flight.



Climate:

The desert climate in southeastern New Mexico provides year round training
opportunity and approximately 300 cloudless days per year for training

flights.

Operating Costs and Cost of Future Expansion:

The cost of living in Curry and Roosevelt counties is below the national
average, and the cost of land for expansion is significantly less than the
national average. Land is available south and west of Cannon AFB for
unlimited expansion of the base. The community has purchased land for
base expansions in the past and donated the land to the Air Force.

Economic Impact:

Erroneous and Omitted Economic Data used by the Department of Defense:

My preliminary review of the economic data released by the Department of
Defense identified a significant omission. The hospital bed count of 106 for
Plains Regional Medical Center is listed, but the bed count for Roosevelt
General Hospital in Portales, New Mexico, which opened in August 2001 is
not reported. The presence of the hospital in the community could have been
determined by looking in any telephone directory. Hospital bed size
information is available from local sources such as the Chamber of
Commerce and is available nationally from the American Hospital
Association. This significant omission of data raises the question of the
validity of the data used to determine the economic impact of the closure of
the base.

I respectfully request your unbiased review and validation of the data
utilized by the Department of Defense to select Cannon Air Force Base for
closure. I am confident that you will make the best decision for the future
defense capability of our nation.

Sincergly, _
[Dn&%ﬁ:ﬁ'@
Wesley D. White
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Wesley D. White

1378 Kelli Road 06172005
Clovis, New Mexico 88101

June 13, 2005

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner (USAF, Ret)

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: I request your independent review of the data utilized by the
Department of Defense to recommend the closure of Cannon Air Force
Base.

Dear Commissioner Turner:

Thank you for making the personal sacrifice to serve on the Commission.
I commend you for accepting this appointment which will impact the future
effectiveness and efficiency of our national defense.

May I introduce myself, I am an U.S. Air Force veteran and as a former jet
engine mechanic I enjoy hearing the sound of the F-16 fighter planes as they
launch and fly around the Clovis area. I moved to Clovis, New Mexico in
June of 2001 when I accepted the position of Chief Financial Officer at
Plains Regional Medical Center. When I moved to Clovis I anticipated
meeting and making friends with the dedicated men and women of the U.S.
Air Force. My family has made life long friendships with many active-duty
and retired airforce personnel and their families. Our daughter met and
married an airman in March of 2004. Since 2001, I have managed the
construction of approximately $22 million of new medical facilities at the
hospital. I have managed the construction of : 1) a 15,000 square foot
Rehabilitation Center that opened in 2003, 2) an 8,000 square foot Cancer
Center that opened in 2004, 3) a 31,000 square foot Medical Office Building
that opened in 2004, and 4) a 15,000 square foot Emergency and Urgency
Care Department that opened in 2005. I am managing construction projects



in 2005 that will total $10 million to build a new Cardio Department, Mobile
Cardiac Cath Lab, site improvements, and upgrade mechanical, electrical,
and plumbing infrastructure in the hospital. Plains Regional Medical Center
plans to continue spending $10 million per year to expand and renovate
facilities.

I request your thorough review of the criteria utilized by the Department of
Defense to place Cannon on the BRAC list for closure. I have confidence
your independent examination of the military value of Cannon and the
devastating economic impact the closure of the base will have in Curry and
Roosevelt counties will result in the decision to keep the base open.

In my opinion Cannon Air Force Base has the following attributes which
provide value to the military:

Strategic Location:

Cannon AFB is located on the western edge of the Great Plains with low
population density. This provides flight training in the southeastern quadrant
of the state of New Mexico with no urban encroachment around the base.
The population density results in minimal noise complaints from residents in
the area and improved flight safety. Planes with ordinance can be launched
from all directions on the two active runways at Cannon AFB, unlike Luke
AFB in Phoenix, Arizona, which has urban encroachment restricting armed
aircraft to launch in only one direction.

Supersonic Air Space for Training:

The supersonic training area that is in the approval process for southeastern
New Mexico will provide added military value and allow the pilots to train
under combat conditions.

Proximity of the Melrose Bombing Range:

The base has a bombing range within approximately 20 miles of the end of
the runway, which allows for reduced training flight duration on each
mission, increasing the frequency of training flights, and reduction of fuel
costs per flight.

Climate:



The desert climate in southeastern New Mexico provides year round training
opportunity and approximately 300 cloudless days per year for training

flights.

Operating Costs and Cost of Future Expansion:

The cost of living in Curry and Roosevelt counties is below the national
average, and the cost of land for expansion is significantly less than the
national average. Land is available south and west of Cannon AFB for
unlimited expansion of the base. The community has purchased land for
base expansions in the past and donated the land to the Air Force.

Economic Impact:

Erroneous and Omitted Economic Data used by the Department of Defense:

My preliminary review of the economic data released by the Department of
Defense identified a significant omission. The hospital bed count of 106 for
Plains Regional Medical Center is listed, but the bed count for Roosevelt
General Hospital in Portales, New Mexico, which opened in August 2001 is
not reported. The presence of the hospital in the community could have been
determined by looking in any telephone directory. Hospital bed size
information 1is available from local sources such as the Chamber of
Commerce and is available nationally from the American Hospital
Association. This significant omission of data raises the question of the
validity of the data used to determine the economic impact of the closure of

the base.

I respectfully request your unbiased review and validation of the data
utilized by the Department of Defense to select Cannon Air Force Base for
closure. I am confident that you will make the best decision for the future
defense capability of our nation.

Sz'il)cerel , | l).) JL&Q

Wesley D. White
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Wesley D. White

1378 Kelli Road
Clovis, New Mexico 88101 06172 005

June 13, 2005

Admiral Harold W. ( Hal ) Gehman, Jr., (USN, Ret)

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: I request your independent review of the data utilized by the
Department of Defense to recommend the closure of Cannon Air Force
Base.

Dear Commissioner Gehman:

Thank you for making the personal sacrifice to serve on the Commission.
I commend you for accepting this appointment which will impact the future
effectiveness and efficiency of our national defense.

May I introduce myself, I am an U.S. Air Force veteran and as a former jet
engine mechanic I enjoy hearing the sound of the F-16 fighter planes as they
launch and fly around the Clovis area. I moved to Clovis, New Mexico in
June of 2001 when I accepted the position of Chief Financial Officer at
Plains Regional Medical Center. When I moved to Clovis I anticipated
meeting and making friends with the dedicated men and women of the U.S.
Air Force. My family has made life long friendships with many active-duty
and retired airforce personnel and their families. Our daughter met and
married an airman in March of 2004. Since 2001, I have managed the
construction of approximately $22 million of new medical facilities at the
hospital. I have managed the construction of : 1) a 15,000 square foot
Rehabilitation Center that opened in 2003, 2) an 8,000 square foot Cancer
Center that opened in 2004, 3) a 31,000 square foot Medical Office Building
that opened in 2004, and 4) a 15,000 square foot Emergency and Urgency



Care Department that opened in 2005. I am managing construction projects
in 2005 that will total $10 million to build a new Cardio Department, Mobile
Cardiac Cath Lab, site improvements, and upgrade mechanical, electrical,
and plumbing infrastructure in the hospital. Plains Regional Medical Center
plans to continue spending $10 million per year to expand and renovate
facilities.

I request your thorough review of the criteria utilized by the Department of
Defense to place Cannon on the BRAC list for closure. I have confidence
your independent examination of the military value of Cannon and the
devastating economic impact the closure of the base will have in Curry and
Roosevelt counties will result in the decision to keep the base open.

In my opinion Cannon Air Force Base has the following attributes which
provide value to the military:

Strategic Location:

Cannon AFB is located on the western edge of the Great Plains with low
population density. This provides flight training in the southeastern quadrant
of the state of New Mexico with no urban encroachment around the base.
The population density results in minimal noise complaints from residents in
the area and improved flight safety. Planes with ordinance can be launched
from all directions on the two active runways at Cannon AFB, unlike Luke
AFB in Phoenix, Arizona, which has urban encroachment restricting armed
aircraft to launch in only one direction.

Supersonic Air Space for Training:

The supersonic training area that is in the approval process for southeastern
New Mexico will provide added military value and allow the pilots to train
under combat conditions.

Proximity of the Melrose Bombing Range:

The base has a bombing range within approximately 20 miles of the end of
the runway, which allows for reduced training flight duration on each
mission, increasing the frequency of training flights, and reduction of fuel
costs per flight.



Climate:

The desert climate in southeastern New Mexico provides year round training
opportunity and approximately 300 cloudless days per year for training

flights.

Operating Costs and Cost of Future Expansion:

The cost of living in Curry and Roosevelt counties is below the national
average, and the cost of land for expansion is significantly less than the
national average. Land is available south and west of Cannon AFB for
unlimited expansion of the base. The community has purchased land for
base expansions in the past and donated the land to the Air Force.

Economic Impact:

Erroneous and Omitted Economic Data used by the Department of Defense:

My preliminary review of the economic data released by the Department of
Defense identified a significant omission. The hospital bed count of 106 for
Plains Regional Medical Center is listed, but the bed count for Roosevelt
General Hospital in Portales, New Mexico, which opened in August 2001 is
not reported. The presence of the hospital in the community could have been
determined by looking in any telephone directory. Hospital bed size
information is available from local sources such as the Chamber of
Commerce and is available nationally from the American Hospital
Association. This significant omission of data raises the question of the
validity of the data used to determine the economic impact of the closure of
the base.

I respectfully request your unbiased review and validation of the data
utilized by the Department of Defense to select Cannon Air Force Base for
closure. I am confident that you will make the best decision for the future
defense capability of our nation.

Sincerely,
[0S bl

Wesley D. White
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June 13, 2005

The Honorable Philip Coyle

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: I request your independent review of the data utilized by the
Department of Defense to recommend the closure of Cannon Air Force
Base.

Dear Commissioner Coyle:

Thank you for making the personal sacrifice to serve on the Commission.
I commend you for accepting this appointment which will impact the future
effectiveness and efficiency of our national defense.

May I introduce myself, I am an U.S. Air Force veteran and as a former jet
engine mechanic I enjoy hearing the sound of the F-16 fighter planes as they
launch and fly around the Clovis area. I moved to Clovis, New Mexico in
June of 2001 when I accepted the position of Chief Financial Officer at
Plains Regional Medical Center. When I moved to Clovis I anticipated
meeting and making friends with the dedicated men and women of the U.S.
Air Force. My family has made life long friendships with many active-duty
and retired airforce personnel and their families. Our daughter met and
married an airman in March of 2004. Since 2001, I have managed the
construction of approximately $22 million of new medical facilities at the
hospital. I have managed the construction of : 1) a 15,000 square foot
Rehabilitation Center that opened in 2003, 2) an 8,000 square foot Cancer
Center that opened in 2004, 3) a 31,000 square foot Medical Office Building
that opened in 2004, and 4) a 15,000 square foot Emergency and Urgency



Care Department that opened in 2005. I am managing construction projects
in 2005 that will total $10 million to build a new Cardio Department, Mobile
Cardiac Cath Lab, site improvements, and upgrade mechanical, electrical,
and plumbing infrastructure in the hospital. Plains Regional Medical Center
plans to continue spending $10 million per year to expand and renovate
facilities.

I request your thorough review of the criteria utilized by the Department of
Defense to place Cannon on the BRAC list for closure. I have confidence
your independent examination of the military value of Cannon and the
devastating economic impact the closure of the base will have in Curry and
Roosevelt counties will result in the decision to keep the base open.

In my opinion Cannon Air Force Base has the following attributes which
provide value to the military:

Strategic Location:

Cannon AFB is located on the western edge of the Great Plains with low
population density. This provides flight training in the southeastern quadrant
of the state of New Mexico with no urban encroachment around the base.
The population density results in minimal noise complaints from residents in
the area and improved flight safety. Planes with ordinance can be launched
from all directions on the two active runways at Cannon AFB, unlike Luke
AFB in Phoenix, Arizona, which has urban encroachment restricting armed
aircraft to launch in only one direction.

Supersonic Air Space for Training;:

The supersonic training area that is in the approval process for southeastern
New Mexico will provide added military value and allow the pilots to train
under combat conditions.

Proximity of the Melrose Bombing Range:

The base has a bombing range within approximately 20 miles of the end of
the runway, which allows for reduced training flight duration on each
mission, increasing the frequency of training flights, and reduction of fuel
costs per flight.



Climate:

The desert climate in southeastern New Mexico provides year round training
opportunity and approximately 300 cloudless days per year for training

flights.

Operating Costs and Cost of Future Expansion:

The cost of living in Curry and Roosevelt counties is below the national
average, and the cost of land for expansion is significantly less than the
national average. Land is available south and west of Cannon AFB for
unlimited expansion of the base. The community has purchased land for
base expansions in the past and donated the land to the Air Force.

Economic Impact:

Erroneous and Omitted Economic Data used by the Department of Defense:

My preliminary review of the economic data released by the Department of
Defense identified a significant omission. The hospital bed count of 106 for
Plains Regional Medical Center is listed, but the bed count for Roosevelt
General Hospital in Portales, New Mexico, which opened in August 2001 is
not reported. The presence of the hospital in the community could have been
determined by looking in any telephone directory. Hospital bed size
information is available from local sources such as the Chamber of
Commerce and is available nationally from the American Hospital
Association. This significant omission of data raises the question of the
validity of the data used to determine the economic impact of the closure of
the base.

I respectfully request your unbiased review and validation of the data
utilized by the Department of Defense to select Cannon Air Force Base for
closure. I am confident that you will make the best decision for the future
defense capability of our nation.

Sincerely,
Zomﬁ%%hﬂic ‘
Wesley D. White
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Wesley D. White
1378 Kelli Road 06172005
Clovis, New Mexico 88101

June 13, 2005

The Honorable James V. Hansen

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: I request your independent review of the data utilized by the
Department of Defense to recommend the closure of Cannon Air Force
Base.

Dear Commissioner Hansen:

Thank you for making the personal sacrifice to serve on the Commission.
I commend you for accepting this appointment which will impact the future
effectiveness and efficiency of our national defense.

May I introduce myself, I am an U.S. Air Force veteran and as a former jet
engine mechanic I enjoy hearing the sound of the F-16 fighter planes as they
launch and fly around the Clovis area. I moved to Clovis, New Mexico in
June of 2001 when I accepted the position of Chief Financial Officer at
Plains Regional Medical Center. When I moved to Clovis I anticipated
meeting and making friends with the dedicated men and women of the U.S.
Air Force. My family has made life long friendships with many active-duty
and retired airforce personnel and their families. Our daughter met and
married an airman in March of 2004. Since 2001, I have managed the
construction of approximately $22 million of new medical facilities at the
hospital. 1 have managed the construction of : 1) a 15,000 square foot
Rehabilitation Center that opened in 2003, 2) an 8,000 square foot Cancer
Center that opened in 2004, 3) a 31,000 square foot Medical Office Building
that opened in 2004, and 4) a 15,000 square foot Emergency and Urgency



Care Department that opened in 2005. I am managing construction projects
in 2005 that will total $10 million to build a new Cardio Department, Mobile
Cardiac Cath Lab, site improvements, and upgrade mechanical, electrical,
and plumbing infrastructure in the hospital. Plains Regional Medical Center
plans to continue spending $10 million per year to expand and renovate
facilities.

I request your thorough review of the criteria utilized by the Department of
Defense to place Cannon on the BRAC list for closure. I have confidence
your independent examination of the military value of Cannon and the
devastating economic impact the closure of the base will have in Curry and
Roosevelt counties will result in the decision to keep the base open.

In my opinion Cannon Air Force Base has the following attributes which
provide value to the military:

Strategic Location:

Cannon AFB is located on the western edge of the Great Plains with low
population density. This provides flight training in the southeastern quadrant
of the state of New Mexico with no urban encroachment around the base.
The population density results in minimal noise complaints from residents in
the area and improved flight safety. Planes with ordinance can be launched
from all directions on the two active runways at Cannon AFB, unlike Luke
AFB in Phoenix, Arizona, which has urban encroachment restricting armed
aircraft to launch in only one direction.

Supersonic Air Space for Training:

The supersonic training area that is in the approval process for southeastern
New Mexico will provide added military value and allow the pilots to train
under combat conditions.

Proximity of the Melrose Bombing Range:

The base has a bombing range within approximately 20 miles of the end of
the runway, which allows for reduced training flight duration on each
mission, increasing the frequency of training flights, and reduction of fuel
costs per flight.



Climate:

The desert climate in southeastern New Mexico provides year round training
opportunity and approximately 300 cloudless days per year for training

flights.
Operating Costs and Cost of Future Expansion:

The cost of living in Curry and Roosevelt counties is below the national
average, and the cost of land for expansion is significantly less than the
national average. Land is available south and west of Cannon AFB for
unlimited expansion of the base. The community has purchased land for
base expansions in the past and donated the land to the Air Force.

Economic Impact:

Erroneous and Omitted Economic Data used by the Department of Defense:

My preliminary review of the economic data released by the Department of
Defense identified a significant omission. The hospital bed count of 106 for
Plains Regional Medical Center is listed, but the bed count for Roosevelt
General Hospital in Portales, New Mexico, which opened in August 2001 is
not reported. The presence of the hospital in the community could have been
determined by looking in any telephone directory. Hospital bed size
information is available from local sources such as the Chamber of
Commerce and is available nationally from the American Hospital
Association. This significant omission of data raises the question of the
validity of the data used to determine the economic impact of the closure of
the base.

I respectfully request your unbiased review and validation of the data
utilized by the Department of Defense to select Cannon Air Force Base for
closure. I am confident that you will make the best decision for the future
defense capability of our nation.

Sincerely,
[ DL v

Wesley D. White
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Wesley D. White
1378 Kelli Road
Clovis, New Mexico 88101 06172005

June 13, 2005

General James T. Hill (USA, Ret)

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: I request your independent review of the data utilized by the
Department of Defense to recommend the closure of Cannon Air Force
Base.

Dear Commissioner Hill;

Thank you for making the personal sacrifice to serve on the Commission.
I commend you for accepting this appointment which will impact the future
effectiveness and efficiency of our national defense.

May I introduce myself, I am an U.S. Air Force veteran and as a former jet
engine mechanic [ enjoy hearing the sound of the F-16 fighter planes as they
launch and fly around the Clovis area. I moved to Clovis, New Mexico in
June of 2001 when I accepted the position of Chief Financial Officer at
Plains Regional Medical Center. When I moved to Clovis I anticipated
meeting and making friends with the dedicated men and women of the U.S.
Air Force. My family has made life long friendships with many active-duty
and retired airforce personnel and their families. Our daughter met and
married an airman in March of 2004. Since 2001, I have managed the
construction of approximately $22 million of new medical facilities at the
hospital. I have managed the construction of : 1) a 15,000 square foot
Rehabilitation Center that opened in 2003, 2) an 8,000 square foot Cancer
Center that opened in 2004, 3) a 31,000 square foot Medical Office Building
that opened in 2004, and 4) a 15,000 square foot Emergency and Urgency



Care Department that opened in 2005. I am managing construction projects
in 2005 that will total $10 million to build a new Cardio Department, Mobile
Cardiac Cath Lab, site improvements, and upgrade mechanical, electrical,
and plumbing infrastructure in the hospital. Plains Regional Medical Center
plans to continue spending $10 million per year to expand and renovate
facilities.

I request your thorough review of the criteria utilized by the Department of
Defense to place Cannon on the BRAC list for closure. I have confidence
your independent examination of the military value of Cannon and the
devastating economic impact the closure of the base will have in Curry and
Roosevelt counties will result in the decision to keep the base open.

In my opinion Cannon Air Force Base has the following attributes which
provide value to the military:

Strategic Location:

Cannon AFB is located on the western edge of the Great Plains with low
population density. This provides flight training in the southeastern quadrant
of the state of New Mexico with no urban encroachment around the base.
The population density results in minimal noise complaints from residents in
the area and improved flight safety. Planes with ordinance can be launched
from all directions on the two active runways at Cannon AFB, unlike Luke
AFB in Phoenix, Arizona, which has urban encroachment restricting armed
aircraft to launch in only one direction.

Supersonic Air Space for Training:

The supersonic training area that is in the approval process for southeastern
New Mexico will provide added military value and allow the pilots to train
under combat conditions.

Proximity of the Melrose Bombing Range:

The base has a bombing range within approximately 20 miles of the end of
the runway, which allows for reduced training flight duration on each
mission, increasing the frequency of training flights, and reduction of fuel
costs per flight.



Climate:

The desert climate in southeastern New Mexico provides year round training
opportunity and approximately 300 cloudless days per year for training

flights.
Operating Costs and Cost of Future Expansion:

The cost of living in Curry and Roosevelt counties is below the national
average, and the cost of land for expansion is significantly less than the
national average. Land is available south and west of Cannon AFB for
unlimited expansion of the base. The community has purchased land for
base expansions in the past and donated the land to the Air Force.

Economic Impact:

Erroneous and Omitted Economic Data used by the Department of Defense:

My preliminary review of the economic data released by the Department of
Defense identified a significant omission. The hospital bed count of 106 for
Plains Regional Medical Center is listed, but the bed count for Roosevelt
General Hospital in Portales, New Mexico, which opened in August 2001 is
not reported. The presence of the hospital in the community could have been
determined by looking in any telephone directory. Hospital bed size
information is available from local sources such as the Chamber of
Commerce and is available nationally from the American Hospital
Association. This significant omission of data raises the question of the
validity of the data used to determine the economic impact of the closure of
the base.

I respectfully request your unbiased review and validation of the data
utilized by the Department of Defense to select Cannon Air Force Base for
closure. I am confident that you will make the best decision for the future
defense capability of our nation.

S,lncerel p

Wesley D.
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1378 Kelli Road
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June 13, 2005

The Honorable James H. Bilbray

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: I request your independent review of the data utilized by the
Department of Defense to recommend the closure of Cannon Air Force
Base.

Dear Commissioner Bilbray:

Thank you for making the personal sacrifice to serve on the Commission.
I commend you for accepting this appointment which will impact the future
effectiveness and efficiency of our national defense.

May I introduce myself, I am an U.S. Air Force veteran and as a former jet
engine mechanic I enjoy hearing the sound of the F-16 fighter planes as they
launch and fly around the Clovis area. I moved to Clovis, New Mexico in
June of 2001 when I accepted the position of Chief Financial Officer at
Plains Regional Medical Center. When I moved to Clovis I anticipated
meeting and making friends with the dedicated men and women of the U.S.
Air Force. My family has made life long friendships with many active-duty
and retired airforce personnel and their families. Our daughter met and
married an airman in March of 2004. Since 2001, I have managed the
construction of approximately $22 million of new medical facilities at the
hospital. I have managed the construction of : 1) a 15,000 square foot
Rehabilitation Center that opened in 2003, 2) an 8,000 square foot Cancer
Center that opened in 2004, 3) a 31,000 square foot Medical Office Building
that opened in 2004, and 4) a 15,000 square foot Emergency and Urgency



Care Department that opened in 2005. I am managing construction projects
in 2005 that will total $10 million to build a new Cardio Department, Mobile
Cardiac Cath Lab, site improvements, and upgrade mechanical, electrical,
and plumbing infrastructure in the hospital. Plains Regional Medical Center
plans to continue spending $10 million per year to expand and renovate
facilities.

I request your thorough review of the criteria utilized by the Department of
Defense to place Cannon on the BRAC list for closure. I have confidence
your independent examination of the military value of Cannon and the
devastating economic impact the closure of the base will have in Curry and
Roosevelt counties will result in the decision to keep the base open.

In my opinion Cannon Air Force Base has the following attributes which
provide value to the military:

Strategic Location:

Cannon AFB is located on the western edge of the Great Plains with low
population density. This provides flight training in the southeastern quadrant
of the state of New Mexico with no urban encroachment around the base.
The population density results in minimal noise complaints from residents in
the area and improved flight safety. Planes with ordinance can be launched
from all directions on the two active runways at Cannon AFB, unlike Luke
AFB in Phoenix, Arizona, which has urban encroachment restricting armed
aircraft to launch in only one direction.

Supersonic Air Space for Training:

The supersonic training area that is in the approval process for southeastern
New Mexico will provide added military value and allow the pilots to train
under combat conditions.

Proximity of the Melrose Bombing Range:

The base has a bombing range within approximately 20 miles of the end of
the runway, which allows for reduced training flight duration on each
mission, increasing the frequency of training flights, and reduction of fuel
costs per flight.



Climate:

The desert climate in southeastern New Mexico provides year round training
opportunity and approximately 300 cloudless days per year for training

flights.
Operating Costs and Cost of Future Expansion:

The cost of living in Curry and Roosevelt counties is below the national
average, and the cost of land for expansion is significantly less than the
national average. Land is available south and west of Cannon AFB for
unlimited expansion of the base. The community has purchased land for
base expansions in the past and donated the land to the Air Force.

Economic Impact:

Erroneous and Omitted Economic Data used by the Department of Defense:

My preliminary review of the economic data released by the Department of
Defense identified a significant omission. The hospital bed count of 106 for
Plains Regional Medical Center is listed, but the bed count for Roosevelt
General Hospital in Portales, New Mexico, which opened in August 2001 is
not reported. The presence of the hospital in the community could have been
determined by looking in any telephone directory. Hospital bed size
information is available from local sources such as the Chamber of
Commerce and is available nationally from the American Hospital
Association. This significant omission of data raises the question of the
validity of the data used to determine the economic impact of the closure of
the base.

I respectfully request your unbiased review and validation of the data
utilized by the Department of Defense to select Cannon Air Force Base for
closure. I am confident that you will make the best decision for the future
defense capability of our nation.

Sincerely, ‘

Wesley D~White



&’%’//‘; RECEIV.D
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June 13, 2005

General Lloyd W. "Fig" Newton (USAF, Ret)

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: I request your independent review of the data utilized by the
Department of Defense to recommend the closure of Cannon Air Force
Base.

Dear Commissioner Newton:

Thank you for making the personal sacrifice to serve on the Commission.
I commend you for accepting this appointment which will impact the future
effectiveness and efficiency of our national defense.

May I introduce myself, I am an U.S. Air Force veteran and as a former jet
engine mechanic I enjoy hearing the sound of the F-16 fighter planes as they
launch and fly around the Clovis area. I moved to Clovis, New Mexico in
June of 2001 when I accepted the position of Chief Financial Officer at
Plains Regional Medical Center. When I moved to Clovis I anticipated
meeting and making friends with the dedicated men and women of the U.S.
Air Force. My family has made life long friendships with many active-duty
and retired airforce personnel and their families. Our daughter met and
married an airman in March of 2004. Since 2001, I have managed the
construction of approximately $22 million of new medical facilities at the
hospital. I have managed the construction of : 1) a 15,000 square foot
Rehabilitation Center that opened in 2003, 2) an 8,000 square foot Cancer
Center that opened in 2004, 3) a 31,000 square foot Medical Office Building
that opened in 2004, and 4) a 15,000 square foot Emergency and Urgency



Care Department that opened in 2005. I am managing construction projects
in 2005 that will total $10 million to build a new Cardio Department, Mobile
Cardiac Cath Lab, site improvements, and upgrade mechanical, electrical,
and plumbing infrastructure in the hospital. Plains Regional Medical Center
plans to continue spending $10 million per year to expand and renovate
facilities.

I request your thorough review of the criteria utilized by the Department of
Defense to place Cannon on the BRAC list for closure. I have confidence
your independent examination of the military value of Cannon and the
devastating economic impact the closure of the base will have in Curry and
Roosevelt counties will result in the decision to keep the base open.

In my opinion Cannon Air Force Base has the following attributes which
provide value to the military:

Strategic Location:

Cannon AFB is located on the western edge of the Great Plains with low
population density. This provides flight training in the southeastern quadrant
of the state of New Mexico with no urban encroachment around the base.
The population density results in minimal noise complaints from residents in
the area and improved flight safety. Planes with ordinance can be launched
from all directions on the two active runways at Cannon AFB, unlike Luke
AFB in Phoenix, Arizona, which has urban encroachment restricting armed
aircraft to launch in only one direction.

Supersonic Air Space for Training:

The supersonic training area that is in the approval process for southeastern
New Mexico will provide added military value and allow the pilots to train
under combat conditions.

Proximity of the Melrose Bombing Range:

The base has a bombing range within approximately 20 miles of the end of
the runway, which allows for reduced training flight duration on each
mission, increasing the frequency of training flights, and reduction of fuel
costs per flight.



Climate:

The desert climate in southeastern New Mexico provides year round training
opportunity and approximately 300 cloudless days per year for training

flights.
Operating Costs and Cost of Future Expansion:

The cost of living in Curry and Roosevelt counties is below the national
average, and the cost of land for expansion is significantly less than the
national average. Land is available south and west of Cannon AFB for
unlimited expansion of the base. The community has purchased land for
base expansions in the past and donated the land to the Air Force.

Economic Impact:

Erroneous and Omitted Economic Data used by the Department of Defense:

My preliminary review of the economic data released by the Department of
Defense identified a significant omission. The hospital bed count of 106 for
Plains Regional Medical Center is listed, but the bed count for Roosevelt
General Hospital in Portales, New Mexico, which opened in August 2001 is
not reported. The presence of the hospital in the community could have been
determined by looking in any telephone directory. Hospital bed size
information is available from local sources such as the Chamber of
Commerce and is available nationally from the American Hospital
Association. This significant omission of data raises the question of the
validity of the data used to determine the economic impact of the closure of
the base.

I respectfully request your unbiased review and validation of the data
utilized by the Department of Defense to select Cannon Air Force Base for
closure. I am confident that you will make the best decision for the future
defense capability of our nation.

Sincerely,
&)a&%‘f&,@ﬁv
Wesley D. White



