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June 14, 2005

Anthony Principi,Chairman
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Naval ReserveFacilityMarquette(Michigan)
O$~J200S

DearChairmanPrincipi:

The MarquetteCountyBoardof Commissionersrequestsremovalof theNavalReserveFacilityMarquettefromthe
baseclosurelist Thefacilityis actuallylocatedin Gwinn,Michigan,on theformerK.I.SawyerAir ForceBase. The
facilityprovidesimportantrecruitmentandtrainingservicesin theUpperPeninsula.

MarquetteCountyis intimatelyfamiliarwiththebaseclosureprocess.K.I.SawyerAir ForceBasewasoncethe
youngestandoneof the bestbomberbasesin theStrategicAirCommand.Despitean impressivemilitaryrecord
and performance,theair basewasincludedin BRAC95. Ourcommunityhasspentthepasttenyearsrecovering
fromtheeconomicandpopulationlosscausedby thebaseclosure. WebelieveMarquetteCountyhascontributed
its shareto reducingthe expensesof the UnitedStatesDepartmentof Defense.

The Base RealignmentandClosureCommissionhavea difficulttask. Weapplaudyoureffortsto ensureournation's
taxdollarsarespentwheremostneededbythemilitaryservices.AsyouundertakeBRAC2005,pleaseconsiderthe
costeffectivenessof the NavalReserveFacilityMarquetteandtheclosureofK.I.SawyerAirForceBase.

Gerald O.Corkin,Chairman
MarquetteCountyBoardof Commissioners

cc: GovernorGranholm
SenatorLevin
SenatorStabenow
CongressmanStupak

- - -

DCN: 2612


