2 Brian Drive
Brunswick, ME 04011

May 19, 2005
DCN: 1108

Anthony J. Principi
BRAC Commission
Polk Building
Suites 600 and 625 E@EHWE .
2521 South Clark St. &LV ‘ D%
Arlington, VA 22202 /

Dear Comissioner Principi:

As a citizen of Brunswick, ME and, more importantly, of the United States, I am writing
you to express my concerns about the plan to downsize and realign the Naval Air Station
Brunswick as part of the current BRAC proposals announced by Secretary Rumsfeld last Friday.
This base is now the only active-duty military base left in the Northeast, and it is absolutely
essential to our national security and to the safety of the more than 48 million people in this area.
Apparently, someone recognizes the strategic importance of the NASB, because the proposal
keeps the base “open,” yet it downsizes its staffing drastically and sends all of its patrol squadrons
to Jacksonville. The plan to withdraw all the planes from the only naval air station that can
currently handle P-3 Orions and that is near all major North Atlantic air and sea lanes is a
potentially catastrophic error in our post-9/11 world.

Despite political perceptions in our own country, the Northeast is widely regarded
internationally as a primary center of financial and economic power in the U.S,, so it is clearly a
tempting target for another terrorist attack, which government officials from the President on
down have predicted will come and will be even worse than the attacks of 9/11/2001. If such an
attack comes after the NASB has been “realigned,” what are we in the Northeast to do? It would
be futile to call Jacksonville and say, “Send back our planes right away. We’re under attack right
now”! The plan to realign the NASB will leave the Northeast naked of protection and vulnerable
to terrorist attack, and if (God forbid!) such an attack comes and untold thousands of people are
killed, a BRAC commission that passes this recommendation on for approval by the President and
Congress will bear a heavy share of the blame. Surely, neither you nor your fellow commissioners
want to have this guilt on your consciences.

A fully staffed NASB is absolutely essential to homeland security and to the safety of the
Northeast. Please restore the NASB to its full complement of military and civilian staffing and
keep the patrol squadrons and their planes in Brunswick.

Sincerely,

Nancy A. Lauckner



