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. RESOLUTION NO. 05-112 

URGING THE FEDERAL BASE REALIGNMENT AND CLOSURE COMMISSION TO 
REMOVE THE DELAWARE NATIONAL GUARD BASE IN NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

FROM CLOSURE CONSIDERATION 

WHEREAS, the federal Base Realignment and Closure Commission (the "B.R.A.C.") 
has identified the Delaware National Guard Base (the "Base") in New Castle County as under 
consideration for closure andlor realignment; and 

WHEREAS, the B.R.A.C. has recommended that the New Castle County Air National 
Guard Base be realigned resulting in a loss of all currently possessed aircraft, 47 full time 
military personnel, 101 full time civilian personnel, 485 Guard military positions, and the 
relocation of 39 firefighters; and 

WHEREAS, the realignment would result in a direct economic loss of over of $28.7 
million annually for civilian, fulltime military, and Guard military positions as well as operations 
and maintenance expenditures; and 

WHEREAS, the financial well being of an assortment of businesses surrounding the 
Base relies heavily on services provided to Base personnel and infrastructure and the Base is 
therefore an integral component of'the local economy; and 

WHEREAS, the transfer of Base firefighters would create serious voids in fire service 
delivery in New Castle County, adversely impact the Federal Aviation Administration's rating 
allowing commercial air service at the New Castle County Airport, and create significant safety 
risks for the County in the event of'natural or other disasters; and 

WHEREAS, the realignment and/or closure of the Base would have a considerable 
negative economic and social impact on the public welfare, safety, and standard of living of the 
citizens and workforce ofNew Castle County that would be felt for decades to come; \ 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that the County Council of.New Castle 
County hereby most strongly urges the federal B.R.A.C. to reconsider its recommendation and 
consideration for the closure and/or realignment of the Delaware National Guard Base at the 
New Castle County Airport. 

Adopted by County Council of 

Paul G. Clark 

DCN: 7204
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WHEREAS, the Dela~vare Air National Guard Base located in New Castle County 

Airport 1s the home of the 166' Airlift Wing with a history at the facility dating back ro 

World Wax n; and 

\VfIERF2AS, d~c: Delaware Nat~onal Guard is the "Hometown Force" for Delaware 

and plays a ma1 role in homeland security in New Castle County by providing a secured, 

controlled access facility at the New Castle Airport protected fulltime by the 166~ Security 

Forces Squadron; and 

WHEREAS, the redera1 Base Realignment md Closure Commission has indicated 

Iha~ the Delaware Nat\onal G w d  Base m New Castle County 1s under c\msiderat~on for 

closi~re andor realignment; and 

WHEREAS, the Base Realignment and Closure Commission has recommended that 

the New Caslle County Air Nauonal G ~ w d  Base be realiged resulting in a loss of all aircraft, 

47 full rlme personnel, 101 h 1 1  time civilians, 485 military Guard posit~ons and the relocation 

of 39 Arefighlers; and 

WI-IEREAS, the realignmenl could result in a!: least a $28.7 million dollar direct loss 

lo civ~lians, direct inil~tmy and military Guard positions as well as the operations and 

rnsmtenancz expen&hms; and 

WHEREAS, businesses surrounding the New Castle County h r  National Guard Base 

rely I~eavdy on services provided to Base person~iel thus making the Base an integral part of 

the local economy; and  
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\rMIEREAS, the ransfer of the Base firefighters will create a m d  m fire service 

delivery in New Castle County and adversely impact the Federal Av~arlon Administralion's 

ratmg allocving cornrnac~al air servtce at  he New Castle Co~mty Aiqmport; and 

WHEREAS, the transfer of the Base firefighters will create a safety risk for the 

County m Ule event of a natural di s~ ter  or other disaster. 

NOW, THERE'FORE, BE IT RESOLVED 13Y THE COUNCIL OF THE CIW 

OF WILMINGTON, that h e  City Council hereby requests that the Delaware Congressional 

Delegation request that tho Federal Base Realignment and Closure Cominission reconsider its 

recommendation for the closure andlor realignment of thc Delaware National Guard Base at 

the New Castle County Airport. 

Pssed  by C i ~ y  Council 
July 11,2005 

'4 
Approved as toyform this 1 5 
d a y o f ~ u p &  ' 

.4ssistmt City Soliciior 

ATTEST 


