
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commission Member: 

I am a long time resident of Clovis, New Mexico the home of Cannon Air Force 
Base. I am a native of this area, I was raised on a farm northwest of Clovis, graduated from 
High School at Melrose, New Mexico, attended college and received my masters degree 
from Eastern New Mexico University. For a short time I sold real estate , I worked as a clerk 
for several years in the Curry County Magistrate Court, and have just recently retired from 
the Clovis Municipal Schools where I was an elementary school teacher and counselor. 

I am married to a retired Air Force Chief Master Sergeant. A little over one year ago 
we purchased a new home in Clovis with the intent of living here for the rest of our Ilves. 
One of the reasons we decided to do so was the convenience and availability of the base 
facilities. As retirees on a fixed income the savings at the commissary and BX are significant 
factors to our budget and the nearness of the medical facilities is a primary concern for us. 

As you can see, we have a lot of time and money invested in Clovis and were 
shocked and saddened to hear that Cannon was on the BRAC list for closure. Although we 
would suffer a great loss if this becomes a reality, there are those who would be 
devastated. The economic impact to Clovis would be monumental, twice what is predicted 
for any other base community on the list. Clovis has just begun to see improvement in our 
economy and growth in industry which results in increased population. The closure of 
Cannon would impede, stop, and probably reverse this trend. There has already been a 
marked difference just since the list was made public. Out of state contractors have pulled 
out and returned home, real estate prices have plummeted, construction has been put on 
hold, businesses are slowing down, and citizens are holding their breath. 

Cannon is not only an integral and essential part of our lives, this community and the 
surrounding area, it is a vital component of the United States Air Force and the entire military 
strength of America. No other base can offer the amount of air space with no encroachment, 
the potential of supersonic training ability, ideal year round flying weather, close proximity 
of the bombing range, room to expand in all directions, new and upgraded facilities, 
buildings, and runways just to name a few of the unique assets. All of this is paramount to 
the mission of the Air Force and the safety and security of the nation. 

Please keep in mind that the relationship of the base and the host community cannot 
be stressed enough. When our military men and women feel comfortable and welcome in 
a communrty it makes a big difference in their attitude and their work effort. That is evident in 
the excellence in performance of the Cannon personnel as atested to by the numerous 
awards and national recognition they have received. I would ask that each and every 
member of the commission attend the meeting scheduled in Clovis for June 24th to see for 
yourselves that the ClovislCannon relationship is a symbiotic one in that the community 
supports the base and the base supports the community. That is the very backbone of 
our military strength and to lose Cannon would weaken the structure of our military force. 

Thank you for taking time to reevaluate and reconsider the value of Cannon Air Force 
Base on a personal, communi , and most importantly the national level. I hope to see 
each and every one of you in F lovis on June 24th. 

Sincerelv. 

Andrea Bigelow 
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