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Congress of the Enited States
’ TWashington, BE 20515

DCN: 2636

June 17, 2006

The Honorable Duncan Hunter

Chairman

House Armed Services Committee
2120 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

RECENVED
Dear Chairman Hunter: , 0 6 2 12 0 0 5

Via Facsimile (202) 225-9077

. We write to express our concern for the Air Force’s proposal to turn 23 Air
National Guard bases into "enclaves”. “We are requesting that the House Armed Services

Committee hold a hearing investigating this proposal.

This Air Force proposal establishing “enclaves”—bases scheduled to lose their
flying units while simultaneously maintaining Expeditionary Combat Support units—is
troubling. At this time, we do not know of any existing enclave bases and do not believe
the concept has been examined by anyone outside the Pentagon.

With numerous concerns about an enclave base’s ability to sustain expeditionary
combat units while serving their vital mission in maintaining the collective security of
our homeland, we believe it 1s important for the Congress to further investigate this
proposal. We would note that nowhere in the BRAC legislation is “enclave” mentioned
as an option and are hopeful that the House Armed Services Committee will hold a
hearing that specifically addresses this “enclave” concept put forth by the Air Force. A
public hearing is essential in flushing out the facts of this proposal so that we can
adequately assess and take action on what the Air Force has put forward.

Thank you for your continued leadership in our united efforts to maintain the
strength of our military. We look forward to working with you on this important issue.

Sincerely,
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cc: The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman BRAC 2005




