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ot Fort Brum

“Fort Drum is the major maneuver installation in the Northeost.
Mt is an essential installation that significantly enhances our
security as its soldiers serve our nation around the world.”

—-General Henry H. Shelion, US, Army {Ret)
Former Chairmon, foint Chiels of Staff

Fort Drum is a unique ossel, nol just hatouse
of its design, but bacause of its location. The
instollation is positioned 30 mifes from the
Canadian border, 500 miles from o quarter
of the Nosth American population, and it sits
adjacent 1o o sporsely populoted mountain
wilderness.

The mountains provide a buffer zone and

u perfect training ground for low-level flights
that intersect a 35,000-acra scorable impact
arsa. Fort Drum’s complete airspace control,
with 100-foot floors and 60,000-foot ceilings,
allaws pilots to make bombing runs just like
they weuld in a combat sitvation. When you
add in the 10,000-foot runway, you have

a complete pockage that is unmatched,

Pilots also train with ground troops at Fort
Drum. Ground units cell in dlose air support,
and the Air Force and Air National Guord
provide that support just minutes from their

home base. The expansive ranges also offer
training for everything from fast aHack
vehicles to Abrams tanks.

Fort Drum’s benefit 1o the nafion goes
beyond tomplete airspace control and large
maneuver areas. It is accessible to thousands
of Reserve and Nafional Guord forces in the
nartheast. it is an easy drive end an
irreplaceable resourca for those troops.

Fort Drum is an ideal training ground in an
ideal lotation supporting the mobilizotion
and training of almost 80,000 troops
annuglly. It is an instollation s unique
that Lievtenant General Paul G. Cerjon,
U.S. Army {Ret), former Assistant Division
Commander, 10th Mountain Division {Light
Infantry) said, °| con't see how anyone con
consider not having a Fort Drum in the
future of the Uniled Statas military.*

Fort Drum, the Northeast's all-service

training complex, would be an impossible
assel to reconstitute.
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“We have come to Fort Drum to deploy scldiers more than any
other militasy post in the United States Army, and that should
speak for itself... This.is the most modern facility in the U.S. Army.

Nothing comes close to it.”

— Generaf John M. Keona, U.S. Army [Ret)
Farmer Vica-Chief of Staff of the Army

There is a reason the 10th Mountain Division
is the most deployed division in the Army.
They're good at what they do, ond they can
get there fast.

In the aftermath of 9/11 and within 48 hours
of the order to “GO.” Fort Drum soldiers were
on the ground in Afghonistan. That ability to
respand and adapl to emerging threats has
been ¢ part of Fort Drum since its opening.

The commitment has continued with the
Global War on Terrar. After receiving orders,
a Blackhowk batalion mobilized within four
hours and secured sensitive nudear and
themical research facilities. Since then,

the 10th Mouniain Division has deployed to
Afghanistan twice, nearly 12,000 Reservists
and Notienal Guardsmen have mabilized
and deployed at Fort Drum, end the Maw
York National Guord's 42nd Division is

stheduled fo mobilize and deploy from
Drum to lroq in lale 2004,

Mobilization at Fort Drum is swift and
efficiant. Most troops deploy through the
Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield. It hos state-of-
the-art marshalling facilities with @ ramp that
con stage six C-5s of o time. Its 10,000-foot
runwoy ¢en service and deploy fully-loaded
7475 along with C-5 Golaxies.

Whila the troops leave by air, their
equipment ships by rail and sea. The Fort
Drum railhead is o state-of-the-ort Faxility
that con stage, load und deploy vehicles and
equipment rapidly. The expertiy trained
civilian werkfarce routinely loads rail cars
24 hours a day, in any weother, alt yeor.

As statad by Generol William F Kernan,

U.5. Army [Ret}, Former Commonder-in-Chief
— Joint Forces Command and Supreme
Allied Commander (Atlantic), “It is o truly
magic design.”



"Combine the accessibility, the maneuver space, the live fire

Joint

copability, and the ability to teum with the 10th Mountain Division
at Fort Drum.._that translates into more combat ready forces and o
far better chance that more of our peaple are going to come home."

— Maijor General Jack Fenimore, Air Notional Guard (Ret)
Former New York Stale Adjutant Genaral

Every braach of the militory and almost
every low enforcement ogency in the
northaost train at Fort Drum. These forces
guin voluable knowledge working in harsh
tonditions and unparalleled experience
working jointly.

In addition to training with other military
branches, Reserve troops gain vital
experience by training with the 101h
Mountain Divisien at Fort Drum. It is what
makes them excel when they hit the ground
in a combat zons. Forces training with

the 10th learn how to call in close air support
on Fort Drum’s moneuver ranges. They learn
what it’s like to train with Abrams tanks, and
o number of other forces that incdude Special
Operations, Marines, Air Foree and the Navy.

The udvanced ronges at Fort Drum offer a
joint troining environment that simulates

deployment conditions. The new Battle
Command Training Center allows
commanders from various forces to work
together in a simulared combat environment.
The Center is just the latest in a long list of
additions to the installotion.

The superior facilities and continuing
upgrades allow Fort Drum ta stage Joint War
Games for the Army, Navy, Air Force and
Marines, Fart Drum is o state-of-the-art
installation that provides the best in jeint
training facilities to oIl U.S. forcas,

loint Force Training

The units training at Fort Drum include the
Army's 10th Mountoin Division, Navy, Air
Force, Marines, National Guard, Reserves,
Coost Guord, FBI, INS, CIA, Police, NATO,
Canadians, British and many others.
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“The soldiers at Fort Drum are the toughest in our Army. .,
They can handle the most axtreme and chullenging conditions
you can throw at them."

-— Ligutenant Genaral Lawson W. Magruder I, U1.S. Army {Ret)

former Commending General, 16th Mountain Bivision and Fort Drum
Deputy Commanding General/Chiel of Staff of 1.5 Army Farces Command

In the summer, tsmperatures at Fort Drum measured in days, not heurs. The 10th
reach into the 90s, and in winter, they fail did not suffer one cold-weather casualty.
well below zero. Truining in these diverse, Hydration, mouniain buddies, and energy
and sometimes odverse, weather conditions tonservation all learned of Fort Drum
makes warlighters effective. Conquering contributed to the successful completion of
rivers, forested marshlands, barren diffs, the mission.

urhan terrgin and sandy plains on the
Lessons that save lives on the bottlefield are

taught and learmed in all conditions, on ail

training ground gives unils the confidence

to excel in the same unforgiving terrain

on the battlefield. The divarsity of weather ferrain, in all seasons at Fort Drum. Through

and terrain at Fort Drum is exactly whot the heat of summer, the cold of winter, and

prepares 10th Mountain Division soldiers the rain of spring, training is not easy. It is
often hard. And, it is also what prepares
Fort Drum troops to fight and win in any
The northern mountains of Afghanistan environment, Any ploca. Any time.

were tough and the weather challenging as

for what they fuce araund the globe.

“The snow in upstate New York looks similor
ta the sand in irag.”

Operation Anaconda ensved. Temperatures
dropped to 15 dagrees os troops from the
10th Mountain Division battled ol Qoedo ~~ Filat training af Fort Drum
and the Tatiban. Time in the mountains,

exposed ta gunfire and the elements, was
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“I have seen the ovtpouring of love and support from

[the sutrounding Fort Drum community]. And | have to tell you,
as someone that has worn the uniform, that is o combat multiplier

that cannot be ignoved.”

— General William F. Kernan, U.S. Army {Ret}.
Former Commander-in-Chisf — Joins Forces Command
Supreme Allied Commonder {Atlantic)

Thare is a reason commanders not only
remember, but praise, the support offered
to Fort Drum soldiers. The community thot
surrounds the post is more than just
suppoitive. It is @ part of Fort Drum. In
return, Fort Drum is port of the community,
Itis o relationship that is one of the great
force multipliers.

Mony things ontribuie to the exceprional
relationship of soldiers and omimunity,

The surrounding towns offer oward-winning
school systems, and they welcome all stedarits
with enthusiasm. Alse, the wommunity
embrates the troops when they are home
and supports tha families when their

spouses are deployed.

Fort Drum is the birthplace of “Adopt-A-
Platoan,” o program that is recognized
nationally, ond mentioned often by soldiers
when talk tuins to deplfoyment, The safe

13

environmenl, friendly reighborhoods, access
to higher edycation, community hospitals,
health care and other services contribute 1o
the sense of wall-being. It is why many
families choose to ramain in the area when
thair spouses ore deployed, and that speaks
for itself.

Adding to the communily involvement is

the unmatched opportunity 1o ploy in the
ovtdoors. Fort Drum is located in the
northarn New York regian bounded by the
51. Lawrenca Seaway, Lake Ontario and the
Adirondack Mauntains. i is a place whare o
family can golf one day and hike 1o the top of
a mountain the next. There are opportunities
to raft, fish, hunt, or just relax in an
Adirondack chair. It is a place where one in
three soldiers choose to stoy after serving.

As Kirstin Rich, wife of Caplain Justin Rich,
US. Army put it, “I’s like waking up in
God's country.”
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“I don’t think unyona can deny that Fort Drum is collectively
the best post in the military...not just in the Army, but in the

United Stotes military.”

— Lieutenant Genaral Pout G. Cerjon, U.S. Army (Ret)
Former Assistent Division Commander, 10th Mountain Divisian {Light Iafontry)
Former President, National Defense University

Fort Drum is the only military inslul!ution in
the United States custom built from tha
ground up. It was huilt in concentric circles

sa command flows out from the brigade
headquarters to the baitalions fo the treop
billets and beyond to the training areas, the
raithead and Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield.
The design not only contributes to efficiendies
in cost, but the close. proximities also enhence
training and speed mobilization.

When designing the installation, planners
didn’t stop with the commanders’
requirements. They spoke with soldiers,
non-commissioned officers, and spouses
and incorporaled their needs. The resull is
a maneuver instellation in which everything

is positioned exactly where it should be, with
room for future expansion. There is already
capped-ond-rendy reom for an enfire third
brigade, the airfield has numerous acres of
development space and the entire installation
is unencroachad.

{¥ is no secret that building Fort Drum was
the largest military construction expenditure
since WWII_ it is what helped make the
instollation one of the best pasts in the
country, It is why “master plonned” means
more than just hoving all the facilities an
installation needs. it means having oll the
facilities an installation needs in exadly the
right place,

Fort Drum is planned, proven and
strategically positioned for the future.
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