
May 20,2005 

BRAC COMMISSION 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear BRAC COMMISSIONERS: 

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, New Mexico and for the keeping of Cannon Air Force 
Base, I want you to hear my personal reasons for taking Cannon off the base closure list. 

I feel this vvas a judgment call made without knowing all the pertinent facts which make 
Cannon a special base. I want you to consider this plea along with those of our 
community and surrounding area. 

First of all lwe have over 300 good flying days a year. We have bright sunny weather with 
very little rain or snow. It is excellent for daytime or night flying maneuvers. This makes 
for perfect training. When citizens hear the planes flying at night or zooming around in 
the day, I thank God for allowing them to protect us and our nation. 

The additional air space that is currently being negotiated for purchase will allow for 
greater missions for many different planes which need supersonic airspace. 

The Melrose bombing range is only seconds away for great training and blends into our 
farm land with no problems. It is vital to training missions for war time planes to practice 
maneuvers. 

The air force personnel that come into Clovis are looking for families to take them under 
their wings and offer them a place to belong. We do this without reluctance. We can help 
them meet each need whether it be to find schools for their children, homes to rent or 
buy, suggestions of places to eat, or shop. We bring them into our churches and offer 
them closeness to God as a family. We comfort them when they have family members 
who must be deployed. We give them our hugs when they are ill or loose a loved one. 
These are some of the reasons why many who are stationed here make a personal reason 
to come back to Clovis to retire. 

Our military retirees now are a great number of our area population and have a great 
voice in our local, state and national government. Many are getting up in years. They are 
very concerned over this disturbing news that a group of Government officials can 
actually change the course of their lives with a single stroke of a pen. Many veteran 
retirees serve on local civic government positions; have teaching positions, and other 
income which make their income taxes higher. Still they are able to maintain their 
independence and be productive citizens. Many returned to Clovis or elected to retire 
here because of our lower cost of living. Property taxes are very low and housing is very 
affordable. 
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There is a brand new Veteran's Clinic in our community and many military families use 
this facility as well as the state of the art Commissary on base. The local hospital has just 
hired 60 new doctors to help provide the medical needs for the military when the base 
hospital was closed. They are doing major renovations to the Emergency Room, and 
adding a Cancer and Heart Wing. The hospital would not have considered making these 
costly improvements if they had had knowledge Cannon Air Force Base closing. 
This news is depleting so much of our local economy and will severely hurt our 
economic base for our surrounding businesses. 

The two area colleges are also a great plus factor as all the military and their families can 
continue to work on furthering their education while they are stationed here in Clovis or 
Portales. They offer online classes as well to not hinder their busy schedules. They offer 
child care as well. 

When they first arrive the wind may be blowing and we may be in a no rain time of year 
where the land is flat and the grass is brown, but soon there is more to be found in Clovis 
than rolling green hills and lots of trees. It is the friendliness and caring of the 
community. The veterans learn to love us as we love them. 

I want to personally plead with you to consider and reconsider your previous decision and 
consider the impact on our local area communities and our economy. 

In addition the air force personnel stationed here at Cannon do not want to leave Clovis. 
Countless families want to stay here, but will go if sent somewhere else, but if given the 
choice. Clovis is like no other home to them. 

Sincerely, 



COLONCAL REAL ESTATE 4201 N. Prince 
Clovis, NM 88101 
(800) 933-6873 
(505)769-1951 

To: Samuel Knox Slunner 
2521 S. Clark St. 
Arlington, VA 22202 

From: Sk:ip Overdier 
420 1 N. Prince St. 
Clovis, NM 88 10 1 

Subject: Cannon AFB 

1. I'm. sorry you weren't able to come to the BRAC Commission 
Hearing in Clovis, New Mexico for Cannon Air Force Base. I know 
your commission is extremely busy and not all commissioners can 
come to all the hearings. We are very thankful for the number of 
conlmissioners that did attend which apparently is more than have 
attended any other hearing. That in itself indicates the importance 
your commission attaches to Cannon being on the closure list. 

2. I'm sure you and your staff will analyze all the facts, figures and data 
that our work group put together. I know you will find that the 
infclrmation submitted to the Air Force, which in-turn was submitted 
to the Department of Defense, was grossly in error. Not only the 
factual data about the mission capabilities of the base but also the 
ecoinomic impact on all the local communities presented an untrue 
picture of Cannon's military and economic contributions. Our base 
has the current and future capability to be a major contributor to 
military training and operational missions. 

3. We know you take the charter of the BRAC Commission very 
seriously. It is readily apparent from the revised facts and figures our 



work group assembled that we are no where near the total score we 
were given by the Department of Defense. When the scores are 
rec:omputed we would be near, if not at the top of all the F- 16 bases as 
well as any other base we might be compared with. It would weaken 
our military capability to close Cannon rather than another base that 
does not rank as high on military capability. The overall objective of 
the BRAC is to reduce the number of bases but a base with the 
resources and capabilities of Cannon should not be on that type of list. 

4. I am a retired Chief Master Sergeant and spent over 30 years in the 
Ail- Force. I was stationed at 16 different bases during those 30 years 
and spent time temporarily at dozens of other bases. I can not name 
one other base that has better facilities, weather, or community 
relations. Ad to that the extremely low cost of land if needed for 
expansion and I think you will agree that this is one of the premier 
bases in the entire Department of Defense. 

5. It's not important to us at this point how the incorrect data was 
submitted to the Department of Defense. Our only concern now is 
that the true facts and figures be used to recompute our ranking among 
other bases and that our base be removed from the list. 

Associate Broker 
Coldwell Banker Colonial Real Estate 



TO: BRAC Commissioners 
DATE: . 2 4 -  cq'f 
SUBECT: Reconsider and take Cannon AFB off the closure list 
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TO: BRAC Commissioners 
DATE: .- 2 5T- Q !  
SUBECT: Reconsider and take Cannon AFB off the closure list 
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May 20, 2005 

BRAC COPIAMISSION 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, \/A 22202 

Dear BRAC COMMISSIONERS: 

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, New Mexico and for the keeping of Cannon Air Force 
Base, I want you to hear my personal reasons for taking Cannon off the base closure list. 

I feel this was a judgment call made without knowing all the pertinent facts which make 
Cannon a special base. I want you to consider this plea along with those of our 
community and surrounding area. 

First of all we have over 300 good flying days a year. We have bright sunny weather with 
very little rain or snow. It is excellent for daytime or night flying maneuvers. This makes 
for perfect training. When citizens hear the planes flying at night or zooming around in 
the day, I thank God for allowing them to protect us and our nation. 

The additional air space that is currently being negotiated for purchase will allow for 
greater missions for many different planes which need supersonic airspace. 

The Melrose bombing range is only seconds away for great training and blends into our 
farm land with no problems. It is vital to training missions for war time planes to practice 
maneuvers. 

The air force personnel that come into Clovis are looking for families to take them under 
their wings and offer them a place to belong. We do this without reluctance. We can help 
them meet each need whether it be to find schools for their children, homes to rent or 
buy, suggestions of places to eat, or shop. We bring them into our churches and offer 
them closeness to God as a family. We comfort them when they have family members 
who must be deployed. We give them our hugs when they are ill or loose a loved one. 
These are some of the reasons why many who are stationed here make a personal reason 
to come back to Clovis to retire. 

Our military retirees now are a great number of our area population and have a great 
voice in our local, state and national government. Many are getting up in years. They are 
very concerned over this disturbing news that a group of Government officials can 
actually change the course of their lives with a single stroke of a pen. Many veteran 
retirees senre on local civic government positions; have teaching positions, and other 
income which make their income taxes higher. Still they are able to maintain their 
independenlce and be productive citizens. Many returned to Clovis or elected to retire 
here because of our lower cost of living. Property taxes are very low and housing is very 
affordable. 



There is a brand new Veteran's Clinic in our community and many military families use 
this facility as well as the state of the art Commissary on base. The local hospital has just 
hired 60 new doctors to help provide the medical needs for the military when the base 
hospital was closed. They are doing major renovations to the Emergency Room, and 
adding a Cancer and Heart Wing. The hospital would not have considered making these 
costly improvements if they had had knowledge Cannon Air Force Base closing. 
This news is depleting so much of our local economy and will severely hurt our 
economic base for our surrounding businesses. 

The two area colleges are also a great plus factor as all the military and their families can 
continue to work on furthering their education while they are stationed here in Clovis or 
Portales. They offer online classes as well to not hinder their busy schedules. They offer 
child care as well. 

When they ikst arrive the wind may be blowing and we may be in a no rain time of year 
where the land is flat and the grass is brown, but soon there is more to be found in Clovis 
than rolling green hills and lots of trees. It is the friendliness and caring of the 
community. The veterans learn to love us as we love them. 

I want to personally plead with you to consider and reconsider your previous decision and 
consider the impact on our local area communities and our economy. 

In addition the air force personnel stationed here at Cannon do not want to leave Clovis. 
Countless families want to stay here, but will go if sent somewhere else, but if given the 
choice. Clovis is like no other home to them. 

Sincerely, 



May 20,2005 

BRAC COhIMISSION 
2521 South (Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear BRAC COMMISSIONERS: 

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, New Mexico and for the keeping of Cannon Air Force 
Base, I want you to hear my personal reasons for taking Cannon off the base closure list. 

I feel this was a judgment call made without knowing all the pertinent facts which make 
Cannon a splecial base. I want you to consider this plea along with those of our 
community and surrounding area. 

First of all we have over 300 good flying days a year. We have bright sunny weather with 
very little rain or snow. It is excellent for daytime or night flying maneuvers. This makes 
for perfect training. When citizens hear the planes flying at night or zooming around in 
the day, I t h d  God for allowing them to protect us and our nation. 

The additional air space that is currently being negotiated for purchase will allow for 
greater missions for many different planes which need supersonic airspace. 

The Melrose bombing range is only seconds away for great training and blends into our 
farm land with no problems. It is vital to training missions for war time planes to practice 
maneuvers. 

The air force personnel that come into Clovis are looking for families to take them under 
their wings and offer them a place to belong. We do this without reluctance. We can help 
them meet each need whether it be to find schools for their children, homes to rent or 
buy, suggestions of places to eat, or shop. We bring them into our churches and offer 
them closeness to God as a family. MJe comfort them when they have family members 
who must be deployed. We give them our hugs when they are ill or loose a loved one. 
These are some of the reasons why many who are stationed here make a personal reason 
to come back to Clovis to retire. 

Our military retirees now are a great number of our area population and have a great 
voice in our local, state and national government. Many are getting up in years. They are 
very concerned over this disturbing news that a group of Government officials can 
actually change the course of their lives with a single stroke of a pen. Many veteran 
retirees serve on local civic government positions; have teaching positions, and other 
income which make their income taxes higher. Still they are able to maintain their 
independence and be productive citizens. Many returned to Clovis or elected to retire 
here because of our lower cost of living. Property taxes are very low and housing is very 
affordable. 



May 20,2005 

BRAC COh4MISSION 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear BRAC COMMISSIONERS: 

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, New Mexico and for the keeping of Cannon Air Force 
Base, I want. you to hear my personal reasons for taking Cannon off the base closure list. 

I feel this was a judgment call made without knowing all the pertinent facts which make 
Cannon a special base. I want you to consider this plea along with those of our 
community imd surrounding area. 

First of all we have over 300 good flying days a year. We have bright sunny weather with 
very little rain or snow. It is excellent for daytime or night flying maneuvers. This makes 
for perfect training. When citizens hear the planes flying at night or zooming around in 
the day, I thank God for allowing them to protect us and our nation. 

The additional air space that is currently being negotiated for purchase will allow for 
greater missions for many different planes which need supersonic airspace. 

The Melrose bombing range is only seconds away for great training and blends into our 
farm land with no problems. It is vital to training missions for war time planes to practice 
maneuvers. 

The air force personnel that come into Clovis are looking for families to take them under 
their wings and offer them a place to belong. We do this without reluctance. We can help 
them meet each need whether it be to find schools for their children, homes to rent or 
buy, suggestions of places to eat, or shop. We bring them into our churches and offer 
them closeness to God as a family. We comfort them when they have family members 
who must be deployed. We give them our hugs when they are ill or loose a loved one. 
These are some of the reasons why many who are stationed here make a personal reason 
to come back: to Clovis to retire. 

Our military :retirees now are a great number of our area population and have a great 
voice in our local, state and national government. Many are getting up in years. They are 
very concerned over this disturbing news that a group of Government officials can 
actually change the course of their lives with a single stroke of a pen. Many veteran 
retirees serve on local civic government positions; have teaching positions, and other 
income which make their income taxes higher. Still they are able to maintain their 
independence: and be productive citizens. Many returned to Clovis or elected to retire 
here because of our lower cost of living. Property taxes are very low and housing is very 
affordable. 



There is a brand new Veteran's Clinic in our community and many military families use 
this facility as well as the state of the art Commissary on base. The local hospital has just 
hired 60 new doctors to help provide the medical needs for the military when the base 
hospital was closed. They are doing major renovations to the Emergency Room, and 
adding a Cancer and Heart Wing. The hospital would not have considered making these 
costly improvements if they had had knowledge Cannon Air Force Base closing. 
This news is depleting so much of our local economy and will severely hurt our 
economic base for our surrounding businesses. 

The two area colleges are also a great plus factor as all the military and their families can 
continue to work on furthering their education while they are stationed here in Clovis or 
Portales. They offer online classes as well to not hinder their busy schedules. They offer 
child care as well. 

When they first arrive the wind may be blowing and we may be in a no rain time of year 
where the land is flat and the grass is brown, but soon there is more to be found in Clovis 
than rolling green hills and lots of trees. It is the friendliness and caring of the 
community. The veterans learn to love us as we love them. 

I want to personally plead with you to consider and reconsider your previous decision and 
consider the impact on our local area communities and our economy. 

In addition the air force personnel stationed here at Cannon do not want to leave Clovis. 
Countless families want to stay here, but will go if sent somewhere else, but if given the 
choice. Clovis is like no other home to them. 

Sincerely, 

u d w  



May 20,2005 

BRAC COMMISSION 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, 'VA 22202 

Dear BRAC COMMISSIONERS: 

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, New Mexico and for the keeping of Cannon Air Force 
Base, I want you to hear my personal reasons for taking Cannon off the base closure list. 

I feel this wias a judgment call made without knowing all the pertinent facts which make 
Cannon a special base. I want you to consider this plea along with those of our 
community ;and surrounding area. 

First of all we have over 300 good flying days a year. We have bright sunny weather with 
very little rain or snow. It is excellent for daytime or night flying maneuvers. This makes 
for perfect training. When citizens hear the planes flying at night or zooming around in 
the day, I thank God for allowing them to protect us and our nation. 

The addition'al air space that is currently being negotiated for purchase will allow for 
greater missions for many different planes which need supersonic airspace. 

The Melrose bombing range is only seconds away for great training and blends into our 
fm land with no problems. It is vital to training missions for war time planes to practice 
maneuvers. 

The air force personnel that come into Clovis are looking for families to take them under 
their wings arid offer them a place to belong. We do this without reluctance. We can help 
them meet each need whether it be to find schools for their children, homes to rent or 
buy, suggestions of places to eat, or shop. We bring them into our churches and offer 
them closeness to God as a family. We comfort them when they have family members 
who must be deployed. We give them our hugs when they are ill or loose a loved one. 
These are some of the reasons why many who are stationed here make a personal reason 
to come back to Clovis to retire. 

Our military retirees now are a great number of our area population and have a great 
voice in our local, state and national government. Many are getting up in years. They are 
very concerned over this disturbing news that a group of Government officials can 
actually change the course of their lives with a single stroke of a pen. Many veteran 
retirees serve on local civic government positions; have teaching positions, and other 
income which make their income taxes higher. Still they are able to maintain their 
independence imd be productive citizens. Many returned to Clovis or elected to retire 
here because of our lower cost of living. Property taxes are very low and housing is very 
affordable. 



There is a lsrand new Veteran's Clinic in our community and many military families use 
this facility as well as the state of the art Commissary on base. The local hospital has just 
hired 60 new doctors to help provide the medical needs for the military when the base 
hospital was closed. They are doing major renovations to the Emergency Room, and 
adding a Cimcer and Heart Wing. The hospital would not have considered making these 
costly improvements if they had had knowledge Cannon Air Force Base closing. 
This news is depleting so much of our local economy and will severely hurt our 
economic base for our surrounding businesses. 

The two area colleges are also a great plus factor as all the military and their families can 
continue to work on furthering their education while they are stationed here in Clovis or 
Portales. They offer online classes as well to not hinder their busy schedules. They offer 
child care as well. 

When they first arrive the wind may be blowing and we may be in a no rain time of year 
where the land is flat and the grass is brown, but soon there is more to be found in Clovis 
than rolling green hills and lots of trees. It is the friendliness and caring of the 
community. The veterans learn to love us as we love them. 

I want to personally plead with you to consider and reconsider your previous decision and 
consider the impact on our local area communities and our economy. 

In addition the air force personnel stationed here at Cannon do not want to leave Clovis. 
Countless families want to stay here, but will go if sent somewhere else, but if given the 
choice. Clovis is like no other home to them. 

Sincerely, 
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May 20,2005 

BRAC COMMISSION 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, YA 22202 

Dear BRAC COMMISSIONERS: 

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, New Mexico and for the keeping of Cannon Air Force 
Base, I want you to hear my personal reasons for taking Cannon off the base closure list. 

I feel this was a judgment call made without knowing all the pertinent facts which make 
Cannon a special base. I want you to consider this plea along with those of our 
community and surrounding area. 

First of all vve have over 300 good flying days a year. We have bright sunny weather with 
very little rain or snow. It is excellent for daytime or night flying maneuvers. This makes 
for perfect braining. When citizens hear the planes flying at night or zooming around in 
the day, I thank God for allowing them to protect us and our nation. 

The additional air space that is currently being negotiated for purchase will allow for 
greater missions for many different planes which need supersonic airspace. 

The Melrose bombing range is only seconds away for great training and blends into our 
farm land with no problems. It is vital to training missions for war time planes to practice 
maneuvers. 

The air force personnel that come into Clovis are looking for families to take them under 
their wings and offer them a place to belong. We do this w:thout reluctance. We can help 
them meet each need whether it be to find schools for their children, homes to rent or 
buy, suggestions of places to eat, or shop. We bring them into our churches and offer 
them closeness to God as a family. We comfort them when they have family members 
who must be deployed. We give them ow hugs when they are ill or loose a loved one. 
These are some of the reasons why many who are stationed here make a personal reason 
to come back: to Clovis to retire. 

Our military retirees now are a great number of our area population and have a great 
voice in our local, state and national government. Many are getting up in years. They are 
very concerned over this disturbing news that a group of Government officials can 
actually change the course of their lives with a single stroke of a pen. Many veteran 
retirees serve on local civic government positions; have teaching positions, and other 
income which make their income taxes higher. Still they are able to maintain their 
independence and be productive citizens. Many returned to Clovis or elected to retire 
here because of our lower cost of living. Property taxes are very low and housing is very 
affordable. 



There is a brand new Veteran's Clinic in our community and many military families use 
this facility as well as the state of the art Commissary on base. The local hospital has just 
hired 60 new doctors to help provide the medical needs for the military when the base 
hospital was closed. They are doing major renovations to the Emergency Room, and 
adding a Cancer and Heart Wing. The hospital would not have considered making these 
costly improvements if they had had knowledge Cannon Air Force Base closing. 
This news is depleting so much of our local economy and will severely hurt our 
economic base for our surrounding businesses. 

The two area colleges are also a great plus factor as all the military and their families can 
continue to work on furthering their education while they are stationed here in Clovis or 
Portales. They offer online classes as well to not hinder their busy schedules. They offer 
child care as well. 

When they first arrive the wind may be blowing and we may be in a no rain time of year 
where the land is flat and the grass is brown, but soon there is more to be found in Clovis 
than rolling green hills and lots of trees. It is the friendliness and caring of the 
community. The veterans learn to love us as we love them. 

I want to personally plead with you to consider and reconsider your previous decision and 
consider the impact on our local area communities and our economy. 

In addition the air force personnel stationed here at Cannon do not want to leave Clovis. 
Countless families want to stay here, but will go if sent somewhere else, but if given the 
choice. Clovis is like no other home to them. 

Sincerely, 

U d -  



May 20,2005 

BRAC COMMISSION 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, 'VA 22202 

Dear BRAC COMMISSIONERS: 

As a conce~ned citizen of Clovis, New Mexico and for the keeping of Cannon Air Force 
Base, I want you to hear my personal reasons for taking Cannon off the base closure list. 

I feel this was a judgment call made without knowing all the pertinent facts which make 
Cannon a special base. I want you to consider this plea along with those of our 
community and surrounding area. 

First of all we have over 300 good flying days a year. We have bright sunny weather with 
very little rain or snow. It is excellent for daytime or night flying maneuvers. This makes 
for perfect training. When citizens hear the planes flying at night or zooming around in 
the day, I thank God for allowing them to protect us and our nation. 

The additional air space that is currently being negotiated for purchase will allow for 
greater missions for many different planes which need supersonic airspace. 

The Melrose bombing range is only seconds away for great training and blends into our 
farm land with no problems. It is vital to training missions for war time planes to practice 
maneuvers. 

The air force personnel that come into Clovis are looking for families to take them under 
their wings and offer them a place to belong. We do this without reluctance. We can help 
them meet each need whether it be to find schools for their children, homes to rent or 
buy, suggestions of places to eat, or shop. We bring them into our churches and offer 
them closeness to God as a family. We comfort them when they have family members 
who must be deployed. We give them our hugs when they are ill or loose a loved one. 
These are some of the reasons why many who are stationed here make a personal reason 
to come back: to Clovis to retire. 

Our military retirees now are a great number of our area population and have a great 
voice in our local, state and national government. Many are getting up in years. They are 
very concerned over this disturbing news that a group of Government officials can 
actually change the course of their lives with a single stroke of a pen. Many veteran 
retirees serve on local civic government positions; have teaching positions, and other 
income which make their income taxes higher. Still they are able to maintain their 
independence: and be productive citizens. Many returned to clovis or elected to retire 
here because of our lower cost of living. Property taxes are very low and housing is very 
affordable. 



There is a brand new Veteran's Clinic in our community and many military families use 
this facility as well as the state of the art Commissary on base. The local hospital has just 
hired 60 new doctors to help provide the medical needs for the military when the base 
hospital was closed. They are doing major renovations to the Emergency Room, and 
adding a Ctmcer and Heart Wing. The hospital would not have considered making these 
costly improvements if they had had knowledge Cannon Air Force Base closing. 
This news is depleting so much of our local economy and will severely hurt our 
economic base for our surrounding businesses. 

The two area colleges are also a great plus factor as all the military and their families can 
continue to ,work on furthering their education while they are stationed here in Clovis or 
Portales. They offer online classes as well to not hinder their busy schedules. They offer 
child care as well. 

When they first arrive the wind may be blowing and we may be in a no rain time of year 
where the land is flat and the grass is brown, but soon there is more to be found in Clovis 
than rolling green hills and lots of trees. It is the friendliness and caring of the 
community. The veterans learn to love us as we love them. 

I want to per;sonally plead with you to consider and reconsider your previous decision and 
consider the :impact on our local area communities and our economy. 

In addition the air force personnel stationed here at Cannon do not want to leave Clovis. 
Countless farnilies want to stay here, but will go if sent somewhere else, but if given the 
choice. Clovis is like no other home to them. 

Sincerely, 



June 28,2005 

BRAC COIMMISSION 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, 'VA 22202 

Dear BRAC COMMISSIONERS: 

As a conce~ned Realtor of Clovis, New Mexico and for the keeping of Cannon Air Force 
Base, I want you to hear my personal reasons for taking Cannon off the base closure list. 

I am sitting here in my real estate office just waiting for the phone and my cell phone to 
ring. It is dead quiet. I had over 79 buyers most of which were military due with orders 
for Cannon in May-Sept this year. Most have contacted me and said they would need to 
take a rental if they could find one and could not consider buying until Cannon AFB is 
removed from the list. I reply to each of them that I understand and when Cannon is 
removed from the list I will be here. Real Estate is my life and it is what I do best turning 
dreams and housing needs into homes, securities, and lifestyles. 

I have an income of about $230,000.00 a year with 2 full time assistants which are my 
family members that I support. My income is usually $9000.00 a month and this month I 
will be lucky to bring in $1,200.00 income from 2 small mobile home sales for non 
military in Ft Surnner, NM. 

I do not holw what to plan for my next few months. I have 7 web sites to maintain and 
numerous dues and office bill to pay as well as car payment and household expenses. I 
am cutting out all frivolous treats that I have enjoyed. I realize this is not your fault, but I 
just want you to understand what a position this BRAC closure is placing on myself and 
many others; affected by just the announcement. 

It was a real joy to have 6 of the commissioners as well as our State Govenor, Lt. 
Governor, and Senators as well as State Representatives in our local hotel last weekend. I 
was part of the welcoming committee\ who had .the' opportunity to distribute fi-esh flowers 
and welcome baskets to many of y o d  rooms. I called out your names before God as I 
went from room to room turning on the air conditioner and placing water in your 
refigerator. This was not just an act of kindness, but one of opportunity. I want you to 
h o w  that I personally prayed for each of you to be fair and to listen to our delegation 
pour out our Cannon facts and misconceptions that had been previously given to the 
DOD. They so eloquently spoke in behalf of each and every Clovis and Portales citizen 
and with ow good in mind. It was my pleasure to be part of the people who lined the 
street in front of the REIMAX hot air balloon and then hurry to take my seat at Marshall 
to hear the powerll and heartfelt presentation by Senator Pete Domenici, Senator Jeff 
Bingaman, and Rep. Heather Wilson, and Rep. Tom Udall as well as our Governor Bill 
Richardson and his Lt. Gov.Demish. I was so proud to hear Randy Harris and Chad 
Lydick speak words of truth about our economic forecast and how well our base has 
excelled in missions and are looking for a bight future with additional missions that are 



currently bleing made possible by the additional air space being purchased. We do love 
our cornrn~tnity and we do love the military families who live here and have become part 
of us and want to stay here for a long time. 

I want to personally plead with you to consider and reconsider the previous decision to 
place Cannon AFB on the BRAC list and consider the impact on our local area 
communities and our economy as well as my personal livelihood as  a Realtor. I want 
those emaills to keep coming in and I want to assist more and more families find the 
American Dream of home ownership. 

Sincerely, 
SHARON HICKS 



June 28,2005 

BRAC COMMISSION 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear BRAC COMMISSIONERS: 

As a concerned Realtor of Clovis, New Mexico and for the keeping of Cannon Air Force 
Base, I want you to hear my personal reasons for talung Cannon off the base closure list. 

I am sitting here in my real estate office just waiting for the phone and my cell phone to 
ring. It is dead quiet. I had over 79 buyers most of which were military due with orders 
for Cannon in May-Sept this year. Most have contacted me and said they would need to 
take a rental if they could find one and could not consider buying until Cannon AFB is 
removed from the list. I reply to each of them that I understand and when Cannon is 
removed h m  the list I will be here. Real Estate is my life and it is what I do best turning 
dreams and housing needs into homes, securities, and lifestyles. 

I have an income of about $230,000.00 a year with 2 full time assistants which are my 
family members that I support. My income is usually $9000.00 a month and this month I 
will be lucky to bring in $1,200.00 income from 2 small mobile home sales for non 
military in Ft Surnner, NM. 

I do not know what to plan for my next few months. I have 7 web sites to maintain and 
numerous dues and office bill to pay as well as car payment and household expenses. I 
am cutting out all frivolous treats that I have enjoyed. I realize this is not your fault, but I 
just want you to understand what a position this BRAC closure is placing on myself and 
many others affected by just the announcement. 

It was a real joy to have 6 of the commissioners as well as our State Govenor, Lt. 
Governor, and Senators as well as State Representatives in our local hotel last weekend. I 
was part of the welcoming committee who had the opportunity to distribute fi-esh flowers 
and welcome baskets to many of your rooms. I called out your names before God as I 
went fiom room to room tuning on the air conditioner and placing water in your 
refigerator. ' f i s  was not just an act of kindness, but one of opportunity. I want you to 
know that I personally prayed for each of you to be fair and to listen to our delegation 
pour out our Cannon facts and misconceptions that had been previously given to the 
DOD. They so eloquently spoke in behalf of each and every Clovis and Portales citizen 
and with our good in mind. It was my pleasure to be part of the people who lined the 
street in front: of the RE/MAX hot air balloon and then hurry to take my seat at Marshall 
to hear the powerful and heartfelt presentation by Senator Pete Domenici, Senator Jeff 
Bingaman, and Rep. Heather Wilson, and Rep. Tom Udall as well as our Governor Bill 
Richardson and his Lt. Gov.Demish. I was so proud to hear Randy Harris and Chad 
Lydick speak words of truth about our economic forecast and how well our base has 
excelled in missions and are looking for a bight future with additional missions that are 



currently bleing made possible by the additional air space being purchased. We do love 
our community and we do love the military families who live here and have become part 
of us and want to stay here for a long time. 

I want to personally plead with you to consider and reconsider the previous decision to 
place Cannon AFB on the BRAC list and consider the impact on our local area 
communities and our economy as well as my personal livelihood as a Realtor. I want 
those emai1.s to keep coming in and I want to assist more and more families find the 
American 1)reat-n of home ownership. 

Sincerely, 
SHARON IHICKS 



Dear James V. Hansen, 

Turning the news on and seeing cannon AFB on the list of recommended 
base closures came as a shock. Our wonderful community has supported Cannon 
AFB for over fifty years and we weren't expecting for that to end. It came as a 
shock due to the fact that if you followed the criteria released by the Department 
of Defense, there would be no way we would be on the closure list. When you 
look at some of the other bases that are not on the list of bases recommended for 
closure, it rnakes me wonder why we would close over them. For example Luke 
AFB in Arizona has encroachment issues, air space problems and if that base 
closed it woluld not hurt Phoenix anything like the hurt that would be inflicted on 
Clovis if Caanon was closed. 

I do not see one thing that the Department of Defense is looking for in their 
criteria that we do not have. Just to name a few: Clovis has the available land, we 
do not have any problems with encroachments, we are near the Melrose bombing 
range, we have great flying weather, great air space and supersonic capabilities. 
We have the ability for Cannon to continue training with a multitude of aircraft, 
not just the F- 16. 

The criteria the DoD released was supposed to look at the economic impact on the 
city. Clovis is a city with only about 32,667 people with no other mqjor city for 
about one hundred miles. With the base being the top employer in the area, 
pulling out 4,780 jobs from a community our size could devastate us. Why would I 
you close a base that fits everything ,that was asked for by the DoD when there are 
bases like Luke AFB that do not fit the criteria that the DoD released. Come down 
to Clovis and see what a great base Cannon AFB is to the air force and how much 
our commun.ity supports and relies on it. 

Sincerely, 



Dear James T. Hill, 

Turning the news on and seeing Cannon AFB on the list of recommended 
base closures came as a shock. Our wonderful community has supported Cannon 
AFB for over fifty years and we weren't expecting for that to end. It came as a 
shock due to the fact that if you followed the criteria released by the Department 
of Defense, there would be no way we would be on the closure list. When you 
look at some of the other bases that are not on the list of bases recommended for 
closure, it makes me wonder why we would close over them. For example Luke 
AFB in Arizona has encroachment issues, air space problems and if that base 
closed it would not hurt Phoenix anything like the hurt that would be inflicted on 
Clovis if Cannon was closed. 

I do not see one thing that the Department of Defense is looking for in their 
criteria that we do not have. Just to name a few: Clovis has the available land, we 
do not have a:ny problems with encroachments, we are near the Melrose bombing 
range, we have great flying weather, great air space and supersonic capabilities. 
We have the ability for Cannon to continue training with a multitude of aircraft, 
not just the F-16. 

The criteria the DoD released was supposed to look at the economic impact on the 
city. Clovis is a city with only about 32,667 people with no other major city for 
about one hundred miles. With the base being the top employer in the area, 
pulling out 4,780 jobs from a community our size could devastate us. Why would 
you close a base that fits everything that was asked for by the DoD when there are 
bases like Luke AFB that do not fit the criteria that the DoD released. Come down 
to Clovis and see what a great base Cannon AFB is to the air force and how much 
our community supports and relies on it. 

Sincerely, 

'U Wars. 



Dear Harold W. Gehman, Jr., 

Turning the news on and seeing Cannon AFB on the list of recommended 
base closures came as a shock. Our wonderful community has supported Cannon 
AFB for over fi fity years and we weren't expecting for that to end. It came as a 
shock due to the fact that if you followed the criteria released by the Department 
of Defense, there: would be no way we would be on the closure list. When you 
look at some of the other bases that are not on the list of bases recommended for 
closure, it makes me wonder why we would close over them. For example Luke 
AFB in Arizona ihas encroachment issues, air space problems and if that base 
closed it would not hurt Phoenix anything like the hurt that would be inflicted on 
Clovis if Cannon was closed. 

I do not see one thing that the Department of Defense is looking for in their 
criteria that we do not have. Just to name a few: Clovis has the available land, we 
do not have any problems with encroachments, we are near the Melrose bombing 
range, we have great flying weather, great air space and supersonic capabilities. 
We have the ability for Cannon to continue training with a multitude of aircraft, 
not just the F--16. 

The criteria the DoD released was supposed to look at the economic impact on the 
city. Clovis is a city with only about 32,667 people with no other major city for 
about one hundred miles. With the base being the top employer in the area, 
pulling out 4,'780jobs from a community our size could devastate us. Why would 
you close a base that fits everything that was asked for by the DoD when there are 
bases like Luke AFB that do not fit the criteria that the DoD released. Come down 
to Clovis and see what a great base Cannon AFB is to the air force and how much 
our cornmunit:y supports and relies on it. 

Sincerely, 



Dear Anthony J. Principi, 

Turning the news on and seeing Cannon AFB on the list of recommended 
base closures caime as a shock. Our wonderful community has supported Cannon 
AFB for over fifty years and we weren't expecting for that to end. It came as a 
shock due to the fact that if you followed the criteria released by the Department 
of Defense, there would be no way we would be on the closure list. When you 
look at some! of the other bases that are not on the list of bases recommended for 
closure, it makes me wonder why we would close over them. For example Luke 
AFB in Arizona has encroachment issues, air space problems and if that base 
closed it would not hurt Phoenix anything like the hurt that would be inflicted on 
Clovis if Cannon was closed. 

I do not see one thing that the Department of Defense is looking for in their 
criteria that we do not have. Just to name a few: Clovis has the available land, we 
do not have any problems with encroachments, we are near the Melrose bombing 
range, we have great flying weather, great air space and supersonic capabilities. 
We have the ability for Cannon to continue training with a multitude of aircraft, 
not just the F- 16. 

The criteria the DoD released was supposed to look at the economic impact on the 
city. Clovis is a city with only about 32,667 people with no other major city for 
about one hundred miles. With the base being the top employer in the area, 
pulling out 4,780 jobs from a community our size could devastate us. Why would 
you close a base that fits everything that was asked for by the DoD when there are 
bases like Luke AFB that do not fit the criteria that the DoD released. Come down 
to Clovis and see what a great base Cannon AFB is to the air force and how much 
our community supports and relies on it. 

Sincerely, 



Dear Lloyd "Fig" Newton, 

Turning the news on and seeing Cannon AFB on the list of recommended 
base closures came as a shock. Our wonderful community has supported Cannon 
AFB for over fifty years and we weren't expecting for that to end. It came as a 
shock due to the fact that if you followed the criteria released by the Department 
of Defense, there would be no way we would be on the closure list. When you 
look at some of the other bases that are not on the list of bases recommended for 
closure, it makes me wonder why we would close over them. For example Luke 
AFB in Arizona has encroachment issues, air space problems and if that base 
closed it would not hurt Phoenix anything like the hurt that would be inflicted on 
Clovis if Cannon was closed. 

I do not see one thing that the Department of Defense is looking for in their 
criteria that we do not have. Just to name a few: Clovis has the available land, we 
do not have any problems with encroachments, we are near the Melrose bombing 
range, we have great flying weather, great air space and supersonic capabilities. 
We have the ability for Cannon to continue training with a multitude of aircraft, 
not just the F- 16. 

The criteria the DoD released was supposed to look at the economic impact on the 
city. Clovis is a city with only about 32,667 people with no other major city for 
about one hundred miles. With the base being the top employer in the area, 
pulling out 4,780 jobs from a community our size could devastate us. Why would 
you close a base that fits everything that was asked for by the DoD when there are 
bases like Luke AFB that do not fit the criteria that the DoD released. Come down 
to Clovis and see what a great base Cannon AFB is to the air force and how much 
our community supports and relies on it. 

Sincerely, 


