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The Honorable Anthony J. Principi

Chairman, Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlington, Virginia 22202

Dear Chairman Principi:

The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey is the largest bi-state agency in
the nation. Our agency operates one of the world’s busiest airport networks, among the
most traveled bridges and tunnels on the planet, the largest seaport on the East Coast and
an urban mass transit system. In addition, the Port Authority built and owned the World
Trade Center, the site of devastating terrorist attacks in both 1993 and 2001.

With such a diverse collection of critical assets and direct experience with the
terrorism, the Port Authority maintains the highest possible commitment to security. As
such, our agency shepherds a New York Metro regional program titled the Regional
Information Joint Awareness Network (RIJAN). RIJAN seeks to address an urgent gap
in the Homeland Defense/Homeland Security framework by interconnecting key local,
state, regional and federal operations centers with robust, reliable, redundant and
interoperable communications, as well as a common set of critical incident information
management systems. RIJAN is designed to support decision-making by senior
executives at each level of government and to facilitate multi-agency collaboration in
response to any national crisis. It also can maximize available resources by leveraging,
integrating and supporting related Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and
Department of Defense initiatives.

During the past two years, the RIJAN model has evolved from a vision to an
adopted concept by the New York and New Jersey Regional Steering Committee (RSC)
that oversees the Radiological Pilot Program. The RSC is comprised of representatives
from the State of New Jersey, State of New York, New York City Office of Emergency
Management, Metropolitan Transportation Authority, the Port Authority and DHS.

Critical to RIJAN’s success is the role played by Fort Monmouth as the system
engineer and executive agent for technical execution. The Port Authority relies heavily
on Fort Monmouth, drawing on the unparalleled expertise in engineering large, complex
information sharing systems for the U.S. Army. Overall, Fort Monmouth’s assets and
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capabilities provide an affordable and maintainable architecture that meets the needs of
the region.

Fort Monmouth’s proximity to the Northeast allows for access to and
coordination with specialized engineering professionals, a crucial element in RIJAN’s
maturation. The intended relocation of Fort Monmouth’s personnel to Aberdeen,
Maryland would seriously disrupt RIJAN’s development, placing at risk much of the
progress already achieved.

As you approach a final decision with respect to Base Realignment and Closures,
the Port Authority asks that you consider Fort Monmouth’s essential role in helping to
unlock RIJAN’s enormous potential, which only promises to increase in the next decade.
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