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Samuels K. Skinner

Commissioner, Base Realignment and Closure Commission
Polk Building, Suite 600 & 625

2521 South Clark Street

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Commissioner Skinner,

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142nd Fighter Wing’s F-15 aircraft to
New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life threatening circumstance. It
neglects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion of facts clearly demonstrates why this
decision places the Pacific Northwest and Western Region of the United States at risk.

First, the 142nd Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet fighter.
Their present position is geographically strategic, providing both continuous air defense and air superiority
capabilities from northern California far into Canada. This is part of the 24-hour continuous alert North
American Air Defense (NORAD) system. No other base in the Pacific Northwest covers this range, and
without it we are at risk.

Secondly, intelligence reports consistently reveal Al Qaeda and its franchise terrorist cells are continuing to
probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Most of the major routes for airlines operating
between Asia and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, with many taking off at western
international airports heavily fuel loaded for long flights. Reflecting back to 9/11, and by proactively using
current day intelligence information, it would be nothing short of woeful negligence to not maintain a dedicated
Air Defense Fighter Wing to provide fogistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the
western United States.

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same protection afforded the
Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with known current threats and the
likelihood of multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenario that is more appealing and
potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist. Realistically, the 142nd Fighter Wing's homeland
defense mission is more critical now than previously perceived.

The DoD recommendations degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire nation. This
cannot and should not be ignored. | believe that a maximum effort must be generated to change the DoD

recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the Northwest. | strongly ask for your support and
leadership to help reverse this DoD recommendation.

Thank you for your help and consideration in keeping the Pacific Northwest and the United States safe.

Respectfully your

\bZn Shavﬁ
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James V. Hansen

Commissioner, Base Realignment and Closure Commission
Polk Building, Suite 600 & 625

2521 South Clark Street

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Commissioner Hansen,

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142nd Fighter Wing's F-15 aircraft to
New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life threatening circumstance. It
neglects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion of facts clearly demonstrates why this
decision places the Pacific Northwest and Western Region of the United States at risk.

First, the 142nd Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet fighter.
Their present position is geographically strategic, providing both continuous air defense and air superiority
capabilities from northern California far into Canada. This is part of the 24-hour continuous alert North
American Air Defense (NORAD) system. No other base in the Pacific Northwest covers this range, and
without it we are at risk.

Secondly, intelligence reports consistently reveal Al Qaeda and its franchise terrorist cells are continuing to
probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Most of the major routes for airlines operating
between Asia and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, with many taking off at western
international airports heavily fuel loaded for long flights. Reflecting back to 9/11, and by proactively using
current day intelligence information, it would be nothing short of woeful negligence to not maintain a dedicated
Air Defense Fighter Wing to provide logistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the
western United States.

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same protection afforded the
Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with known current threats and the
likelihood of muitiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenario that is more appealing and
potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist. Realistically, the 142nd Fighter Wing's homeland
defense mission is more critical now than previously perceived.

The DoD recommendations degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire nation. This
cannot and should not be ignored. | believe that a maximum effort must be generated to change the DoD

recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the Northwest. | strongly ask for your support and
leadership to help reverse this DoD recommendation.

Thank you for your help and consideration in keeping the Pacific Northwest and the United States safe.

Respectfuily yours,

W,




July 27, 2005 BEAC Comuiss) g,

AUG 0 1 2005
James T. Hill

Commissioner, Base Realignment and Closure Commission fiveriveq
Paolk Buitding, Suite 800 & 825

2521 South Clark Straet

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Commissioner Hill,

The recent oD recommendation to the BRAC Commission maving the 142nd Fighter Wing's F-15 aircraft to
Mew Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life threatening circumstance. |t
negiects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion of facts clearly demonstrates why this
decision places the Facific Morthwest and Western Region of the United States at risk.

First, the 142nd Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homealand with the F-15 Eagle jet fighter.
Their present position 15 gecgraphically strategic, providing both continuous air defense and air supericrity
capabilities from northern California far into Canada,  This is part of the 24-hour continuous alert Morth
American Air Defense {NORAD) system. No other base in the Pacific Northwest covers this range, and

without it we are at risk.

Secondly, intelligence reports consistently reveal Al Qaeda and its franchise terrarist cells are conlinuing to
probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Most of the major routes for arines operating
hetween Asia and North Amerca traverse the West Coast airspace, with many taking off at westemn
mnternational airporis heavily fuel loaded for long flights. Reflecting back to 9/11, and by proactively using
curient day intelligence informatian, it would be nothing short of woeful neghigence to not maintain a dedicated
Air Defense Fighter Wing to provide legistic and operational support to an glert mission in protection of the
western United States.

Lastly. the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Narthern California deserve the same protechon afforded the
Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with known current threats and the
ikelihood of multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenario that is mare appealing and
potentially a very successfut opportunity for the terrorist.  Realistically, the 142nd Fighter Wing's homeland

defense mission is more critical now than previously perceived.

The Dol recommendations degrade the Homeiand Security of the Northwest and the entire nation,  This
canngt and should not be ignored. | nelieve that a maximum effort must be generated to change the Dol
recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the Northwest [ strongly ask far your suppert and
leadership to help reverse this Dol recommendation,

Thank you for your help and consideration in keeping the Pacific Northwest and the United States safe.

Respectiully yculj/
\JJ Shaver,
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Sue E. Turner

Commissioner, Base Reatignment and Closure Commission
Polk Building, Suite 600 & 625

2521 South Clark Street

Arfington, WA 22202

Dear Commissioner Turmer,

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Cormmission moving the 142nd Fighter Wing's F-15 aircraft to
New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life threatening circumstance. |t
neglects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion of facts clearly demonstrates why this
decision places the Pacific Northwast and Western Region of the United States at risk.

First, the 142nd Fighter Wing in Portland. Oregon, pratects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle j&t fighter.
Their present pasition is gecgraphically strategic, providing both continuous air defense and air supenarity
capabilities from northern California far inte Canada.  Thig is part of the 24-hour continuous alert North
American Air Defense {NORAD) systerm.  No other base in the Pacific Northwest covers this range, and
without it we are at Figh

Secondly, intelligence reports consistently reveal Al Caeda and its franchise terrorigt cells are continuing to
probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Maost of the major routes for airlines operating
between Asia and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, with many taking off at western
international airports heavily fuel loaded for long flights. Reflecting back 1o 9/11, and by proactively using
current day inteligence information, it would be nothing shert of woefu! megligence to not maintain a dedicated
Air Defense Fighter Wing tg provide logistic and aperational support to an alert mission in protection of the

western United States.

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same protection afforded the
Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with kaown current threats and the
Ikethood of multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenario that is more appealing and
potentially a very successful opporunity for the terrarist  Realistically, the 142nd Fighter Wing's homeland
defense mission ig mare critical now than previausly perceivead.

The Dol recommendations degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire nation. This
canngt and should not be ignered. | beligve that 8 maximum effort must be generated to change the Dol

recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the Northwest. | strongly ask for your support and
leadership to help reverse this DaD recommeandation.

Thank you Far your help and consideration in keeping the Pacific Northwest and the United States safe.

Respectiully youri/
%‘:\‘J Shaver
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Harold ¥V, Gehman, Jr.

Comrmissioner, Base Realignment and Closure Commission
Polk Building. Suite 600 & 625

2521 South Clark Strest

Arlngton. vA 22202

Dear Commissioner Gehman,

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142nd Fighter Wing's F-15 aircraft to
New Oreans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life threatening circumstance, |t
neglects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion of facts clearly demonsirates why this
decigion places the Pacific Northwest and Western Region of the United States at rishk.

First, the 142nd Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet fighter.
Their present pesition is geographically strategic, providing both continuous air defense and air superiarity
capabibties from northern Califernia far into Canada  Thig is part of the 24-hour continuous alert North
American Air Defense (MORAD) systerm. Mo other base in the Pacific Morthwest covers this range, and

withoul it we are at nsk.

Secondly, intellgence reports consistently raveal Al Qaeda and its franchise ferrorist cells are continuing to
probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Mast of the major routes for airlines operating
between Asia and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, with rnany taking off at western
international airports heavily fuel loaded for long fights.  Reflecting back to %11, and by proactively using
current day intelligence information, it would be nething shont of woeful negligence to not maintain a dedicated
Air Defense Fighter Wing to provide logistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the
western United States,

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same protection afforded the
Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capabifity, coupled with known current threats and the
likeWhood of multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenario that is more appealing and
potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist.  Realistically, the 142nd Fighter Wing's homeland

defensa mission is more catical now than previously percewed.

The DoD recommendations degrade the Momefand Security of the Morthwest and the entire nation. This
cannct and should not be ignored. ) believe that a maximum effort must be generated to change the DoD
recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the Northwest, | strangly ask for your support and
leadership to help revarse this DoD recommendation.

Thank you for your help and consideration in keeping the Pacific Narthwest and the United States safe.

Respectfully yours,

n Shaver
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James H. Bilpray Recaiveg
Commissioner, Base Realignment and Closure Commissian

Folk Building, Suite 600 & 625

2521 South Clark Street

Arlington, WA 22202

Dear Commissioner Bilbray,

The recent Dol recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142nd Fighter Wing's F-15 aircraft to
New Orieans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creales a potential life threatening circumstance. |t
neglects the rmission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion of facts clearly demonstrates why this
decision places the Pacific Northwest and Western Region of the United States at risk.

First, the 142nd Fighter Wing in Portland, Cregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet fighter.
Their present position is geographically strategic, providing bath continuous air defense and ar superiority
capabilities from northern California far into Canada. This is part of the 24-hour continuous alert North
American Airr Defense (NORAD) systerm Mo other base in the Pacific Northwest covers this range, and
without it we are at risk.

Secondly, intelligence reports consistently reveal Al Qaeda and its franchise terrorist cells are continuing to
probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry, Waost of the mapor routes for airlines operating
betwaen Asia and North America fraverse the West Coast airspace, with many taking off at western
international airports heavily fuel loaded for long flights. Refiecting back to 9/11, and by proactively using
current day intelligence information, if would be nothing short of woeful negligence to not maintain a dedicated
Ar Defense Fighter Wing to provide fogistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the
western Uniied States.

Lastly, the ciizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same pratection afforded the
Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with known current threats and the
Wkelinpod of multiple targets that are wadely dispersed becomes a scenario that is more appealing and
potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist.  Realistically, the 142nd Fighter Wing's homeland

defense mission is more crtical now than previously perceived.

The DabD recommendations degrade the Heomeland Secunty of the Northwest and the entire nation.  This
cannot and should not be ignored. | believe that a maximum effort must be generated to change the DoD
recommendation that trangfers Dedicated Air Defenss from the Morthwest, | strangly ask for your support and
teadership to help reverse this DoD recommendation,

Thank you for your help and consideration tn keepmg the Facific Morthwest and the United States safe.

Jobin Shave
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Philip Coyle

Commissionar, Base Bealignment and Ciosure Commission
Polk Buitding, Suite 800 & 625

2521 South Clark Streat

Arlington, WA 22202

Dear Commissioner Coyle,

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142nd Fighter Wing's F-15 aircraft to
New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life threatening circumstance. It
neglects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion of facts clearly demonstrates why this
decision places the Pacific Northwest and Westermn Region of the United States at risk.

First, the 142nd Fighter Wing in Portland, Qregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet fighter.
Their present position is geographically strategic, providing both continuous air defense and air suparicrity
capabilties from northern California far inte Canada.  This s part of the 24-hour continuous alert North
American Air Defense (NORAD) syslam. No other base in the Pacific Northwest covers this range, and

without it we are at risk.

Secondly, intefligence reports consistently reveal Al Qaeda and its franchise terrarist cells are continuing to
probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Most of the major routes for airines oparating
between Asig and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, with many taking off at western
international awports heavily fuel loaded for long flights. Reflecting back to %11, and by proactively using
current day intelligence information, it would be nothing short of woeful negligence to not maintain a dedicated
Air Defense Fighter Wing to provide logistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the

wastern United States.

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Morthwest and Northern California deserve the same protection afforded the
Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with known current threats and the
likelinood of multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenarin that is more appealing and
potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist.  Realistically, the 142nd Fighter Wing's homeland

gefense mission is more critical now than previously perceived.

The DoD recommendations degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire nation.  This
cannot and should not be ignored. | believe that a maximum effort must be generated to change the DoD
recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the Narthwest. | strongly ask for your support and
leadership lo help reverse this DoD recommendation.

Thank you for your help and consideration in keeping the Pacific Northwest and the United States safe.

Respectfully yours,

Wi
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Lioyd W. Newtan
Commissioner. Base Realignment and Closure Commission
Polk Building, Suite 800 & 625

2521 South Clark Street

Arlington, WA 22202

Dear Commissioner Newton,

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142nd Fighter Wing's F-15 aircraft to
New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life threatening circurmstance. |t
neglects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion of facts clearly demonstrates why this
decision places the Pacific Northwest and Western Region of the United States at risk.

First, the 142nd Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet fighter.
Their present position is geographically strategic, providing both continuous air defense and air supenority
capabiliies frorm northern California far into Canada.  This 1s part of the 24-hour continuous alert North
American Air Defense {(NORAD) systemn. No other base in the Pacific Northwest covers this range, and
without it we are at risk.

Secondly, intslligence reports consistently reveal Al Qaeda and its franchise terrorist cells are continuing o
probe our aviation resources as sawrces of effective weaponry. Most of the majar routes for airlines operatmg
hetween Asia and Morth America traverse the West Coast airspace, with many taking off at western
international airports heavily fuel loaded for fong flights. Reflecting back to 9/11, and by proactively using
cumrent day inteligence information, it would be nothing short of woeful negligenca to not maintain a dedicated
Aur Defense Fighter Wing to provide Ingistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the
western United States.

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same protection afforded the
Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coucled with known current threats and the
Ikelhood of mulhple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenans that 1s more appealing and
potentially 2 very successful oppartunity for the terrorist.  Realistically, the 142nd Frghter Wing's hemeland
defense mission is more critical now than previously perceived.

The Dol recommendations degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire nation.  This
cannot and should not be ignored. | believe that a maximurn effort must be generated to change the DaD
recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the Northwaest. | strongly ask for your support and
leadarship to help reverse this Dol recommendation.

Thank you for your help and consideration in keeping the Pacific Northwest and the United States safe.

Respectfully YGV



