DCN 5721

{ % Birest . .
1aix Strect BRAC Commission
Arfinston, VAZ2X]

JUL 2 1 2005

g Received
Dear Cositiissioners

titiez to vour BRAC Comnussion reference to the Greator Wilminzton Areport
aware National Guard, My fear 1y the vou will dearde to close an airport that

o~ T T P & 1 % e
y 0 ne ﬂ;;ef?} ue uix\ufi’\—: St ’i"r LtiLdrxV S5 1}}’2;&\.;’{“1:: 161 \.i\b ..,feu.t‘if SGITaN OF

CISCY :md Hennsyivama and this eatire part of the north castern United States,

:.:?i.li‘," m:*’ GUt

Thas X‘i:dégai i:v'v" RITAIA U-:zi: ;ﬂrﬁf;ﬁv

‘:J b wlas i 3
feans Uf’ nwdica} ¢
S 10 OHCr HOMTCASTCI CaSUsily dreas.

OF e iHidare and

i3 a ceftainiy air Bie eveni of a WMD attack oit Pinadeip
SOUTHCRT Pafty OF INew Jersey wind Delinaiva DMeinisuls, Dover Air Poree Dase wil be
qu}w Busy ﬂ%miﬁg &i.s;isiu FUspoise flatciids aid MilHary porsodne: wilit cyuipicit (o
¢ tactient it capabiltly of e Delaware Atr Nativaal Guard sew
1 witt e sorely meeded. These criteal Factens tn favor of not fosing
the (ireater Wihmngmn Atrport and the military airfift capability there should be taken
e considertien and te feelity be Kept opaa.

GHIET JOCHiBns
d st the gretk

P

[ appreciate thoz opportunity 10 el the BRAC commmission of wy concers,

Singereiy vours.

=

Al Oraen
Dolaware



DCN 5722

Karl H. Kromer R Q
240 Timber Knoll Drive «/ q b
Bear, De 19701

BRAC Commission Members
2521 South Clark Street
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear BRAC Commission Members,

As a citizen and an Air National Guardsman, I write this letter to enhance your
understanding of the true impacts of the recommended alignment of the Delaware Air
National Guard. By now, I believe you fully understand that the Air Force has not
considered all the facts in its proposal to realign our wing. Nor has it considered the
future implications of dismantling an organization that has added value to the Air Force
in the past and will continue to add value to the Air Force in the future. I will address the
implications of the negative impact this realignment will have on not only the members
of our immediate community but the state’s ability to protect itself from terrorism and its
ability to conduct homeland defense missions.

The Defense Department is preparing for its next Quadrennial Defense Review. The new
force-planning construct will certainly revolve around three central elements: homeland
defense, the global war on terrorism and conventional major warfare. It is the ability of
the State of Delaware to conduct its homeland defense mission that concerns me the
most. The Delaware Air National Guard is located within a ten mile radius of many
critical pieces of infrastructure that are particularly suited to terrorist attacks. The
Delaware Memorial Bridge is a major link on the eastern seaboard corridor. Should it be
damaged or destroyed due to a terrorist attack it could have a devastating effect on
commerce between states. Several Oil refineries could also be the object of a terrorist
attack, as could the Salem and Hope Creek nuclear power plants. Chlorine plants within
our ten mile radius are also tempting targets for terrorists. The Delaware River is a major
artery for oil tankers and any major spill from an attack would be devastating not only to
our ability to refine oil but to the environment as well.

What is my point. The point is that without the manpower that the Delaware Air
National Guard can provide in preventing terrorist attacks, its personnel would be sorely
needed to mitigate damages from such an attack. Most major response plans for the state
of Delaware include the men and women of the Air National Guard. The ability to
handle mass casualties would be severely limited as would be the ability to preserve order
in times of chaos. The ability to cope with large numbers of casualties is critical to the
state’s response plans and to the protection of the citizens of this state.

Secretary Rumsfeld and his deputies continue to have concerns about how to bolster
homeland defense, a difficult task indeed given the funding constraints and the
continuing challenges in Iraq and around the world. It is always in the minds of our



leadership that the Department of Defense will have to provide a significant share of its
resources to support federal, state and local agencies charged with the awesome
responsibility of protecting the citizens of our nation. To realign this unit, given these
circumstances is without logic. The people of the Delaware Air National have always
stood ready and able to respond to any natural or manmade disaster and we have done so
in the past.

Defense officials are now in the process of reassessing the Department of Defense’s
proper roles and missions in homeland security in the Quadrennial Defense Review. The
result is highly likely that military personnel available for domestic terrorism response
will increase in numbers. It need not be so. The military has enough missions around the
world and cannot afford to provide resources for domestic needs. However, the
Delaware Air National Guard is ready, willing and able to take on that task. But it can’t
do that if you take out the heart and soul of our unit, the traditional airman. It is the
traditional airmen of this unit that provide a ready pool of citizens at low cost and at a
moments notice that will respond to disasters or whatever nature. Realigning five-
hundred personnel of the 166™ Airlift Squadron is critical error in my judgment. The
Delaware Air National Guard is a success story not only in its ability to perform the
critical military mission of airlift, it is a success story in its ability to respond to many
forms of disaster and provide order in the chaos that would result if any of our critical
infrastructure is the target of a terrorist attack.

Members of the Commission, I hope that you see this letter as a statement of fact and not
an emotional appeal. As you are aware, we had one of your analysts here two weeks ago
and I believe we made a good factual case the “military value” of this wing. I only
addressed homeland security issues. If you consider both arguments, I believe you will
find that the Delaware Air National Guard is a valuable resource to the Department of
Defense and the citizens of this state and nation and should not be realigned as currently
envisioned by the Air Force. Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Kar] H. Kromer
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Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I am opposed to the Defense Department’s proposal to move tens of thousands
of workers from the District and Arlington, VA to Fort Meade and Fort Belvoir,
-areas lacking the transportation infrastructure to accommodate those workers.
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Please find a way to improve security for our offices without subjécting

. communities and families to worse traffic, a major disruption of our lives and
careers, and high taxes to build new infrastructure when Arlington & DC are
already well served by transit, carpools, and walking.
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cc: Sen. Warner, Sen. Allen, Rep. Davis, Rep. Moran
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