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RESOLUTlON NUMBER SCdI , 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CIW COUNCIL OF THE cm OF MES~~'.ARIZONA URGING THE 
BASE REALIGNMENT AND CLOSURE COMMISSION RESCIND THE DEPARTMENT O f  
DEFENSE RECOMMENDATION TO CLOSE THE AIR FORCE RESEARCH LABORATORY 
LOCATED ,AT WILLIAMS GATEWAY AIRPORT IN THE CITY OF MESA 

' 

WHEREAS, the City of Mesa is home to the former Williams Alr Force Base which we6 
approved for closure in the 1991 and closed in 1893; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Mesa has joined together with the adjacent Towns of Queen Creek and 
Gilbert and the Gila River Indian Community to form the Wllliams Gateway Airport Authority 
('Authority"), a joint powers airport authority, pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes 9 258521 et 
seq, for the purpose of, among other things, redeveloping portions of the former Williams Alr 
Force Base as a dvilian airport known as the Willlams Gateway Airport ("Airport"); and 

WHEREAS, the Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL) located at Willlams Gateway Airport in 
the City of Mesa la now being recommended for closure, with its functions to bs reassigned to 
Wright Patterson Alr Force Base In Canton, Ohio; and 

, " '  

WHEREAS, since the closure of Wllliarns Air Force Base In 1993 the local comrnunitibs a id  the 
Williams Gateway Airport Authority have relied on the continuing presence of the AFRL as a 
technological and avlstion mainstay In our ongoing efforts to develop a succeseful reuse 
program for the former Base; and 

WHEREAS, over the past decade the AFRL has continud to significantly contribute to the 
natlonal defense from their current location and has won many awards for its scientific 
achievements; and 

"311 + WHEREAS, the AFRL has had a significant positive impact on the local economy, supporting 
over 400 scientific and high technology jobs in the private sector beyond the 88 mllltwy 
employees acknowlsdgd in the closure announcement; and 

WHEREAS, the AFRL has developed an extremely close working relationship wlth the Arizona 
State Unfverslty (ASU) Polytechnic Campus and the Williams Gateway Airport over the past 
decade; and 

WHEREAS, the presence of the AFRL at Wllliams Gateway Airpolt has served as a magnet to 
attract EIGHT related hl-bch firms, which, along with ASU and the AFRL are contributing to the 
development of the Williams Garteway Airport as a center for computer simulation technology of 
utional Importance; and 

WHEREAS, the synergies which currently exist between and among the AFRL, ASU 
Polytechnic, Williams Gateway Airport and the EIGHT on-airport private contrmtom which 
support the AFRL are irreplacsable in Ohio and elsewhere should the facility be dosdd: and 

WHEREAS, the AFRL has also developed outsbndlng working relationships with theft military 
test subjects and other reaearch participant3 who vislt the Lab on e mgular bask so that the 
work of the Lab is unlrnpeded being on s dvilian airport; and 
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WHEREAS, the AFRL's distributive mission training research is, by its very nature, multi- 
locationel and depends on physical separation, llnked by electronic communication 
technologies, in order to iaccompll6h Its mlssion; and 

WHEREAS, co-location of the AFRL, with other research facilities at Wright Patterson AFB may 
actually decrease effectiveness of the distributive mlssion tralning research. since the reseerch 
faclWties, wllt no longer be distributed and the synergies that currently exist will be lost; and 

WHEREAS, 'no appropriate vacant.research space exists elsewhere, and reconstruction of the 
AFRL facilities in Ohlo or at any other location ia projected to cost at least $30 million; and 

WHEREAS, a plan is currently bdng developed locally to allow for the sxpansion of the AFRL 
adjacent to its current location at no capital cost to the Air Force. requiring only that the space is 
leased in the future; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the Clty of Mesa' as follows; 

Section I: The City of Mesa hereby urges the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commlssion to rescind the Department of Defense recommendation to close the Air Force 
Research Laboratory at Williams Gateway Airport 

Section 2: That the Department of Defense is hereby petitioned to allow the AFRL to 
continue its award-winning research efforts in a cost-effective and collaborative manner with . 
Arizona State University Polytechnic Campus, Williams Gateway Airport and its associatad 
private contractors in Arkona. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Mesa, Atlrona, this 20th day of 
June 2005, 

ATTEST: 
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