
June 7,2005 

The Honorable Anthony Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202-3909 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

We are writing today to urge one of the BRAC Commissioners to personally visit 
General Mitchell Field in Milwaukee, Wisconsin where the 440th Airlift Wing is on the 
Secretary's base closure list. 

While the community was pleased to host Ms. Tanya Cruz we believe that the decision 
not to send a Commissioner is based on flawed data provided by the Department of 
Defense. 

According to the BRAC 2005 Closure and Realignment Impacts by State, moving the 
440th would result in the loss of 266 full time civilian jobs at Mitchell. When we were 
briefed on personnel levels at the 440th, we were told that 379 civilian jobs are at risk. 
It's our understanding that Commissioners are visiting facilities that stand to lose more 
than 300 full time positions if the Secretary's recommendations are approved. There 
appears to be a conflict in the numbers (266 civilian jobs vs. 379 civilian jobs). We 
believe because of this conflict we were not scheduled for a site visit by a Commissioner 

We know the Commission is busy and under tremendous time pressure. We are not 
asking for any special favors or consideration. However, in fairness, we believe that the 
appropriate course of action for the Commission to take would be to send a 
Commissioner to personally assess the 440th Airlift Wing at General Mitchell Air 
Reserve Station. 
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Sincerely, 

Gov. Jim Doyle Sen. Russ Feingold 

/ 
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Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner Rep. Tom Petri 

Rep. Ron ~ i n d  t C / Rep. Tammy Baldwin 

J' Rep. Mark Green 
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