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May 20, 2005

Anthony J. Principi
BRAC Commission
Polk Building
Suites 600 and 625
2521 South Clark St.
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Principi:

1write to you today to request that you look hard at the real military value of Naval Air Station
Brunswick, Me. It is absurd to me that in today's current environment that the commission would
seriously consider taking the maritime mission and the P-3's out of Brunswick. At no time since
World War II has this base been more important.

1 understand that the Navy never even asked for the scenario that Brunswick remains open and
Jacksonville closes moving it's flying assets here. Why is this?

It seems to me that Brunswick is better positioned for maritime surveillance than NAS Jacksonville
and with its unencumbered airspace is prime for flying training missions. Will we really leave the
Northeast vulnerable for anyone who wishes to do our country harm? The 9/11 terrorists drove right
down the 1-95corridor through Maine to carry out their deadly deeds. Will we now allow them the
access of the North Atlantic?

With Brunswick already positioned to accept the new generation of maritime patrol aircraft it just
makes sense that they come here. How can anyone seriously talk about 20-year plans and savings
when we have recently invested millions modernizing this air station? Please turn this decision
around and keep NASB as a strategic location for Homeland defense and Security.

Sincerely,

\~~~
Bill Babbin
President
NAGE Rl-77
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