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Received 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington VA 22202 

Dear Honorable Bilbray, 

Undoubtedly, you have received countless letters from residents of the Clovis and 
Portales communities in our efforts to "Keep Cannon". I ask that you please read one more: 

I was stationed at Cannon as a military personnel officer from 1992 - 1995. We found 
the ClovisIPortales area so welcoming that we chose to purchase a house in Portales-the lower 
cost of living in this area made that a wise move. Subsequently, we left Portales for other 
military assignments; however, we kept our house because we intended to return here someday. 
I have just completed an assignment in Dayton, Ohio as an Air Force ROTC instructor and we 
have completed our move back to our home in Portales. My wife and I have been employed as 
schoolteachers for Clovis Municipal Schools and we are excited about serving the children of 
this military community. It should be noted that numerous military personnel have chosen to 
make Clovis or Portales their permanent homes. 

MILITARY VALUE OF CANNON AFB 
I will give you my viewpoint on the military value of keeping Cannon AFB: 

W When I served here from 92-95, Cannon was in the process of expanding to 
accommodate a total of over 5000 military members due to the consolidation of all F- 
11 1 s to Cannon. Cannon and the local communities made this happen and welcomed 
the new families. 

W Upon the retirement of'the F-1 1 ls, Cannon quickly and easily converted to an F-16 
base and has also hosted the Singaporean Air Force. The Clovis and Portales 
communities have welcomed the Singaporeans with open arms. 
There are absolutely no encroachment issues at Cannon. The city of Clovis is 
growing to the north. The area between the base and Clovis is simply not a growth 
area. Pilots at Cannon have superior access to the skies. Our weather is superb- 
rarely is there a day when the pilots can't fly. Why close Cannon and send the jets 
and pilots to a base where their ability to fly and train will be much more limited than 
at Cannon? In the interest of national defens-keeping our pilots trained and 
readyxannon should be retained. 

W Cannon's aircraft and trained pilots and other personnel have been paramount to 
national defense, having deployed around the globe to hot spots almost non-stop from 
Persian Gulf War I to the present conflicts. Yes, they could have deployed from 
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anywhere, yet I contend that the superior training received at Cannon is what makes 
Cannon's assets a supreme warfighting instrument for our nation. 
Cannon's facilities are modem and first-rateyou saw this yourself when you 
visited. 
The proximity to Melrose Bomb Range and its usage rate is something that DoD is 
overlooking, for whatever reason. I contend that Cannon and Melrose Range are an 
integral team in National Defense. We can't have one without the other, without 
weakening our training programs. 
Joint Training Opportunities: Cannon has long participated in, and even hosted, 
"ROVING SANDS" every year that I can remember. If that is not the finest example 
of the joint training capabilities available here, then I'm at a loss as to what DoD is 
looking for. As long as I can remember, Cannon has had numerous "Exchange" 
officers with the Navy and Marine Corps as well as "Exchange" pilots from our 
Allies. 
We love the sound of jet aircraft h e r e i t  is the sound of fkeedom, and we like being 
part of that. This is an intensely patriotic community who loves its base and 
embraces the military members, single and families, who get stationed here. It is that 
sense of community that made this an easy decision to make Portales our home. 

POTENTIAL "RECEIVER" ROLES FOR CANNON AFB: 
Cannon is an ideal choice for Air Force ROTC Field Training (summer camp). I was 
involved with Field Training at Ellsworth AFB and at Tyndall AFB. I know that the 
Air Force is actively looking for a replacement for Field Training at Tyndall due to 
the poor condition and inadequate facilities there (and potentially a replacement for 
Ellsworth, if it remains on the closure list). I contend that Cannon is an ideal location 
to host Air Force ROTC Field Training each summer. The climate is ideal for 
training due to the lack of humidity-mornings and evenings are cool providing an 
ideal setting for physical training activities. The following facilities already exist: 
base theater (for mass briefings), dining facility, open fields (for parades and sporting 
activities). Older dormitories exist which could be tumed over to ROTC as newer 
dormitories are built for the active duty airman. The only needed addition to the base 
is an obstacle course (though one may already exist for the Security Forces) and a 
"Project X' Leadership Reaction Course-this could be built inexpensively. The 
cadets could a l l  be flown into a regional "hub" such as Albuquerque or Denver, then 
flown by charter aircraft directly into Cannon. I must emphasize that the best of all 
these features is the favorable weather climateideal for training of this variety. 
Cannon can accommodate another aircraft wing-whether that is the A-10, F-22, or 
F-35, the inffastructure exists to allow the base to expand to meet this military need. 
This makes military sense for these reasons: 

o All the reasons listed above for climate, available airspace, and maximum 
training opportunities 

o ClovislPortales has a much lower cost of living than most other areas. The 
military will save countless dollars on BAH by increasing the military 
presence at Cannon. Housing is readily available and I can assure you that 
more houses and apartments will be built if a decision is made to make 
Cannon a receiver base. 



Cannon can host a training wing for any air force of our Allies. Hosting the 
Singaporeans was a huge success and everyone is sorry to see them leave. Bring in 
any other Allied air force to take advantage of Cannon's superior training s p a c e t h e  
Clovis/Portales communities will welcome the Allies with open arms. 

My final thought to leave you with is that I strongly disagree with any comments about Cannon's 
"isolation". Cannon is not a hardship tour for anyone. An assignment to Cannon is an 
opportunity for airmen and their families to be part of a wholesome, hard-working farming, 
ranching, and dairy community. Please do not be influenced by "whining" young airmen or 
spouses that there is "nothing to do" here. There is plenty of shopping and dining as well as 
wholesome recreation right here in Clovis and Portales without having to make the 2-hour drive 
to Lubbock. 

I implore you to reject the flawed recommendations of the Department of Defense. I can only 
trust that you have done your own research and will independently make your decision in the 
interest of national defense. Thank you for your dedicated senice on the BRAC Commission. 

Jeremy L. Martin 
- Former USAF officer stationed at Cannon 
- School Teacher, Clovis Municipal Schools 
- Resident of Portales 



July 30, 2005 

Jeremy L. Martin 
225 Floyd Golden Cir 
Portales NM 88 130 

The Honorable Philip Coyle 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

AUG 0 1 2005 
Received 

Dear Honorable Coyle, 

Undoubtedly, you have received countless letters from residents of the Clovis and 
Portales communities in our efforts to "Keep Cannon". I ask that you please read one more: 

I was stationed at Cannon as a military personnel officer from 1992 - 1995. We found 
the ClovidPortales area so welcoming that we chose to purchase a house in Portales-the lower 
cost of living in this area made that a wise move. Subsequently, we left Portales for other 
military assignments; however, we kept our house because we intended to return here someday. 
I have just completed an assignment in Dayton, Ohio as an Air Force ROTC instructor and we 
have completed our move back to our home in Portales. My wife and I have been employed as 
schoolteachers for Clovis Municipal Schools and we are excited about serving the children of 
this military community. It should be noted that numerous military personnel have chosen to 
make Clovis or Portales their permanent homes. 

MILITARY VALUE OF CANNON AFB 
I will give you my viewpoint on the military value of keeping Cannon AFB: 

When I served here from 92-95, Cannon was in the process of expanding to 
accommodate a total of over 5000 military members due to the consolidation of all F- 
1 1  1s to Cannon. Cannon and the local communities made this happen and welcomed 
the new families. 
Upon the retirement of the F- 1 1 1 s, Cannon quickly and easily converted to an F- 16 
base and has also hosted the Singaporean Air Force. The Clovis and Portales 
communities have welcomed the Singaporeans with open arms. 
There are absolutely no encroachment issues at Cannon. The city of Clovis is 
growing to the north. The area between the base and Clovis is simply not a growth 
area. Pilots at Cannon have superior access to the skies. Our weather is superb- 
rarely is there a day when the pilots can't fly. Why close Cannon and send the jets 
and pilots to a base where their ability to fly and train will be much more limited than 
at Cannon? In the interest of national defense-keeping our pilots trained and 
ready--Camon should be retained. 
Cannon's aircraft and trained pilots and other personnel have been paramount to 
national defense, having deployed around the globe to hot spots almost non-stop from 
Persian Gulf War I to the present conflicts. Yes, they could have deployed from 



anywhere, yet I contend that the superior training received at Cannon is what makes 
Cannon's assets a supreme warfighting instrument for our nation. 
Cannon's facilities are modem and first-rate--you saw this yourself when you 
visited. 
The proximity to Melrose Bomb Range and its usage rate is something that DoD is 
overlooking, for whatever reason. I contend that Cannon and Melrose Range are an 
integral team in National Defense. We can't have one without the other, without 
weakening our training programs. 
Joint Training Opportunities: Cannon has long participated in, and even hosted, 
"ROVING SANDS'every year that I can remember. If that is not the finest example 
of the joint training capabilities available here, then I'm at a loss as to what DoD is 
looking for. As long as I can remember, Cannon has had numerous "Exchange" 
officers with the Navy and Marine Corps as well as "Exchange" pilots fiom our 
Allies. 
We love the sound of jet aircraft here--it is the sound of freedom, and we like being 
part of that. This is an intensely patriotic community who loves its base and 
embraces the military members, single and families, who get stationed here. It is that 
sense of community that made this an easy decision to make Portales our home. 

POTENTIAL "RECEIVER" ROLES FOR CANNON AFB: 
W Cannon is an ideal choice for Air Force ROTC Field Training (summer camp). I was 

involved with Field Training at Ellsworth AFB and at Tyndall AFB. I know that the 
Air Force is actively looking for a replacement for Field Training at Tyndall due to 
the poor condition and inadequate facilities there (and potentially a replacement for 
Ellsworth, if it remains on the closure list). I contend that Cannon is an ideal location 
to host Air Force ROTC Field Training each summer. The climate is ideal for 
training due to the lack of humidity-mornings and evenings are cool providing an 
ideal setting for physical training activities. The following facilities already exist: 
base theater (for mass briefings), dining facility, open fields (for parades and sporting 
activities). Older dormitories exist which could be tumed over to ROTC as newer 
dormitories are built for the active duty airman. The only needed addition to the base 
is an obstacle course (though one may already exist for the Security Forces) and a 
"Project X' Leadership Reaction Course--this could be built inexpensively. The 
cadets could all be flown into a regional "hub such as Albuquerque or Denver, then 
flown by charter aircraft directly into Cannon. I must emphasize that the best of all 
these features is the favorable weather climate--ideal for training of this variety. 

W Cannon can accommodate another aircraft wing-whether that is the A-10, F-22, or 
F-35, the infrastructure exists to allow the base to expand to meet this military need. 
This makes military sense for these reasons: 

o All the reasons listed above for climate, available airspace, and maximum 
training opportunities 

o ClovidPortales has a much lower cost of living than most other areas. The 
military will save countless dollars on BAH by increasing the military 
presence at Cannon. Housiig is readily available and I can assure you that 
more houses and apartments will be built if a decision is made to make 
Cannon a receiver base 



Cannon can host a training wing for any air force of our Allies. Hosting the 
Singaporeans was a huge success and everyone is s o q  to see them leave. Bring in 
any other Allied air force to take advantage of Cannon's superior training spacethe  
ClovidPortales communities will welcome the Allies with open arms. 

My final thought to leave you with is that I strongly disagree with any comments about Cannon's 
"isolation". Cannon is not a hardship tour for anyone. An assignment to Cannon is an 
opportunity for airmen and their families to be part of a wholesome, hard-working farming, 
ranching, and dairy community. Please do not be influenced by "whining" young airmen or 
spouses that there is "nothing to do" here. There is plenty of shopping and dining as well as 
wholesome recreation right here in Clovis and Portales without having to make the 2-hour drive 
to Lubbock. 

I implore you to reject the flawed recommendations of the Department of Defense. I can only 
trust that you have done your own research and will independently make your decision in the 
interest of national defense. Thank you for your dedicated service on the BRAC Commission. 

Sincerely, 

Jeremy L. Martin 
- Former USAF officer stationed at Cannon 
- School Teacher, Clovis Municipal Schools 
- Resident of Portales 



July 30,2005 

Jeremy L. Martin 
225 Floyd Golden Cir 
Portales NM 88 130 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

AUG 0 l 2IN5 
Rece~ved 

Dear Honorable Principi, 

Undoubtedly, you have received countless letters from residents of the Clovis and 
Portales communities in our efforts to "Keep Cannon". I ask that you please read one more: 

I was stationed at Cannon as a military personnel officer from 1992 - 1995. We found 
the Clovis/Portales area so welcoming that we chose to purchase a house in Portales-the lower 
cost of living in this area made that a wise move. Subsequently, we left Portales for other 
military assignments; however, we kept our house because we intended to return here someday. 
I have just completed an assignment in Dayton, Ohio as an Air Force ROTC instructor and we 
have completed our move back to our home in Portales. My wife and I have been employed as 
schoolteachers for Clovis Municipal Schools and we are excited about serving the children of 
this military community. It should be noted that numerous military personnel have chosen to 
make Clovis or Portales their permanent homes. 

MILITARY VALUE OF CANNON AFB 
I will give you my viewpoint on the military value of keeping Cannon AFB: 

When I served here from 92-95, Cannon was in the process of expanding to 
accommodate a total of over 5000 military members due to the consolidation of all F- 
1 1 1 s to Cannon. Cannon and the local communities made this happen and welcomed 
the new families. 
Upon the retirement ofthe F-11 ls, Cannon quickly and easily converted to an F-16 
base and has also hosted the Singaporean Air Force. The Clovis and Portales 
communities have welcomed the Singaporeans with open arms. 
There are absolutely no encroachment issues at Cannon. The city of Clovis is 
growing to the north. The area between the base and Clovis is simply not a growth 
area. Pilots at Cannon have superior access to the skies. Our weather is superb-- 
rarely is there a day when the pilots can't fly. Why close Cannon and send the jets 
and pilots to a base where their ability to fly and train will be much more limited than 
at Cannon? In the interest of national defense-keeping our pilots trained and 
ready--Cannon should be retained. 
Cannon's aircraft and trained pilots and other personnel have been paramount to 
national defense, having deployed around the globe to hot spots almost non-stop from 
Persian Gulf War I to the present conflicts. Yes, they could have deployed from 



anywhere, yet I contend that the superior training received at Cannon is what makes 
Cannon's assets a supreme wafighting instrument for our nation. 
Cannon's facilities are modem and first-rateyou saw this yourself when you 
visited. 
The proximity to Melrose Bomb Range and its usage rate is something that DoD is 
overlooking, for whatever reason. I contend that Cannon and Melrose Range are an 
integral team in National Defense. We can't have one without the other, without 
weakening our training programs. 
Joint Training Opportunities: Cannon has long participated in, and even hosted, 
''ROVING SANDS" every year that I can remember. If that is not the finest example 
of the joint training capabilities available here, then I'm at a loss as to what DoD is 
looking for. As long as I can remember, Cannon has had numerous "Exchange" 
officers with the Navy and Marine Corps as well as "Exchange" pilots from our 
Allies. 
We love the sound of jet aircraft h e r e i t  is the sound of freedom, and we like being 
part of that. This is an intensely patriotic community who loves its base and 
embraces the military members, single and families, who get stationed here. It is that 
sense of community that made this an easy decision to make Portales our home. 

POTENTIAL b'RECEIVER" ROLES FOR CANNON AFB: 
Cannon is an ideal choice for Air Force ROTC Field Training (summer camp). I was 
involved with Field Training at Ellsworth AFB and at Tyndall AFB. I know that the 
Air Force is actively looking for a replacement for Field Training at Tyndall due to 
the poor condition and inadequate facilities there (and potentially a replacement for 
Ellsworth, if it remains on the closure list). I contend that Cannon is an ideal location 
to host Air Force ROTC Field Training each summer. The climate is ideal for 
training due to the lack of humidity-mornings and evenings are cool providing an 
ideal setting for physical training activities. The following facilities already exist: 
base theater (for mass briefings), dining facility, open fields (for parades and sporting 
activities). Older dormitories exist which could be turned over to ROTC as newer 
dormitories are built for the active duty airman. The only needed addition to the base 
is an obstacle course (though one may already exist for the Security Forces) and a 
"Project X' Leadership Reaction Coursethis  could be built inexpensively. The 
cadets could all be flown into a regional "hub such as Albuquerque or Denver, then 
flown by charter aircraft directly into Cannon. I must emphasiie that the best of all 
these features is the favorable weather climateideal for training of this variety. 
Cannon can accommodate another aircraft wing-whether that is the A-10, F-22, or 
F-35, the infrastructure exists to allow the base to expand to meet this military need. 
This makes military sense for these reasons: 

o All the reasons listed above for climate, available airspace, and maximum 
training opportunities 

o ClovisPortales has a much lower cost of living than most other areas. The 
military will save countless dollars on BAH by increasing the military 
presence at Cannon. Housing is readily available and I can assure you that 
more houses and apartments will be built if a decision is made to make 
Cannon a receiver base. 



Cannon can host a training wing for any air force of our Allies. Hosting the 
Singaporeans was a huge success and everyone is sorry to see them leave. Bring in 
any other Allied air force to take advantage of Cannon's superior training s p a c e t h e  
ClovidPortales communities will welcome the Allies with open arms. 

My final thought to leave you with is that I strongly disagree with any comments about Cannon's 
"isolation". Cannon is not a hardship tour for anyone. An assignment to Cannon is an 
opportunity for airmen and their families to be part of a wholesome, hard-working farming, 
ranching, and dairy community. Please do not be influenced by "whining" young airmen or 
spouses that there is "nothing to do" here. There is plenty of shopping and dining as well as 
wholesome recreation right here in Clovis and Portales without having to make the 2-hour drive 
to Lubbock. 

I implore you to reject the flawed recommendations of the Department of Defense. I can only 
trust that you have done your own research and will independently make your decision in the 
interest of national defense. Thank you for your dedicated service on the BRAC Commission. 

Sincerely. 

Jeremy L. Martin 
- Former USAF officer stationed at Cannon 
- School Teacher, Clovis Municipal Schools 
- Resident of Portales 



Jeremy L. Martin 
225 Floyd Golden Cir 
Portales NM 88 130 

July 30, 2005 

BRAC Commission 

AUG 0 1 2U05 
Rece~ved  

The Honorable James V. Hansen 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington VA 22202 

Dear Honorable Hansen, 

Undoubtedly, you have received countless letters from residents of the Clovis and 
Portales communities in our efforts to "Keep Cannon". I ask that you please read one more: 

I was stationed at Cannon as a military personnel officer from 1992 - 1995. We found 
the Clovis/Portales area so welcoming that we chose to purchase a house in Portales-the lower 
cost of living in this area made that a wise move. Subsequently, we left Portales for other 
military assignments; however, we kept our house because we intended to return here someday. 
1 have just completed an assignment in Dayton, Ohio as an Air Force ROTC instructor and we 
have completed our move back to our home in Portales. My wife and I have been employed as 
schoolteachers for Clovis Municipal Schools and we are excited about serving the children of 
this military community. It should be noted that numerous military personnel have chosen to 
make Clovis or Portales their permanent homes. 

MILITARY VALUE OF CANNON AFB 
I will give you my viewpoint on the military value of keeping Cannon AFB. 

When I served here fiom 92-95, Cannon was in the process of expanding to 
accommodate a total of over 5000 military members due to the consolidation of all F- 
1 11s to Cannon. Cannon and the local communities made this happen and welcomed 
the new families. 
Upon the retirement of the F-1 1 1 s, Cannon quickly and easily converted to an F- 16 
base and has also hosted the Singaporean Air Force. The Clovis and Portales 
communities have welcomed the Singaporeans with open arms. 
There are absolutely no encroachment issues at Cannon. The city of Clovis is 
growing to the north. The area between the base and Clovis is simply not a growth 
area. Pilots at Cannon have superior access to the skies. Our weather is superb- 
rarely is there a day when the pilots can't fly. Why close Cannon and send the jets 
and pilots to a base where their ability to fly and train will be much more limited than 
at Cannon? In the interest of national defense-keeping our pilots trained and 
ready-Cannon should be retained. 

W Cannon's aircraft and trained pilots and other personnel have been paramount to 
national defense, having deployed around the globe to hot spots almost non-stop fiom 
Persian Gulf War I to the present conflicts. Yes, they could have deployed from 



POTENT 

anywhere, yet I contend that the superior training received at Cannon is what makes 
Cannon's assets a supreme warfighting instrument for our nation. 
Cannon's facilities are modem and first-rate-you saw this yourself when you 
visited. 
The proximity to Melrose Bomb Range and its usage rate is something that DoD is 
overlooking, for whatever reason. I contend that Cannon and Melrose Range are an 
integral team in National Defense. We can't have one without the other, without 
weakening our training programs. 
Joint Training Opportunities: Cannon has long participated in, and even hosted, 
"ROVING SANDS" every year that I can remember. If that is not the finest example 
of the joint training capabilities available here, then I'm at a loss as to what DoD is 
looking for. As long as I can remember, Cannon has had numerous "Exchange" 
officers with the Navy and Marine Corps as well as "Exchange" pilots from our 
Allies. 
We love the sound ofjet aircraft here-it is the sound of fkeedom, and we like being 
part of that. This is an intensely patriotic community who loves its base and 
embraces the military members, single and families, who get stationed here. It is that 
sense of community that made this an easy decision to make Portales our home. 

'IAL "RECEIVER" ROLES FOR CANNON AFB: 
Cannon is an ideal choice for Air Force ROTC Field Training (summer camp). I was 
involved with Field Training at Ellsworth AFB and at Tyndall AFB. I know that the 
Air Force is actively looking for a replacement for Field Training at Tyndall due to 
the poor condition and inadequate facilities there (and potentially a replacement for 
Ellsworth, if it remains on the closure list). I contend that Cannon is an ideal location 
to host Air Force ROTC Field Training each summer. The climate is ideal for 
training due to the lack of humidity-mornings and evenings are cool providing an 
ideal setting for physical training activities. The following facilities already exist: 
base theater (for mass briefings), dining facility, open fields (for parades and sporting 
activities). Older dormitories exist which could be turned over to ROTC as newer 
dormitories are built for the active duty airman. The only needed addition to the base 
is an obstacle course (though one may already exist for the Security Forces) and a 
"Project X' Leadership Reaction Course-this could be built inexpensively. The 
cadets could all be flown into a regional "hub such as Albuquerque or Denver, then 
flown by charter aircraft directly into Cannon. I must emphasize that the best of all 
these features is the favorable weather climate-ideal for training of this variety. 
Cannon can accommodate another aircraft wing-whether that is the A-10, F-22, or 
F-35, the infrastructure exists to allow the base to expand to meet this military need. 
This makes military sense for these reasons: 

o All the reasons listed above for climate, available airspace, and maximum 
training opportunities 

o Clovis/Portales has a much lower cost of living than most other areas. The 
military will save countless dollars on BAH by increasing the military 
presence at Cannon. Housiig is readily available and I can assure you that 
more houses and apartments will be built if a decision is made to make 
Cannon a receiver base. 



1 Cannon can host a training wing for any air force of our Allies. Hosting the 
Singaporeans was a huge success and everyone is sorry to see them leave. Bring in 
any 'other Allied air force to take advantage of Cannon's superior training space-the 
Clovis/Portales communities will welcome the Allies with open arms. 

My final thought to leave you with is that I strongly disagree with any comments about Cannon's 
"isolation". Cannon is not a hardship tour for anyone. An assignment to Cannon is an 
opportunity for airmen and their families to be part of a wholesome, hard-working farming, 
ranching, and dairy community. Please do not be influenced by "whining" young airmen or 
spouses that there is "nothing to do" here. There is plenty of shopping and dining as well as 
wholesome recreation right here in Clovis and Portales without having to make the 2-hour drive 
to Lubbock. 

I implore you to reject the flawed recommendations of the Department of Defense. I can only 
trust that you have done your own research and will independently make your decision in the 
interest of national defense. Thank you for your dedicated service on the BRAC Commission. 

Sincerely, 

Jeremy L. Martin 
- Former USAF officer stationed at Cannon 
- School Teacher, Clovis Municipal Schools 
- Resident of Portales 


