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CDR. Joanne T. McMahon, USN (ret)
20 Wildwood Drive

Brunswick, Maine 04011

18 May 2005

BRAC Commission
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Suites 600 and 625
2521 South Clark St.
Arlington, VA 22202
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Dear Mr. Principi;

On the evening of September 11, 2001 I was standing outside of the Branch Medical Clinic, onboard Naval Air
Station, Brunswick Maine. As the Clinic’s Command Duty Officer I was not able to leave the base that evening.
The air outside was so still and the eerie quiet of the airfield was deafening. A few days later at 0400 I again stood
outside the clinic and could hear in the distance an engine “turning” or starting up. The “noise” that filled the air
caused me to take a deep sigh and I remember thinking “OK, things will be OK now, OUR planes are going up in
the air”. (Since 9/11 the military value of the base supersedes anytime since W.W.II) I also CHOSE to live closi
to the flight line area and the sounds of those planes filling our skies give us all a sense of comfort and pride.
(Completely secured perimeter and outstanding force protection layout and capability.)

Now retired we have again CHOSEN to stay in Maine because of the services available for our family, especially
special education for our son. This should be an important point in the minds of the commission as it is in ours and
the loss of the mission of the base will affect our schools, our children and quite possibly our son’s future.

I do hope that the commission will take another look at the numbers and MOST importantly THE LIVES YOUR
DECISION WILL AFFECT. Iknow you are receiving thousands of letters with all the facts and figures, but only
this one comes from my heart. My husband and I proudly served a combined 42 years on active military service an
chose to stay in Maine because of what we have to offer as support for the military and we will continue to do so.
Please contact me with any questions or for further comment. jtmcmahon@suscom-maine.net or at 207-373-1461.

Joanne T. McMahon
Commander, Navy, (retired)



