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Dear Chairman Principi:

The Marquette County Board of Commissioners requests removal of the Naval Reserve Facility Marquette from the
base closure list. The facility is actually located in Gwinn, Michigan, on the former K.|. Sawyer Air Force Base. The
facility provides important recruitment and training services in the Upper Peninsula.

Marquette County is intimately familiar with the base closure process. K.|. Sawyer Air Force Base was once the
youngest and one of the best bomber bases in the Strategic Air Command. Despite an impressive military record
and performance, the air base was included in BRAC 95. Our community has spent the past ten years recovering
from the economic and population loss caused by the base closure. We believe Marquette County has contributed
its share to reducing the expenses of the United States Department of Defense.

The Base Realignment and Closure Commission have a difficult task. We applaud your efforts to ensure our nation's
tax dollars are spent where most needed by the military services. As you undertake BRAC 2005, please consider the
cost effectiveness of the Naval Reserve Facility Marquette and the closure of K.|. Sawyer Air Force Base.
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Gerald O. Corkin, Chairman
Marquette County Board of Commissioners
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