
June 9, 2005 

Dear donorubL James d Bilbray: - 

1 am a retiredteacher, hing in T O ~ ~ I I L S .  

gn 1953 my - famiiy, in ayioneer pilit, mmtedfim Kansas 

t o  clmfis, ~4%. MY Dadwas a musician andteacher. d e  and 

my mother drearnedofhaving their own milsic store. with his 

teacher retirement, the saL o f a  - cLanityj s h y  undayartment 

house, they were abh t o  buy a smallmusic business. 

Cannon air Force Base wus - just comit~g into oyeration. 

Starting t h e f i t  two - y e a r  in the music store was d;.ficult. 

But my dadtook on the church choir andjdayedsome - music 

"pig"). MY mother, dad; andmy two year oldbrother undg fived 

above the music store. 

9 s  the air base became nlore active so Adthe music business 

andas a 12 yeur o16g rememberyilots t h a t  sand in d ads 
church choir andwere invitedmerfir hofidiy - meals. 

g j e l t h e  air base and>ersonne lcontr ibu ted~s ign~ca~~t~  - to 

t h e  success $our smull6usiness mler the ne-tt 28 years andcan't 

irnapine ~lmlis without Cannon air Force gase. &he closinp 4 
c a m  willyut smull businesses at the fiighrst r i s k f i  faifin. or 

Laving. 

g ,  also, grew uy witnessing the chsure Ifwalker air Force 

Base in '~oswelc dk. g t  was dnastatiryj andtook 30 years to  

recover with i8,ooo houses sitting vacant. ~ ~ i r e C y  the  inlpact o f  
- 
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losing Cannon air Force %axe woulX6e fe l t  allover ~JM and 

west ?exas in the economy andin - personulrcbtionsh$s. 

 tease carefull - reconsider your decisions undkeeep cannon 

air Force %use yen. 
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