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DR. WILLIAM J. SMITH

6/ 17/2005

BRAC Commission
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600
Arlington, VA 22202

To Whom It May Concern:

L B ”'4.. \'v

This is a letter in regard to thc potentlal closmg of Cannon Air Force Base. In our
Portales and Clovis offices, we see many patients from Cannon. If this closure goes
through it will affect our office tremendously 1 feel that Cannon is vital to Portales and
the surrounding areas.’ Economrcally they provide jobs for more than approximately
3,000 families. Some of the reasons that Cannon should not been on the list are that
Clovis, Portales, Eastem New Mexrco, West Texas are the home to a large retiree
population, These people rely on Cannon Air Force Base for grocery shopping,
healthcare, and with the Introduction of Chiropractic Care bcmg mandated in all armed
forces by year end ‘this would have a hug ge effect on my office since there is not another
installation close by to serve our retired military. The relationship between Cannon Air
Force Base and'the! surroundmg towns is unlike any other installation in the country. In
light of the potentrally severe consequences, we believe it is critical that the
commissioners hear, firsthand, the presentation concerning Cannon Air Force Base. The
local leaders in the Clovis community stand. ready to do all we can to'accommodate this
request.

Healibiully You"r'S'67 A

o

1400 South Avenue D, Suite A ¢ Portales, New Mexico 88130 « (505) 356-4440 - (505) 356-4447

124 West 22nd « Clovis, New Mexico 88101 « (505) 763-3333
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Dear Sue Ellen Turner,

Turning the news on and seeing Cannon AFB on the list of recommended

base closures came as a shock. Our wonderful community has supported Cannon
AFB for over fifty years and we weren’t expecting for that to end. It came as a
shock due to the fact that if you followed the criteria released by the Department
of Defense, there would be no way we would be on the closure list. When you
look at some of the other bases that are not on the list of bases recommended for
closure, it makes me wonder why we would close over them. For example Luke
AFB in Arizona has encroachment issues, air space problems and if that base
closed it would not hurt Phoenix anything like the hurt that would be inflicted on
Clovis if Cannon was closed.

I do not see one thing that the Department of Defense is looking for in their
criteria that we do not have. Just to name a few: Clovis has the available land, we
do not have any problems with encroachments, we are near the Melrose bombing
range, we have great flying weather, great air space and supersonic capabilities.
We have the ability for Cannon to continue training with a multitude of aircraft,
not just the F-16.

The criteria the DoD released was supposed to look at the economic impact on the
city. Clovis is a city with only about 32,667 people with no other major city for
about one hundred miles. With the base being the top employer in the area,

pulling out 4,780 jobs from a community our size could devastate us. Why would
you close a base that fits everything that was asked for by the DoD when there are
bases like Luke AFB that do not fit the criteria that the DoD released. Come down
to Clovis and see what a great base Cannon AFB is to the air force and how much
our community supports and relies on it.

‘Sincerely,

S Lo



6/17/2005

Dear Harold W. Gehman, Jr.,

Turning the news on and seeing Cannon AFB on the list of recommended

base closures came as a shock. Our wonderful community has supported Cannon
AFB for over fifty years and we weren’t expecting for that to end. It came as a
shock due to the fact that if you followed the criteria released by the Department
of Defense, there would be no way we would be on the closure list. When you
look at some of the other bases that are not on the list of bases recommended for
closure, it makes me wonder why we would close over them. For example Luke
AFB in Arizona has encroachment issues, air space problems and if that base
closed it would not hurt Phoenix anything like the hurt that would be inflicted on
Clovis if Cannon was closed.

I do not see one thing that the Department of Defense is looking for in their
criteria that we do not have. Just to name a few: Clovis has the available land, we
do not have any problems with encroachments, we are near the Melrose bombing
range, we have great flying weather, great air space and supersonic capabilities.
We have the ability for Cannon to continue training with a multitude of aircraft,
not just the F-16.

The criteria the DoD released was supposed to look at the economic impact on the
city. Clovis is a city with only about 32,667 people with no other major city for
about one hundred miles. With the base being the top employer in the area,

pulling out 4,780 jobs from a community our size could devastate us. Why would
you close a base that fits everything that was asked for by the DoD when there are
bases like Luke AFB that do not fit the criteria that the DoD released. Come down
to Clovis and see what a great base Cannon AFB is to the air force and how much
our community supports and relies on it. ‘

Sincerely,

%(w
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17 June 2005 Bill F. Bullion
5 Fox Hollow
General James T. Hill Edwardsvill L 62025

BRAC Commission ; ,\ nep
2521 South Clark Street - RE Cr Hi
Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear General Hill:

First, it is an honor and a privilege to write to you. I am using this letter to voice my concerns
over the BRAC closure list, specifically Cannon Air Force Base near Clovis, New Mexico. As a
former resident of Clovis, Navy veteran — Viet Nam 68-69, and graduate of Eastern New Mexico
University in Portales I feel that the BRAC is making a critical mistake in this proposed closure
action.

The surrounding area residents, Cities, Counties and State Governments of New Mexico and
Texas are extremely concerned about the economic effects and outfall of the proposed closure. |
share their concerns for the future of the area and I have a strong concern of the loss of Cannon to
our military machine. Cannon and its future should be considered very strategic to our military
and in its long range planning.

If Cannon is closed, our military will lose an extremely well situated facility that cannot be easily
replaced, economically or physically. Cannon has the capability, flexibility and open air space to
serve all branches of our military as a support base and training facility.

Training is critical to the readiness of all military programs. Training promotes efficiencies,
eliminates mistakes, saves money and most important of all — it saves lives. Our fighter pilots
must continue to receive the best training available and a key factor to that is having a world class
training facility. No other military base has immediate access to unencumbered air spaces such as
the Melrose Bombing Range and the New Mexico Training Range that is being implemented,
both immediately adjacent and accessible to Cannon year round. Both ranges are well suited to
support aircraft of any type or service branch; Air Force, Navy, Marines or Army.

Much of the air space and easements around Cannon were purchased and given to the
Government by Clovis in its ongoing support of Cannon Air Force Base.

I urge you and your colleagues to review and re-consider the actions set forth by the BRAC.
Please - Support our Troops - Keep Cannon. [ wish you and your team well on the upcoming
visit to Cannon Air Force Base and the Clovis area.

I would be glad to discuss this issue with you or anyone on the BRAC Commission; I can be
contacted at (618) 692-3819 or at my office (314) 335-4357. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,



OPERATION KEED CANNON 0862120 05

To the distinguished BRAC committee,

We are the communities of Curry and Roosevelt County that have had the
honor of having Cannon Air Force Base a part of our community for more than 50 years.
There are many reasons that Cannon should NOT be on the BRAC list. ,

Some of the things are the abundance of air space, void of any encroachment
issues. The future use of super sonic fly space, the fabulous weather that permits a year
round training ability, In addition, the Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of
the runway at Cannon, which allows pilots to get airborne and immediately begin training
operations over the bombing range, rather than spending all of their fuel just to get to the
_ range, having one pass over, then returning to the base.

_ Cannon has the space and facilities to accommodate joint war fighting, training,
and readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and
the US Navy. Cannon has won countless awards, both on the ACC level, Air Force and
NAF levels, and national and STAT levels.

In the early 90’s, Curry County, i conjunction with the state of New Mexico
purchased air easements around Cannon Air Force Base and GAVE them to the Air
Force. This was done to protect that air space from encroachments and was an important
issue for the Air Force as it is today. The local community purchased land North of
Cannon Air Force Base and GAVE it back to the Air Force for additional housing, now
known as Chavez Manor. Within the last few years, our community purchased land west
of Cannon and GAVE it back to the Air Force for the installation of instrument lighting
on the alternate runway at the base. , '

As hopefully you will personally witness, the relationship between Cannon Air
Force Base and the surrounding towns: Clovis, Portales, Lubbock, Amarillo and many
others is UNLIKE ANY OTHER INSTALLATION IN THE COUNTRY. These towns
are home to large military retiree populations which rely on Cannon Air Force Base for
healthcare, grocery shopping and more. '

- Our community has reached out and supported the base like no other community
over the past 50 years. We’ve done so financially, morally, spiritually and above all,
consistently. We are proud, honored and blessed to have Cannon Air Force Base-and will

stand behind it and everything it stands for every step of the way.

Sincerely,

7109 Moty Lol

QFects Lot L opas’
TS0



C. H. JUSTUS, JR. G.R.L.
BROKER

Telephone (505) 356-85%4
P.O. Box 784
219 W, 2nd St

D RECEy e v e

&une 16, 2005

To the BRAC Commission,

I want to request that you vote to keep Cannon Air Force Base,
Cannon does not fit the criteria provided for base closure.

Once the NM Training Range Initiative is implemented, Cannon will be
able to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during training
missions.

The weather in eastern NM provides year-around training. Also,

Cannon has ample space/ramp space to accommodate surge force
requirements in training and emergency situations. The air space and
weather make Cannon the perfect candidate to support future training
mission for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter, and other military
aircraft,

Our economy relies on Cannon more than any other area in the country.
Cannon closing would have a great negative impact on the economy of
Clovis, Portales, Melrose and West Texas towns.

Thank you for recommending keeping Cannon.

Sincerely, <:1

Sherri Justus
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BRAC commission [JET?) @0

2521 South Clark Street, Suite600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Weoten~

I am an instructor at Clovis Community College and I was raised in the air force my
father is a retired E7 and my wife was a crew chief on F-111’s at Cannon when we met. |
have a definite link to Cannon, if not for Cannon I would not have met my wife and my
adorable 8 year old daughter would not be here. Personally I can’t utilize base facilities
anymore but I know for those who can this will be a great loss such as my father retired
air force E-7 twenty-three years service, my brother retired army major twenty years
service, and my brother — in law disabled Vietnam veteran, even worse than this is going
to be the economic impact on the surrounding communities. Notice I did not say Clovis
this is because Clovis is only a portion of the area that will be hit by the closure 1 happen
to live in Portales which I also feel will be hit very hard by the closure. The closure of
Cannon will have a catastrophic effect on the economy of this area; we have already seen
an effect on such areas as construction, reality and in enrollment at the college where |
work.

Being a military brat all my life I know the job in front of you is a difficult one and that
you have to think about the military value of Cannon primarily and economic impact and
personal feelings about Cannon second. Cannon has many military values to offer one is
NO ECROACHMENT which was one of the base closure standards but bases that are
slated to receive our F-16’s are have major encroachment issues such as Hill AFB or
Luke AFB which many of the local community members don’t even want! Cannon is 10
miles to the west and Clovis is growing to the north away from Cannon which has
already slowed and will stop if Cannon closes. I already know of several construction
sites that were abandoned when the closure list was released.

Cannon has lots of room to grow on the ground as well as in the air of which it
basically has no other airport competing for air space. Our community has done several
things in the past to insure this issue. In the early 1990°s Curry County and the state of
New Mexico purchased air easements around Cannon and gave them to Cannon in order
to protect Cannon from encroachment. On two different occasions our local community
has purchased land and given it to Cannon for needs they had at the time

Leaders in our community have worked with New Mexico Training Range Initiative to
expand the flight capabilities of pilots at Cannon to include super sonic flights at lower
altitudes to accommodate modern tactical combat training requirements.

As an LTA student Pilot I know how important of a factor weather can be for any type
of aircraft and our weather here is perfect for flying year around. We have Melrose
bombing minutes off the end of the runway the Cannon pilots have quick access to
extensive training missions with virtually no travel time involved saving money for the
military.

(over—)



Being an ex-bomber base Cannon has lots of ramp space to accommodate expansion
whether it be new inventory or consolidation of other inventory (Luke or Hill) or even
temporary inventory of aircraft involved in joint training exercises such as Roving Sands.

In closing while so many other communities are having a difficult time getting along
with their neighboring military installations and we have worked so hard to get along
with ours yet we find ours is the one in jeopardy of closing surprises me. I would like to
personally extend a request for you to reconsider the closure of Cannon and decide to
KEEP CANNON open. I feel this would not only benefit our community but more
importantly will benefit the security of our nation because Cannon combined with
Melrose bombing range the New Mexico Training Range Initiative this is a perfect
training area for the type of hostile threats and battles we seem to be faced with in
modern times. We look forward to hosting the entire commission on the 24" of June so
you can see first hand the support Cannon receives from our community

Sincerely

Py

Paul Blair

1918 Diamond way

Portales NM 88130

Home Phone # (505)-356-8053




BRAC commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear nr_ H.» ”

I am an instructor at Clovis Community College and I was raised in the air force my
father is a retired E7 and my wife was a crew chief on F-111’s at Cannon when we met. I
have a definite link to Cannon, if not for Cannon I would not have met my wife and my
adorable 8 year old daughter would not be here. Personally I can’t utilize base facilities
anymore but I know for those who can this will be a great loss such as my father retired
air force E-7 twenty-three years service, my brother retired army major twenty years
service, and my brother — in law disabled Vietnam veteran, even worse than this is going
to be the economic impact on the surrounding communities. Notice I did not say Clovis
this is because Clovis is only a portion of the area that will be hit by the closure I happen
to live in Portales which I also feel will be hit very hard by the closure. The closure of
Cannon will have a catastrophic effect on the economy of this area; we have already seen
an effect on such areas as construction, reality and in enrollment at the college where 1
work.

Being a military brat all my life I know the job in front of you is a difficult one and that
you have to think about the military value of Cannon primarily and economic impact and
personal feelings about Cannon second. Cannon has many military values to offer one is
NO ECROACHMENT which was one of the base closure standards but bases that are
slated to receive our F-16’s are have major encroachment issues such as Hill AFB or
Luke AFB which many of the local community members don’t even want! Cannon is 10
miles to the west and Clovis is growing to the north away from Cannon which has
already slowed and will stop if Cannon closes. I already know of several construction
sites that were abandoned when the closure list was released.

Cannon has lots of room to grow on the ground as well as in the air of which it
basically has no other airport competing for air space. Our community has done several
things in the past to insure this issue. In the early 1990’s Curry County and the state of
New Mexico purchased air easements around Cannon and gave them to Cannon in order
to protect Cannon from encroachment. On two different occasions our local community
has purchased land and given it to Cannon for needs they had at the time

Leaders in our community have worked with New Mexico Training Range Initiative to
expand the flight capabilities of pilots at Cannon to include super sonic flights at lower
altitudes to accommodate modern tactical combat training requirements.

As an LTA student Pilot I know how important of a factor weather can be for any type
of aircraft and our weather here is perfect for flying year around. We have Melrose
bombing minutes off the end of the runway the Cannon pilots have quick access to
extensive training missions with virtually no travel time involved saving money for the

military.

(over—)



Being an ex-bomber base Cannon has lots of ramp space to accommodate expansion
whether it be new inventory or consolidation of other inventory (Luke or Hill) or even
temporary inventory of aircraft involved in joint training exercises such as Roving Sands.

In closing while so many other communities are having a difficult time getting along
with their neighboring military installations and we have worked so hard to get along
with ours yet we find ours is the one in jeopardy of closing surprises me. | would like to
personally extend a request for you to reconsider the closure of Cannon and decide to
KEEP CANNON open. I feel this would not only benefit our community but more
importantly will benefit the security of our nation because Cannon combined with
Melrose bombing range the New Mexico Training Range Initiative this is a perfect
training area for the type of hostile threats and battles we scem to be faced with in
modern times. We look forward to hosting the entire commission on the 24™ of June so
you can see first hand the support Cannon receives from our community

Sincerely

Paul Blair

1918 Diamond way

Portales NM 88130

Home Phone # (505)-356-8053




06212005
commission E@
.?5%{21(1\ (éouth Clark Street, Suite600 ‘j@ ﬂ

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear V1, S k:r\h(\»

[ am an instructor at Clovis Community College and I was raised in the air force my
father is a retired E7 and my wife was a crew chief on F-111’s at Cannon when we met. I
have a definite link to Cannon, if not for Cannon I would not have met my wife and my
adorable 8 year old daughter would not be here. Personally I can’t utilize base facilities
anymore but I know for those who can this will be a great loss such as my father retired
air force E-7 twenty-three years service, my brother retired army major twenty years
service, and my brother — in law disabled Vietnam veteran, even worse than this is going
to be the economic impact on the surrounding communities. Notice I did not say Clovis
this is because Clovis is only a portion of the arca that will be hit by the closure I happen
to live in Portales which I also feel will be hit very hard by the closure. The closure of
Cannon will have a catastrophic effect on the economy of this area; we have already seen
an effect on such areas as construction, reality and in enrollment at the college where I
work.

Being a military brat all my life I know the job in front of you is a difficult one and that
you have to think about the military value of Cannon primarily and economic impact and
personal feelings about Cannon second. Cannon has many military values to offer one is
NO ECROACHMENT which was one of the base closure standards but bases that are
slated to receive our F-16’s are have major encroachment issues such as Hill AFB or
Luke AFB which many of the local community members don’t even want! Cannon is 10
miles to the west and Clovis is growing to the north away from Cannon which has
already slowed and will stop if Cannon closes. I already know of several construction
sites that were abandoned when the closure list was released.

Cannon has lots of room to grow on the ground as well as in the air of which it
basically has no other airport competing for air space. Our community has done several
things in the past to insure this issue. In the early 1990°s Curry County and the state of
New Mexico purchased air easements around Cannon and gave them to Cannon in order
to protect Cannon from encroachment. On two different occasions our local community
has purchased land and given it to Cannon for needs they had at the time

Leaders in our community have worked with New Mexico Training Range Initiative to
expand the flight capabilities of pilots at Cannon to include super sonic flights at lower
altitudes to accommodate modern tactical combat training requirements.

As an LTA student Pilot I know how important of a factor weather can be for any type
of aircraft and our weather here is perfect for flying year around. We have Melrose
bombing minutes off the end of the runway the Cannon pilots have quick access to
extensive training missions with virtually no travel time involved saving money for the

military.

(over—)




Being an ex-bomber base Cannon has lots of ramp space to accommodate expansion
whether it be new inventory or consolidation of other inventory (Luke or Hill) or even
temporary inventory of aircraft involved in joint training exercises such as Roving Sands.

In closing while so many other communities are having a difficult time getting along
with their neighboring military installations and we have worked so hard to get along
with ours yet we find ours is the one in jeopardy of closing surprises me. I would like to
personally extend a request for you to reconsider the closure of Cannon and decide to
KEEP CANNON open. I feel this would not only benefit our community but more
importantly will benefit the security of our nation because Cannon combined with
Melrose bombing range the New Mexico Training Range Initiative this is a perfect
training area for the type of hostile threats and battles we seem to be faced with in
modern times. We look forward to hosting the entire commission on the 24™ of June so
you can see first hand the support Cannon receives from our community

Sincerely

AT

Paul Blair

1918 Diamond way

Portales NM 88130

Home Phone # (505)-356-8053
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2521 South Clark Street, Suite600

Arlington, VA 22202 06 21 2 0 0 5

Dear m . GQ\A e n

I am an instructor at Clovis Community College and I was raised in the air force my
father is a retired E7 and my wife was a crew chief on F-111°s at Cannon when we met. I
have a definite link to Cannon, if not for Cannon I would not have met my wife and my
adorable 8 year old daughter would not be here. Personally I can’t utilize base facilities
anymore but I know for those who can this will be a great loss such as my father retired
air force E-7 twenty-three years service, my brother retired army major twenty years
service, and my brother — in law disabled Vietnam veteran, even worse than this is going
to be the economic impact on the surrounding communities. Notice I did not say Clovis
this is because Clovis is only a portion of the area that will be hit by the closure I happen
to live in Portales which I also feel will be hit very hard by the closure. The closure of
Cannon will have a catastrophic effect on the economy of this area; we have already seen
an effect on such areas as construction, reality and in enrollment at the college where I
work.

Being a military brat all my life I know the job in front of you is a difficult one and that
you have to think about the military value of Cannon primarily and economic impact and
personal feelings about Cannon second. Cannon has many military values to offer one is
NO ECROACHMENT which was one of the base closure standards but bases that are
slated to receive our F-16’s are have major encroachment issues such as Hill AFB or
Luke AFB which many of the local community members don’t even want! Cannon is 10
miles to the west and Clovis is growing to the north away from Cannon which has
already slowed and will stop if Cannon closes. I already know of several construction
sites that were abandoned when the closure list was released.

Cannon has lots of room to grow on the ground as well as in the air of which it
basically has no other airport competing for air space. Our community has done several
things in the past to insure this issue. In the early 1990’s Curry County and the state of
New Mexico purchased air easements around Cannon and gave them to Cannon in order
to protect Cannon from encroachment. On two different occasions our local community
has purchased land and given it to Cannon for needs they had at the time

Leaders in our community have worked with New Mexico Training Range Initiative to
expand the flight capabilities of pilots at Cannon to include super sonic flights at lower
altitudes to accommodate modern tactical combat training requirements.

As an LTA student Pilot I know how important of a factor weather can be for any type
of aircraft and our weather here is perfect for flying year around. We have Melrose
bombing minutes off the end of the runway the Cannon pilots have quick access to
extensive training missions with virtually no travel time involved saving money for the

military.

(over—)



Being an ex-bomber base Cannon has lots of ramp space to accommodate expansion
whether it be new inventory or consolidation of other inventory (Luke or Hill) or even
temporary inventory of aircraft involved in joint training exercises such as Roving Sands.

In closing while so many other communities are having a difficult time getting along
with their neighboring military installations and we have worked so hard to get along
with ours yet we find ours is the one in jeopardy of closing surprises me. I would like to
personally extend a request for you to reconsider the closure of Cannon and decide to
KEEP CANNON open. [ feel this would not only benefit our community but more
importantly will benefit the security of our nation because Cannon combined with
Melrose bombing range the New Mexico Training Range Initiative this is a perfect
training area for the type of hostile threats and battles we seem to be faced with in
modern times. We look forward to hosting the entire commission on the 24™ of June so
you can see first hand the support Cannon receives from our community

Sincerely

S ——

Paul Blair

1918 Diamond way

Portales NM 88130

Home Phone # (505)-356-8053



2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 ﬁi
Arlington, VA. 22202 L
6/23/2005

Dear, Br,‘ﬁqcﬁetf‘ (9)€VI€V‘Q( SyL €. T{"V‘neV‘/

BRAC Commission: BRAC commi“ion

I am a housewife; I live in Portales, NM. I was a Sergeant in the United States Air Force
form 1985 through 1991. I was at RAF Upper-Heyford, England and Cannon Air Force
Base, New Mexico. I met my husband while I was in the Air Force while I was stationed
at Cannon Air Force Base. We now have a beautiful and wonderful daughter, (Beth) age
8 in our lives. I don’t use the base anymore but I understand the importance of it. 1
worked on the flight controls of the F-111C, D, FB, & EF aircraft. It would be a great

- loss to those who can use the Base.

I’ know you have to put a lot of things into consideration, and I know you can not,
so much look at my feelings and the others in the surrounding town. Also the economic
impacts, there are so many things you can conceder, on is the encroachment issues which
is one of BRAC’s standards, we don’t have (NO) ! Encroachment issues at Cannon Air
Force Base, but many of the Air Force Bases that are slated to receive our F-16 have
major encroachment issues such as Hill Air Force Base & Luke Air Force Base, which to
mention the local communities don’t even want the Air Force Bases in their communities.
Cannon Air Force Base is slightly to the west of Clovis, and Clovis is currently growing
to the north away from Cannon Air Force Base, which will cease if Cannon Air Force
Base closes.

I have seen the building contractors cease building and have heard the Banks have
stopped loans on all projects that are not already paid for by individuals. The contractors
went home and the house sites untouched since. Remember that Clovis is growing away
from Cannon Air Force Base, which leaves Cannon Air Force Base lots of room on the

ground, also in the air Cannon Air Force Base has no other Airport to speak of to
competing for air space.

Our community has done several things in the past to ensure this issue in the
1990’s. Curry County and the State of New Mexico purchased air easements around
Cannon Air Force Base for encroachment protection. Leaders in our community have
worked with the New Mexico training range initiative to expand the flight capabilities of
pilots at Cannon Air Force Base to include Super Sonic Flights at a lower altitude to
accommodate modern tactical combat training requirements, while other communities
are doing their best to push the military out. On different occasions our local community
has purchased land and given it to Cannon Air Force Base for needs they had at the time.

I know weather is a big factor with any aircraft. Our weather here is perfect for
flying year round, and with Melrose bombing range minutes away off the end of the
runway, the Cannon pilots have quick access to extensive training with little travel time,
saving lots of fuel and money for the Military.



Being an ex-bomb base Cannon Air Force Base has lots of ramp space to
accommodate expansion whether it to be new inventory or consideration of other
inventory or even temporary inventory of aircraft involved in joint training exercises.

In closing [ would like to mention, I am a native of California, I moved here
because it is not crowded, is peaceful, so no stress. I love having Cannon Air Force Base
hear. While I was stationed at Cannon Air Force Base I was told, the base was in a
strategic possession, and was a crucial spot for deployment!

I would like to personally ask that you consider keeping Cannon Air Force Base
New Mexico open, not only for the benefit of our community, but for the benefit and
security of our Nation. We look forward to hosting the entire commission on June 24",
2005, so you can see first hand the support Cannon Air Force Base receives from our
community.

Sincerely;

Bocky Yo B lav
Becky Jo Blair
1918 Westview Diamond way

Portales, New Mexico. 88130
Home Phone # (505)-356-8053



BRAC Commission:
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA. 22202

Dear, N pnorable Anthony J. Prinepi, Chairman,

[ am a housewife; I live in Portales, NM. [ was a Sergeant in the United States Air Force
form 1985 through 1991. I was at RAF Upper-Heyford, England and Cannon Air Force
Base, New Mexico. [ met my husband while I was in the Air Force while | was stationed
at Cannon Air Force Base. We now have a beautiful and wonderful daughter, (Beth) age
8 in our lives. I don’t use the base anymore but I understand the importance of it. 1
worked on the flight controls of the F-111C, D, FB, & EF aircraft. It would be a great
loss to those who can use the Base.

I know you have to put a lot of things into consideration, and | know you can not,
so much look at my feelings and the others in the surrounding town. Also the economic
impacts, there are so many things you can conceder, on is the encroachment issues which
is one of BRAC’s standards, we don’t have (NO) ! Encroachment issues at Cannon Air
Force Base, but many of the Air Force Bases that are slated to receive our F-16 have
major encroachment issues such as Hill Air Force Base & Luke Air Force Base, which to
mention the local communities don’t even want the Air Force Bases in their communities.
Cannon Air Force Base is slightly to the west of Clovis, and Clovis is currently growing
to the north away from Cannon Air Force Base, which will cease if Cannon Air Force
Base closes.

I have seen the building contractors cease building and have heard the Banks have
stopped loans on all projects that are not already paid for by individuals. The contractors
went home and the house sites untouched since. Remember that Clovis is growing away
from Cannon Air Force Base, which leaves Cannon Air Force Base lots of room on the
ground, also in the air Cannon Air Force Base has no other Airport to speak of to

competing for air space.

Our community has done several things in the past to ensure this issue in the
1990°s. Curry County and the State of New Mexico purchased air easements around
Cannon Air Force Base for encroachment protection. Leaders in our community have
worked with the New Mexico training range initiative to expand the flight capabilities of
pilots at Cannon Air Force Base to include Super Sonic Flights at a lower altitude to
accommodate modern tactical combat training requirements, while other communities
are doing their best to push the military out. On different occasions our local community
has purchased land and given it to Cannon Air Force Base for needs they had at the time.

I know weather is a big factor with any aircraft. Our weather here is perfect for
flying year round, and with Melrose bombing range minutes away off the end of the
runway, the Cannon pilots have quick access to extensive training with little travel time,
saving lots of fuel and money for the Military.



Being an ex-bomb base Cannon Air Force Base has lots of ramp space to
accommodate expansion whether it to be new inventory or consideration of other
inventory or even temporary inventory of aircraft involved in joint training exercises.

In closing I would like to mention, [ am a native of California, I moved here
because it is not crowded, is peaceful, so no stress. I love having Cannon Air Force Base
hear. While I was stationed at Cannon Air Force Base I was told, the base was in a
strategic possession, and was a crucial spot for deployment!

1 would like to personally ask that you consider keeping Cannon Air Force Base
New Mexico open, not only for the benefit of our community, but for the benefit and
security of our Nation. We look forward to hosting the entire commission on June 24™,
2005, so you can see first hand the support Cannon Air Force Base receives from our
community.

Sincerely;

&M@ Jo Blarr
Becky Jo Blair

1918 Westview Diamond way

Portales, New Mexico. 88130
Home Phone # (505)-356-8053




BRAC Commission:
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA. 22202

Dear, Grevieval [|oyd W. "Frg" Newton,

I am a housewife; I live in Portales, NM. I was a Sergeant in the United States Air Force
form 1985 through 1991. I was at RAF Upper-Heyford, England and Cannon Air Force
Base, New Mexico. [ met my husband while I was in the Air Force while I was stationed
at Cannon Air Force Base. We now have a beautiful and wonderful daughter, (Beth) age
8 in our lives. I don’t use the base anymore but I understand the importance of it. 1
worked on the flight controls of the F-111C, D, FB, & EF aircraft. It would be a great
loss to those who can use the Base.

I know you have to put a lot of things into consideration, and I know you can not,
so much look at my feelings and the others in the surrounding town. Also the economic
impacts, there are so many things you can conceder, on is the encroachment issues which
is one of BRAC’s standards, we don’t have (NQ) ! Encroachment issues at Cannon Air
Force Base, but many of the Air Force Bases that are slated to receive our F-16 have
major encroachment issues such as Hill Air Force Base & Luke Air Force Base, which to
mention the local communities don’t even want the Air Force Bases in their communities.
Cannon Air Force Base is slightly to the west of Clovis, and Clovis is currently growing
to the north away from Cannon Air Force Base, which will cease if Cannon Air Force
Base closes.

I have seen the building contractors cease building and have heard the Banks have
stopped loans on all projects that are not already paid for by individuals. The contractors
went home and the house sites untouched since. Remember that Clovis is growing away
from Cannon Air Force Base, which leaves Cannon Air Force Base lots of room on the
ground, also in the air Cannon Air Force Base has no other Airport to speak of to

competing for air space.

Our community has done several things in the past to ensure this issue in the
1990’s. Curry County and the State of New Mexico purchased air easements around
Cannon Air Force Base for encroachment protection. Leaders in our community have
worked with the New Mexico training range initiative to expand the flight capabilities of
pilots at Cannon Air Force Base to include Super Sonic Flights at a lower altitude to
accommodate modern tactical combat training requirements, while other communities
are doing their best to push the military out. On different occasions our local community
has purchased land and given it to Cannon Air Force Base for needs they had at the time.

I know weather is a big factor with any aircraft. Our weather here is perfect for
flying year round, and with Melrose bombing range minutes away off the end of the
runway, the Cannon pilots have quick access to extensive training with little travel time,
saving lots of fuel and money for the Military.



Being an ex-bomb base Cannon Air Force Base has lots of ramp space to
accommodate expansion whether it to be new inventory or consideration of other
inventory or even temporary inventory of aircraft involved in joint training exercises.

In closing I would like to mention, I am a native of California, [ moved here
because it is not crowded, is peaceful, so no stress. Ilove having Cannon Air Force Base
hear. While I was stationed at Cannon Air Force Base I was told, the base was in a
strategic possession, and was a crucial spot for deployment!

I would like to personally ask that you consider keeping Cannon Air Force Base
New Mexico open, not only for the benefit of our community, but for the benefit and
security of our Nation. We look forward to hosting the entire commission on June 24",
2005, so you can see first hand the support Cannon Air Force Base receives from our
community.

Sincerely;
. \
5‘@@ J 0 \g,éﬂl’{
Becky Jo Blair

1918 Westview Diamond way
Portales, New Mexico. 88130
Home Phone # (505)-356-8053
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BRAC commission :

2521 South Clark Street, Suite600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear 'A\(, Fr\‘v\Q‘\;;

I am an instructor at Clovis Community College and I was raised in the air force my
father is a retired E7 and my wife was a crew chief on F-111°s at Cannon when we met. I
have a definite link to Cannon, if not for Cannon I would not have met my wife and my
adorable 8 year old daughter would not be here. Personally I can’t utilize base facilities
anymore but I know for those who can this will be a great loss such as my father retired
air force E-7 twenty-three years service, my brother retired army major twenty years
service, and my brother — in law disabled Vietnam veteran, even worse than this is going
to be the economic impact on the surrounding communities. Notice I did not say Clovis
this is because Clovis is only a portion of the area that will be hit by the closure I happen
to live in Portales which I also feel will be hit very hard by the closure. The closure of
Cannon will have a catastrophic effect on the economy of this area; we have already seen
an effect on such areas as construction, reality and in enrollment at the college where I
work.

Being a military brat all my life I know the job in front of you is a difficult one and that
you have to think about the military value of Cannon primarily and economic impact and
personal feelings about Cannon second. Cannon has many military values to offer one is
NO ECROACHMENT which was one of the base closure standards but bases that are
slated to receive our F-16’s are have major encroachment issues such as Hill AFB or
Luke AFB which many of the local community members don’t even want! Cannon is 10
miles to the west and Clovis is growing to the north away from Cannon which has
already slowed and will stop if Cannon closes. I already know of several construction
. sites that were abandoned when the closure list was released.

" Cannon has lots of room to grow on the ground as well as in the air of which it
basically has no other airport competing for air space. Our community has done several
~ things in the past to insure this issue. In the early 1990’s Curry County and the state of
New Mexico purchased air easements around Cannon and gave them to Cannon in order
to protect Cannon from encroachment. On two different occasions our local community
has purchased land and given it to Cannon for needs they had at the time

Leaders in our community have worked with New Mexico Training Range Initiative to
expand the flight capabilities of pilots at Cannon to include super sonic flights at lower
altitudes to accommodate modern tactical combat training requirements.

As an LTA student Pilot I know how important of a factor weather can be for any type
of aircraft and our weather here is perfect for flying year around. We have Melrose
bombing minutes off the end of the runway the Cannon pilots have quick access to
extensive training missions with virtually no travel time involved saving money for the
military.

(over—)



Being an ex-bomber base Cannon has lots of ramp space to accommodate expansion
whether it be new inventory or consolidation of other inventory (Luke or Hill) or even
temporary inventory of aircraft involved in joint training exercises such as Roving Sands.

In closing while so many other communities are having a difficult time getting along
with their neighboring military installations and we have worked so hard to get along
with ours yet we find ours is the one in jeopardy of closing surprises me. I would like to
personally extend a request for you to reconsider the closure of Cannon and decide to
KEEP CANNON open. I feel this would not only benefit our community but more
importantly will benefit the security of our nation because Cannon combined with
Melrose bombing range the New Mexico Training Range Initiative this is a perfect
training area for the type of hostile threats and battles we seem to be faced with in
modern times. We look forward to hosting the entire commission on the 24" of June so
you can see first hand the support Cannon receives from our community

Sincerely

s s

Paul Blair

1918 Diamond way

Portales NM 88130

Home Phone # (505)-356-8053




