
June 13,2005 

BRAC Commission 
General James T. Hill 
252 1 South Clark Street Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Re: Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, New Mexico 

Thank you for the opportunity to express my feelings toward the BRAC closure 
list regarding Cannon Air Force Base. It is greatly appreciated that while performing 
your commission duties, the time is taken out to hear the public's feelings regarding the 
placement of Cannon Air Force Base. 

Cannon Air Force Base has been a huge part of my life and those around me for 
quite some time. I was born in Clovis, NM as was my brother; I am now 18 years old and 
my brother is 2 1. I am currently working part-time for a lawyer in Clovis as a secretary 
and I will also be attending Eastern New Mexico University in the fall. When I started 
attending school at the age of four I quickly became associated with Cannon Air Force 
Base. While attending pre-school I was intrigued at the amount of students in my 
morning class that were from different parts of the country. All through school fiom pre- 
school, elementary, junior high and even high school, I began making friends from 
Cannon Air Force Base. I ;loved that I was able to associate with students who had seen 
different parts of the world. I have made life long friends fiom Cannon Air Force Base. 
If Cannon was not part of my life while growing up I do not believe that I would be as 
open hearted and welcoming of people and their cultures as I am today. 

'Kith this little information about me I nope you can see how iiving in Clovis with 
Cannon as my neighbor influenced me. My heart grew and I learned the differences 
between people and their cultures and how no matter what's the difference we could all 
be friends. 

I believe Clovis is a great place for Cannon Air Force base. Clovis has excellent 
fight weather, great airspace, little electromagnetic interference and great air trac 
control. The community of Clovis and the Committee of Fifty works together to hlfil 
every request made by the Pentagon. Where else would be a better location for Cannon 
Air Force Base than Clovis, New Mexico? Cannon Air Force Base helped bring my small 
town of Clovis to life. Cannon isn't just a base to us it's the heart of Clovis. 
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when the Wing Commander gave the new arrivals the base missio 
Upon conclusion of his briefmg, he was compelled to mention the 
relationship Cannon AFB had with the Clovis Community which h g m ~  
renown throughout the Air Force. I believe it to remain so to date. 

d. Finally, the facilities, space availability, location, and weather make Cannon a 
valuable asset and an economic benefit to the military mission. It gives the Air 
Force greater flexibility in meeting surge force requirements in training and 
emergency situations. This is great advantage for the Air Force in adapting to the 
changing global threat faced by the United States today. 

There will be economic impacts on the surrounding Clovis area from the closure of 
Cannon, but these are not the deciding factors to weight in your evaluation of closing or 
not closing Cannon AFB. I hope you will look further into the benefits Cannon AFB 
offers the Air Force by re'ltaining it as an active installation. 

Respectfully, 

William S. Hays 
Lt. Col. USAF (Ret.) 




































